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It is my
professional
opinion that

98% of the
hair sold
worldwide
is originally
sourced
from Indian
Temple hair.

VINCE SELVA
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Swatches of bleached hair
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The hair is fine and thin, and has a
texture similar to European hair.
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IT HAS BEEN 13 YEARS since a group of
Orthodox Jewish Rabbis in Israel declared
wearing wigs made with even one strand of
ritually tonsured hair from India as taking part
in idolatry. It was ruled that such wigs were
forbidden to be worn. This very dramatic
incident was put to rest when the sheitel
companies managed to procure raw hair
from sources other than India under Rabbinic
supervision. This supervision spared Jewish
women from the very serious transgression of
idolatry through wigs and permitted the use
once again.

Unfortunately, recent investigations have
exposed that the majority of hair currently
being used in the wig and extension industry
is and always has been Indian Temple hair.
This hair is being bought and re-labeled as
European, Brazilian, Mongolian, Russian,
Chinese, Peruvian, and Uzbek Hair. The
human hair trade is unregulated and has no
oversight. Importers, wholesalers, suppliers,
manufacturers, and merchants are able to
label the hair at their own will. This fuels a
lucrative and deceptive industry. Vince Selva
is a 75-yr old Indian importer and owner of
Indo Asian Human Hair in Inglewood, CA
who has been in the hair industry for close
to 30 years. “It is my professional opinion
that 98% of the hair sold worldwide is
originally sourced from Indian Temple hair,”
Vince says. “Because big money is involved,
there are many lies in the Industry. China,
which is the biggest manufacturer of wigs
today, buys their hair in huge quantities from
Indian Temples because of the copious supply
and reasonable price and then re-label it.”

With a population of roughly 13 billion
people, just over 600 million are women.
With those demographics India certainly has
the capacity to supply human hair at a global
level. According to documentary Hair India,
Hindu pilgrims have donated their hair at
holy temples throughout Southern India for
centuries in an attempt to purify themselves,
and repay debt to their gods. As legend has it,

Vishnu — an avatar of God and the Preserver
of the World — took out a loan in order to
pay for his wedding. But Vishnu's loan was
so large that it would take him thousands of
years to pay off his debt. Now many devout
Hindus help pay off Vishnu's debt by offering
the only thing they have: their hair.

AT THE TEMPLES, an estimated 700 barbers
sit in lines on the concrete floor and tie the
women'’s hair into ponytails before cutting

it off. Once the large portions of hair are
removed, the barbers use a razor to shave
each pilgrim's head. On average, each woman
donates about 10 oz. of hair. Baskets filled
with hair are collected every six hours and
stored in a vast warehouse where it is piled
knee deep. After temple tonsuring, the hair
gets washed by hand in giant baths, then
pulled through long beds of spikes by hand
to smooth and separate lengths before being
tied into neat bundles of 200 strands each.
At this stage hair is often chemically soaked
to remove pigment to be sold as blonde hair
or ready for recoloring.

BLEACHED AND PIGMENT
STRIPPED INDIAN HAIR

Indian hair is very versatile and hardy.
The raw hair can be stripped of pigments
to look and feel like natural blonde hair
without diminishing its quality. Indian hair
is naturally silky and is usually not treated
with artificial dyes. The hair is fine and thin,
and as stated earlier has a texture similar
to European hair. In most cases, the hair
has never been subjected to anything more
abrasive than coconut oil and herbal soap,
and has often never been cut before. The
cuticle layers have not been chemically
altered and care has been taken to keep
roots and tips from running in opposite
directions. The hair is of high quality, feels
and looks natural, retains dye colors and
perms better than other hair. The hair
lasts longer through normal wear and tear
because the cuticles act as a protective
layer for the rest of the fiber.

It's estimated that each year India
exports 4,000 tons of temple hair. The
hair is sold in yearly auctions. The hair
goes to the highest bidders. According to
the merchants, one ton of hair is equal to
donations from about 3,000 women. Since
the shaving ceremony and sale of hair is
not limited to one holy site, and 85 percent
of the people in India are Hindu, those
companies that export India's human hair
don'’t foresee a shortage of temple hair
anytime soon.
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Do other countries contribute enough
measurable supplies of hair to the global
market to actually substantiate a labeled
claim of European, Brazilian, Russian,
Peruvian, or Mongolian hair? Don't they have
enough of their own hair supply?!

According to Vince Selva, they may have
a very minuscule amount, but nowhere
near enough to supply the hair market.
“Although there are some women in poor
villages who will sell their hair, this is a very
small minority, making up about 1% of the
hair industry. It's more likely that the agents
are being dishonest about the hair's origin.”

Looking more closely at the “European”
and “Russian” hair markets it is logical to
conclude that hair isn't freely donated, thus
the supply much smaller and more costly
than Indian Temple hair. It is also important
to note that Ukrainian and Russian hair is
usually lighter in shade than Indian hair
which is almost entirely dark brown to black
in color. European women don't generally
have naturally black hair, making it almost
impossible to have large supplies of naturally
dark hair available to the market. Industrial
dyes may be used to darken blonde hair into
mid brown hair, however it would be illogical

to adulterate light colored premium quality
hair by industrially dying it dark. The color
will almost always oxidize and will not retain
the dark shade for long. Indian hair having
similar texture and density to European hair
is also naturally dark and will not fade or
oxidize the way dyes will. This makes Indian
hair extremely preferable for natural dark
wigs. Conversely, Indian hair can indeed be
bleached to a blonde shade or stripped of
all its naturally dark hue and re colored to
any shade necessary without diminishing its
value or quality. Essentially, Indian hair can
easily and efficiently be processed to look
and feel almost exactly like European or
Russian hair.

Some vendors play tricks on customers
by maintaining several seemingly
independent websites offering an array
of differently labeled hair. One site sells
“Russian Hair” and another sells “Other Hair”.
One company in Dublin, Ireland which sells
processed “Made in China” hair, shamelessly
advertises it as “Spanish Hair", and then
offers the same products as “Russian Hair”
on another site. Images of hair supplies in
Moscow on yet another site deceive buyers
into the belief that this same vendor is
selling virgin Russian hair.

Great Lengths

With so many long wigs readily available
at reasonable prices on the Jewish market
today, it should raise questions as to where a
large enough supply of such long hair comes
from. As mentioned, Indian women generally
keep their hair very long and refrain from
cutting it except for ritual sacrifice purposes.
This ensures a steady supply of free and
long hair to the temple for auction to the
hair industry. Where in the world other
than India can a supplier find consistently
long hair at consistent pricing? A European
woman selling her hair would not shave her
head to do so. Therefore she would still
need to retain at least 10”-12” of her own
hair after cutting to maintain hair on her
own head. One can reasonably conclude
that in order to successfully make a standard
long wig of 16”-24" ( with an additional 3”
for processing ) a woman would have to have
hair to her mid thigh before cutting it. Hair
grows at about 1/47-1/2" a month. At that
rate it would take approximately 8 years to
grow hair long enough for the fashionable
wigs of today. Furthermore it is important
to note that one wig requires an average of
hair from five women. An average of five
women growing their hair for approximately
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8 years for one wig suggest the need for
tremendous amounts of a constant hair
supply in order to keep up with just the
jewish wig niche of the market. The only
logical source for enough hair at those
lengths and quantities would be from India.

Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow

Where does all of the hair go once
purchased by global buyers for wig
production? Are wigs made locally in the
country of origin? Nearly all wigs in the
Jewish market are processed and sewn
into a cap by Chinese factories. These
factories produce wigs efficiently and at
low costs. They have the best processing
tools, cheap labor, and an eagerness to
please the customer. These factories also
operate almost entirely free of regulation
or supervision. They have been known to
provide false labeling in their products
origin, and switching or diluting hair
shipments from customers with their own
cheaper, processed, and unwanted hair. Since
Chinese factories buy an enormous quantity
of Indian temple hair, it is highly likely that
many Chinese manufactured wigs contain
Indian hair. A customer sending their own
virgin hair to China, should highly suspect
that the virgin hair may be mixed with
unidentified (Indian temple hair) or missing
completely. There is no guarantee that
hair will not be tampered with. It is nearly
impossible to say with certainty if a wig
is free of Indian hair. Relying solely on the
word a trusted supplier isn’t enough. Aside
from the possibility of the supplier providing
misleading information, the manufacturers
also have to be trusted implicitly. According
to investigators, the only possible way to
verify with complete certainty the origin of
hair in any given wig is to watch the process
first-hand from step A to Z. This would
require a constant watch from the moment
the hair is cut from the head, washed,
cleaned, separated, and bundled. Then with
hair in hand at all times travel to China
to oversee the coloring, silicone coating,
blending, wefting, ventilating, and packaging
process. Such a venture would be extremely
arduous and cost prohibitive. Therefore
the wig industry relies solely on “trusting”
the supplier and manufacturer to deliver
a product free of all Indian hair. Without
a regulatory and supervision system, this
creates open opportunity for corruption.
Furthermore, once hair is colored, silicone
coated, and blended it is nearly impossible
for even an expert or Mashgiach to

ascertain the country of origin. Wig brands
and kosher supervisors who proclaim that
their wigs do not contain any Indian hair
whatsoever may be victims themselves of
dishonesty and misrepresentation. While
they may have very good intentions, they
are most likely being duped from the

very beginning by a corrupt industry! The
exploitation begins at the source. The
Indian hair is being labeled and sold as
European, Russian, Mongolian, Brazilian,
Peruvian, Uzbek, and Ukrainian hair from the
suppliers. The wig companies believe they
are not buying any Indian hair, however
what they may not realize is that the
“Brazilian Hair” and “European Hair” they
are buying is most likely coming from the
Indian temples! The Kosher supervision and
Kosher certification may therefore be very
Kosher certification may therefore be very
questionable. Telling consumers that a wig
is Kosher based solely on the hair having
been bought in Europe isn't sufficient and
the h buughy in Europe isn't stufficcent and
is problematic. Since a large majority of
the hair supply in Europe is intentionally
mislabeled Indian hair, the wig companies
themselves don't really know the origin of
the hair they are buying. Saying “we buy
only European hair,” cannot and does not
constitute a Kosher certification.

1)

Ask the Expert:
What's the Difference
Between Brazilian &
Indian Hair?

99% of the time Brazilian hair,
Peruvian Hair or Malaysian hair
is actually hair from India or
China that has been processed.
For instance, when | go to
India | am often buying large
amounts of hair alongside
Brazilians who purchase the
curly Indian hair and process

it with steam to deliver

tighter curls and remarket it as
Brazilian hair with a premium
price tag put on it. Malaysian
hair is often Chinese Hair
blended with Indian Hair for
sleeker and shiner appearance.
Give me a country and | could
go on and on; but | won’t

Dafna Nya Smith,
Owner and Creative Director
for Sunny's Hair & Wigs
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Tirumala’s gleaming scalps spell
shining prospects for hair business

TONSURING TO PLEASE THE LORD IS A CENTURIES-OLD RITUAL AT THIS VAISHNAVITE TEMPLE.

By: GS
Radhakrishna

This season we
achieved a 45% hike in
tonsuring, an all-time
record! Around 5,000
people could be

tonsured in one shift
of six hours. During
festivals, the number
goes up to about
45,000 heads per day.

Head to the famous temple at Tirupati in
Andhra Pradesh and you are likely to find
a lot of bald men and women, propitiating
Lord Balaji with a vow of tonsure. Gleaming
scalps are everywhere, some smeared
with sandalwood to keep the head cool,
especially in the summer heat.

Tonsuring to please the Lord is a centuries-
old ritual at this Vaishnavite temple. As
devotees flocked to shear their locks for
divine intervention, the management of the
temple realized that there was money to be
spun from these tresses.

In the past two years, the temple
management, the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD), has unleashed
corporate processes to cash in on the global
demand for human hair. Cash registers were
ringing during Brahmotsavam at Tirumala, a
nine-day festival held every October. This
year’s Brahmotsavam saw 1,500 barbers,
including 277 women, working round the
clock to shave off the pates of 3.4 lakh
devotees, of which 1.7 lakh were women.

“This season we achieved 45% hike in
tonsuring, an all-time record,” says Sri
Venkataiah, deputy executive officer of
the Kalyana Katta, the massive tonsuring
platform at the hill shrine of Tirumala.
“One of every two devotees who came to
Tirumala for the Brahmotsavam offered
the hair;” he says. A total of seven lakh
(700,000) devotees visited the temple for
the event this October.

The credit for the bumper offering of
hair to Lord Balaji goes to the initiatives by
TTD's executive officer, Sambasiva Rao, and
KS Srinivasa Raju, Joint executive officer.
Understanding the potential of the sale of
hair, Rao introduced various measures that
have made tonsuring easy for devotees.

In collaboration with Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), TTD has introduced online
tokens. The platforms for tonsuring play
soothing, devotional music while television
sets beam mythological movies and
bhajans. CCTVs have been put in place to
ensure that devotees are not cheated by
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Since the commencement of the
Brahmotsavam this year, the TTD also
provides breakfast for devotees awaiting
tonsuring at the Kalyana Katta. The main
Kalyana Katta has been turned into an
air-conditioned hall. Around 5,000 people
could be tonsured in one shift of six hours.
There are three other mini Kalyana Kattas.
“The platforms are cleaned every two
hours and the hair is sent for washing and
drying,” says a TTD official overseeing the
Kalyana Katta.

The revenue generated from tonsuring
is hair-raising. It crossed Rs200 crore in
2012. That was when bulk auctioning of
human hair was done once in six months
to selective bidders. TTD officials have
now woken up to the potential of online
auctions every month. In 2011, when TTD
began e-auctioning of human hair, it sold
1,578 tonnes for Rs618 crore. This massive
sale was of hair that had been stored for two
years and the backlog flew off the shelves.
The biannual e-auctions in 2015-16 yielded
Rs200 crore, with monthly auctioning done
at MSTC (Metal Scrap Trading Corporation,
a small Kolkatabased PSU). “What was just
a whiff of income has now skyrocketed to
15-18% of the annual revenue of TTD,” says a
senior TTD official.

Bang for the Bucks

India is one of the biggest players in the
human hair industry and its annual exports
are about 4,000 tonnes (8,818,490 Ibs),
earning $800 million annually, according to
the commerce ministry. China is the biggest
importer of human hair, followed by Brazil,
Hong Kong, Italy and the US. The Tirupati
Hair has become a major brand in the global
hair trade circuits and hair extensions made




of Tirupati Hair are sought after. accommodation charges.

On average, around 35,000 heads are The TTD has also ensured that hair is
shaved every day at Tirumala, yielding harvested in a hygienic manner. Every
almost 500 kilograms of hair. Each barber devotee is given a fresh blade and a tablet of
is trained to shave 60-70 heads during a sandalwood paste with the tonsuring token.
sixhour shift. During festivals, the number Barbers are given antiseptic
goes up to about 45,000 heads per day. solutions.
An estimated 12 million devotees go for The hair collected in
tonsuring at the hill temple, say TTD Tirumala is cleaned and THE ECONOMIC TE/IES
officials. Five years ago, tonsuring cost the dried at controlled temperatures and
devotee a fee of Rsl0. In 2011 it was made stored in categorised bins at a warehouse in
free of cost — this was because the TTD Tirupati. It is broadly divided into six grades;
began to take the sale of hair seriously depending on the length and texture. Remy
and projected it internally as a major hair, which is long and uniformly trimmed,
source of revenue, after collections from has a big market in Europe and the US, where
hundi, sale of darshan tickets, laddoos and it is woven into wigs.

India is one of the biggest players in the human hair industry and its
annual exports are about 4,000 tonnes, earning $800 million annually.

Daily activity in Chennai, leading exporting port of India Nov 26, 2016

Date HS Code  Product Description Foreign Country Foreign Port  India Port Value(INR) Value(USD) Std Qty StdUnit Qty Unit Mode
26-Nov-2016 67030010 HUMAN HAIR United States Of America New York Delhi Air 328179 48 1 Nos 1 Pes Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010  100% HUMAN HAIR PRODUCTS VE- 2% Netherlands Amsterdam Hyderabad Air  8370.9 1075.02 1.07 Kgs 181 Kgs Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010 10" BUDDHANY HUMAN HAIR WEFT United States Of America San Francisco  Madras Air 35418.7 527.35 1 Kgs 1 Kgs Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010  100% HUMAN HAIR PRODUCTS VE - 28"  Switzerland Zurich Hyderabad Air  18861.6 8833.15 1583  Kgs 1583  Kgs Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010  12° BUDIHAMY HUMAN HAIR WEFT United States Of America Atlanta Madras Air 4974.49 80.68 0.2 Kgs 0.2 Kgs Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010 HUMAN HAIR United States Of America New York Delhi Air 6394 140 2 Nos 2 Pes Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010 18" BUDDHAMY HUMAN HAIR WEFT United States Of America Atlanta Madras Air 3541.29 52.73 0.11 Kgs 0.11 Kgs Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010 HUMAN HAIR United States Of America New York Delhi Air 6441 90 1 Nos 1 Pes Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010  100% HUMAN HAIR PRODUCTS VE - 2% Italy Milano Hyderabad Air  15881.08  20335.85 30 Kgs 30 Kgs Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010 HUMAN HAIR United States Of America New York Delhi Air 1112 110 2 Nos 2 Pes Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010 HUMAN HAIR United States Of America New York Delhi Air 51519 80 2 Nos 2 Pes Air
26-Nov-2016 67030010 18" BUDFHAMY HUMAN HAIR WEFT United States Of America Atlanta Madras Air 782247 110.22 02 Kgs 0.2 Kgs Air

SOURCE: www.infodriveindia.com
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Russian Hair Company"

The supply of
real Russian
hair is not
sufficient for
an industrial
coloring

You can find websites with most
ridiculous hair products advertised as
“Russian Hair’. Be careful with vendors who
sell “Mercedes” and “Yugo” on the same
lot, you might find “Yugo” parts in your new
“Mercedes’. Mixing “Mercedes” and “Yugo”
parts makes an “affordable Mercedes". If
a vendor sells “Remy” hair and “Russian”
hair, most likely all of it is just a processed
‘Indian Temple’ hair.

Why it's not Russian hair? Because
the supply of natural, real Russian hair is
extremely limited, so It is Impossible to
color process it in the industrial way similar
to huge quantities processing of Indian/
Asian hair. Not to mention that during the
color processing there is a 30% loss of
hair. Imagine the cost of the final product
if that would be real natural Russian
hair industrially color processed? Only
cheap hair in huge quantities can be acid
processed and colored that way. Besides,
why would someone process and pre-color

this very limited, precious, most expensive
natural Russian hair if the only reason why
it is so expensive is because the availability
of this hair In lts natural state is extremely
limited. Vendors who sell real Russian

hair would never pre-color it before the
customer evaluates the hair in its natural
condition. The supply of real Russian hair
is not sufficient for an industrial coloring
and the cost of such process with already
very expensive raw hair cost would be
astronomical. That is why well-known hair
extensions corporations with retail or ‘via
hairdresser classes’ distribution systems
simply don't carry real natural Russian hair,
although they are pretending to. So, if you
see someone offers pre-colored “Russian
Hair’, you can be sure that the hair you will
get is not real Russian hair.

Real natural Russian hair Is so expensive
and rare for a reason - It supposed to be
100% natural at the start point.

cefa_t_@ngtéi’

trained employees for the hair bundles to
become the extensions women around the

Great Lengths®

Up to four tons (8,000 Ibs) of raw hair

arrives in Nepi, near ltaly’s capital, from India

every month. Here the hair undergoes very
time consuming and elaborate
processes, primarily by hand,
to ensure hair is treated as
gently as possible.

This requires specially

world are delighted
to have added to
their hair.

Before immersing
the hair in the
osmosis bath for
10 to 20 days for
depigmentation,
workers sew each
strand to white
strips of fabric to
ensure the cuticles
of the hair all follow
the same direction
during subsequent
production steps.

The raw hair can be stripped of pigments to look and feel
like natural blonde hair without diminishing its quality.

No other genetic structure is as similar
to European and North American hair as
that of Indian hair. Asian hair, for example,
is noticeably thicker. To modify it to the
texture of our hair, the surface would need to
be treated with acid. The consequence: The
cuticles are destroyed; the natural shine as
well as the elasticity and resilience are lost.

The secret of the composition of the
osmosis baths which gently remove the hair
pigments from the raw hair in 15 to 20 days is
guarded similarly to the Coca Cola formula.

Only a few Great Lengths employees
know the actual recipe which eliminates
treating the surface of the hair with
chemicals, which would damage the outer
texture, i.e. the cuticles. Instead, osmosis
baths slowly, hence very gently, remove the
dark color pigments from inside the hair.

This gentle process — without any harsh
chemicals — preserves the natural cuticles of
the hair. And so the hair also keeps the shine
and the elasticity of high-quality extensions.

The time the hair remains in the bath
essentially depends on the desired color.
The lighter the extensions, the longer they
undergo depigmentation.




The surprising source of some
celebrities' hair extensions

BY NINKA MBAYE AND HUIZHONG WU @CNNMONEY

AT A SMALL TEMPLE IN CHENNAI, INDIA,
DOZENS OF HINDU WOMEN SIT ON
WOODEN CHAIRS, WAITING FOR THEIR
HAIR TO BE SHAVED. It's an act of complete
devotion to their gods, and the first step in an
extraordinary journey that sees their long, dark
locks woven into the hair of women thousands
of miles away.

Each year, the Sri Bhavani Amman Temple
collects more than three tons of hair from
the heads of pilgrims. At one time the hair
was burned, but these days it's put to a more
pragmatic use: It's sold to processing plants,
which treat it then export it around the world.

The open secret to some celebrities’ full,
lustrous hair is that it's not always their own.
And the trend for celebrities to wear hair
extensions has helped grow the global market
for wigs and weaves.

Multimillion dollar trade

Extensions can be made from synthetic hair,
but many salons use human hair because it can
be lightened and heat treated. Global exports of
human hair are dominated by China and Russia,
but Indian hair has a reputation for quality and
its exports are worth $300 million a year.

Selling hair earns the Sri Bhavani Amman
temple $150,000 a year, and this is only a fraction
of the millions that larger temples earn. Devotees
don’t receive any money; they are instead
rewarded with food and religious serenity.

“The temple cannot have [the hair] lying
around and we can't just throw it out in the
dustbin,” explained Anjan Lokamitra, the
temple’s managing trustee. Instead, at the end
of the year the hair is sorted and auctioned to
the highest bidder.

“Companies come from different places and
they bid for it, and those funds are used [for the]
temple in terms of various buildings that we are
planning in the next two years,” said Lokamitra.

There are so many women who shave
their heads at temples that hundreds of hair
processing factories have emerged in Chennai.

Among them is Shanmuga. Here, dozens of
workers meticulously disentangle, categorize,
delouse, wash, dry and color the hair.

Around 1,000 kilograms of hair are processed
by hand each month. Weaves are sold for $500
per kilo; extensions go for $900 per kilo. The
factory’s annual turnover is close to $3 million.

“Indian hair is somewhat similar to European
hair in texture,” said Murali Krisna, CEO of
Shanmuga. “It’s not as hard as the Chinese but
not as soft as European. So when we prepare
hair extensions, the final product exactly
matches with European hair.”

Different countries favor different styles, said
Jyothi Krsna, Shanmuga'’s managing director of
quality control. “In France, people like straight
hair and they want extensions mainly,” she
said. “In other countries like South Africa and
America, they like curly hair. Curly is for the
African market, straight is for European market.
The American market is cosmopolitan — they
like all the textures.”

Blonde ambition

Shanmuga targets its offerings accordingly,
exporting a third of its hair to Asia and a fifth
to the United States. But its biggest market is
Europe, where it sells through retail partner
Hair Luxury, based in Paris.

“The biggest market and the biggest
customer in Europe is Italy,” explained Remi
Chinta, CEO of Hair Luxury. “And now we are
trying to expand also in Norway, in Sweden,
for all the blonde extensions because there
is a big demand for blonde extensions there.”
Shanmuga specializes in dyeing its hair blonde.
Hair Luxury can sell the hair for more than
$2,000 a kilo. Its customers are hairdressers,
like Paris-based Ebtissen Tekouri. She buys the
hair every three to four months both for her
clientele and her own personal use. She pays
$360 for a bundle — around 150 grams.

“I love using this hair on my head because of
the length and the quality,” said Tekouri.

Her salon is a long way from Chennai, and
the women whose hair she wears on her head.

“When you buy it and it is beautifully
packaged you forget that this hair was once
someone else’s,” she said. “You don't see the
background story, you only see what is here in
front of you.”

B.K. Murali Krisna, CEO
of Shanmuga
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Shear devotion: The
barbers of Tirupati

HEAD TONSURING AT TIRUMALA VENKATESWARA, ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST VISITED
PLACES OF WORSHIP, IS A TURNING POINT IN THE LIVES OF MILLIONS. ROSHNI NAIR
TALKS TO ITS BARBERS TO GET A SENSE OF THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES

[ s "
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Eight years before
his death in 2012,
Rabbi Yosef Shalom

D M Elyashiv left many

DAILY NEWS & ANALYSIS o erine for

synthetic wigs. Israel’s arbiter of Jewish

law had, in 2004, banned wigs made from
Indian tresses. The hair was associated with
idolatrous Hindu rites, he said, making it
off-limits for Orthodox Jews. Most women
from the community, who'd use hairpieces
to cover their hair out of modesty, then
opted for synthetic products after burning
the real hair wigs.

But the edict created no dent in the
business of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD), the trust managing approximately 28
temples in India. Almost all TTD temples
offer chudakarana (hair tonsuring) services,
but the jewel in the crown — Tirumala
Venkateswara temple — fetches Rs.250-275
crore from annual e-auctions of hair donated
by devotees. On June 12 alone, a whopping
85,518 heads were shaved at Kalyanakatta,

a building outside the temple dedicated
solely for the purpose. Although thousands
are also tonsured at TTD's guesthouses,
Kalyanakatta is perhaps ground zero of the
global wig industry, its gears oiled by the
likes of M. Subba Rayudu.

‘Around 80 on holy days, weekends and the
holiday season. 40 otherwise,” says Rayudu,
referring to his daily workload. The second-
generation barber has tonsured heads at
Tirumala for three years running. Before that,
he had his own salon. But unte pita la late ho
gaya, chips in Rayudu'’s brother-in-law T Siva
Kurmnar, alluding to the demise of the former’s
father, who d worked there for 34 years. Rayudu
was then absorked into the Kalyanalatta fold
as permanent TTD employee.

Head tonsuring at Tirumala is an epoch-
naking event in the lives of millions, a
netamorphosis upon having a wish fulfilled,

a miracle witnessed, a loved one pass away or
the ego tamed. And the barbers are central.

Reports peg the number at around 600 full-
timers, but Rayudu estimates that the total
workforce is some 1,800 strong — of which
around 700 are permanent and the rest,
piece-rate (part-time) and sevak (volunteer)
barbers. While piece-rate employees work
six-hour shifts, Rayudu — a ful -timer — works
eight hours, seven days a week for 15 days a
nonth. The first shift kicks off at 2a.m. before
Suprabhatam seva or the first aarti (2:30-
3:00a.m.), and the last at midnight

Siva Kumar's father worked 15 years at the
temple as a piece-rate barber. Back in the
day, the rate was Rs.2 per person, he informs.
Today, it's Rs.7 for a full tonsure and Rs.3 for
a partial one. All barbers must wear white
sampradaya vastra or traditional clothing and
a tilakam on the forehead. And only those
from the Nayee Brahmin (a term sometimes
used interchangeably with Nai) caste can
work at TTD temples. Barbers from other
castes won't find a way in.

The skill of the temple barber lies not just
in big tonsure counts. It's about being able to
do clean mundans of wailing, flailing tots. A
nick is like a teacher’s red ink on one's report
card — particularly in the case of infants
aged 3-9 months as their scalps are tender.

‘It can be tough,” Rayudu smiles. ‘Children

get agitated, so we don't rush. If parents have

a hard time holding them still.” Dealing with
senior citizens and the differently-abled too
can be challenging, he says. Although they
form separate queues for darshanam (worship),
there's no such provision at the Kalyanakatta
Their fatigue, as also that of thousands who
spends hours in the queue, makes them cranky
and irate. Because of the swelling numbers, the
barbers’ lunch break lasts barely 10 minutes.

A job as demanding as this is bound to have
repercussions. Being constantly seated and
having no breaks after overworking the arms
results in sore legs, wrists, shoulders and a bad
back ‘But you get used to it. In fact you can’t
use a barber chair after shaving heads this way.
Nhat takes several minutes in a chair is done
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Brazil & South America are
saturated with Indian hair too

There is only one company in the world dispensing a
hechsher on human hair for the use In wigs. Several years ago,
this company located In Israel, ascertained that It is extremely
difficult to source authentic European and Russian hair
because of an Incredibly small supply of raw hair indigenous
to the region. Therefore, this hechsher company began
sourcing Its hair from Brazil and neighboring South American
countries under the notion that the copious supply of hair ; :
r::;i Lh;:e was authentic South American hair unmixed with ‘ » Dark Indian hair is

Approximately 10 years ago, a prominent Jewish Brazilian = Processed Into every
businessman Initiated a venture in the wholesale human hair =7 possible shade
trade with the Intent of supplying the Jewish market with ‘

“kosher certified” 100% non Indian hair. This businessman
quickly determined through market insiders and hands on
research that Brazil was completely saturated with Indian hair.
It was close to impossible to secure large amounts of hair
verifiably free of Indian hair. Rabbi Serial Rosenberg, Raave'd
of Bais-din Bnei Brak, worked closely with this businessman

to determine a viable way to obtain totally authentic

South American hair and provide a reliable hechsher. Rabbi
Rosenberg determined that It was Impossible to prove the
origin of the hair therefore making It impossible to dispense

a hechsher. At another opportunity, the businessman asked R’
Landau of Bnei Brak to supply a hechsher. Rabbi Landau, who
was In Argentina at the time for other kashrus transactions,
traveled to Brazil to Inspect the human hair market. After
laborious and Intense research, Rabbi Landau adamantly
refused to give a hechsher on the grounds of the market being
flooded with Indian hair in a most unscrupulous fashion. He
would take no part In overseeing a kosher certification In such
a corrupt market. It was impossible to certify any hair “kosher”
in South America.

Much of South American hair is sourced from Paraguay, a
country bordering Brazil.

The following is a snapshot from the Indian customs -
India exports hair to Paraguay and to 55 other countries.

Data Retrieved from
SE IR EXIM SOLUTIONS DGCI&S, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Govt. of India
- m Mobile: +91 91330 72641 | Phone: +91 11 41325515
Email: info@seair.co.in | Website: www.seair.co.in
" GTIN HS CODE Type DESCRIPTION Quantity vQc Unit USD Total USD Destinotion Port Country
1 28-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human halr, other than combed, for wigs 23 KGS 960.81 22,099.63 Asunclon Paraguay
2 08-Apr-2023 670430 00 00 H20073190 | Human halr, other than combed, for wigs 25 KGS 523.72 13,093.06 Asunclon Paraguay
3 28-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human hair, other than combed, for wigs 32 KGS 570.12 18,243.84 Asuncion Paraguay
4 15-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human halr, other than combed, for wigs 36 KGS 601.89 21,668.04 Asuncion Paraguay
5 22-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human halr, other than combed, for wigs S3 KGS 586.49 31,086.97 Asunclon Paraguay
6 29-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human halr, other than combed, for wigs 24 KGS 962.81 23,107.44 Asuncion Paraguay
7 28-Apr2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human hair, other than combed, for wigs 25 KGS $72.62 14,315.50 Asunclon Paraguay
8 22-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20072190 | Human halr, other than combed, for wigs 25 KGS 431.61 10,780.25 Asunclon Paraguay
9 18-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human hair, other than combed, for wigs 28 KGS 520.60 14,576.80 Asuncion Paraguay
10 | 04-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human hair, other than combed, for wigs 62 KGS 510.51 31,651.62 Asuncion Paraguay
11 | 13-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human halr, other than combed, for wigs SO KGS 477.27 23 B63.50 Asuncion Paraguay
12 | 07-Apr-2023 670490 00 00 H20073190 | Human hair, other than combed, for wigs 25 KGS §72.62 14,315.50 Asuncion Paraguay
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Indian
Hair Hoax

THE HUMAN HAIR TRADE IS A GROWING, AND VERY LUCRATIVE INDUSTRY

THE HUMAN HAIR TRADE is a growing,

By: Vince Selva

and very lucrative industry. With sales
exceeding 12 billion dollars a year,

customers should look out for scams and

unethical manufacturers and suppliers.
My name is Vince Selva. | am a Los
Angeles based hair importer sourcing
hair from three locations in INDIA. (a)
Hindu Temples (b) Christian Churches,
(c) Direct Donors at Village level. The
hair from the Hindu Temples and the
Christian churches are bought directly
from the sources by contracting direct
with them or buying from those who
have contracted with them. The village
level is more labor intensive, expensive
and it is difficult to harvest a consistent
predictable quantity. | am the owner of
the Indo Asian Human Hair Int. Inc. in
Inglewood, Calif., and IndoHair.Com and
I've been in the industry for nearly two
decades. Originally from South India,

| began my career as an importer of
wholesale raw hair. | began selling retail
about thirteen years ago. We started

manufacturing many products with the temple
hair. This includes Wefted Hair, Wigs, partials,
closures, 360 and so on. We also sell Raw human
hair from direct donors to the temples and
sellers at village level. Raw and processed hair
is a billion-dollar industry saturated with scams
and corruption. People ask me — Where does
the majority of hair for wigs and extensions
come from today? The only place in the world
that has organized commercial quantities of hair
is from India where approximately 617 million
women ritually donate to the Hindu temple

or the Christian Churches. Hindu pilgrims have
donated their hair in ritual purification for
centuries. It's a symbol of religious devotion
and surrender of the ego. All of this hair has
become an extraordinary economic resource
for the temple and its custodians. There is no
shortage of free hair from the pilgrims for the
temples to auction off to exporters. It’s simple
economics, supply and demand. Indian temples
have a huge free supply of “sacrificed” hair, and
the world has a huge demand. For wholesalers,
it makes the most sense to buy where the
supply is high and the price is reasonable. It
would be impossible for enough hair to be cut
in European countries to provide for the world.
There are some temples around the world that
shave hair like the huge ones in India. Some of
these countries are Indonesia, Bangladesh, etc.
However, the volume from

these countries is miniscule in comparison
to India. There are women in Europe that cut
their hair to sell for a price, but again this is a
very small minority and it would never provide
enough hair for all the wigs being sold on the
market today.

The hair in wigs labeled “European Hair” or
“Asian Hair,” most likely all contain hair from
India and are being fraudulently labeled. Other
labels include Mongolian Hair, Brazilian Hair,
Peruvian Hair, and Uzbek Hair. It is impossible
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to trace the origin of all the hair since
advanced processing techniques disguise
the natural feel and look of the hair, and
often may destroy all recognizable DNA.
Another industry known secret is that hair
which comes from Russia may at times
come from cadavers. There is no way of
knowing if the hair came from a live person
or a dead one.

China, which is the biggest manufacturer
of wigs today, buys their hair in huge
quantities from Indian Temples because of
the copious supply. Even hair purchased
from Europe is often sourced from India.
Because big money is involved, there are
many lies in the industry. | personally know
people in Los Angeles who buy Indian hair
and then sell them to Jewish businessmen
claiming the hair is “kosher” and is from
European countries. People have even
advised me to lie about the origin of the
hair from India, as this would financially
benefit my company. Unfortunately, this is
the norm in the industry and | refuse to take
part in this.

It is my professional opinion that 98% of
the hair sold worldwide is originally sourced
from Indian Temple hair. The Temples have
become an extremely efficient source of
hair. Tirupati is the richest Indian temple.
Here, tens of thousands of people donate
their hair. There are huge rooms where
hundreds of pilgrims are shaved at the same
time in a sort of assembly line. They want to
make a sacrifice to God and wouldn't take
any money for it. Indian hair is considered
the best stand in for European hair in the
market for its quality and length. Indian
women take exceedingly good care of their
hair and don't use any chemicals, bleaches,
or dyes. They wash and comb it frequently,
curl the ends with their fingers, and use
coconut oil on their hair for nourishment.
They generally keep their hair long. There
were instances when | have received and
sold 42" hair. The long hair and extra curly
hair is now becoming more expensive and
rare as the demand for it rises. After a
customer purchases hair, they then usually
send it to China or Europe for wig, extension,
toupe’s and to manufacture an array of other
products required by the hair industry. The
most popular destination being China as they

HAIR

posses the skills and mass
low wage labor. Once the
hair is out of the supplier’s hands it becomes

a matter of immense trust between supplier I would like
and manufacturer. The trust factor with most .
Chinese manufacturers is very low. They are to reiterate
known to switch the supplier’s hair for their .
i i the basic

lesser quality, processed, or unidentified .
hair. This has been my general experience economic
over the years. . :

| would like to reiterate the basic PP les
economic principles relevant in the hair relevant
trade, supply and demand. India has a huge
supply of free quality hair, and the world is in the hair
currently demanding large quantities of hair
for wigs and extensions. Most hair used in trade, Supply
wigs today has originated in India, and are
not labeled as such. and demand.

Vince Selva
Indo Asian Human Hair Int.Inc.

355 East Manchester Blvd
Inglewood, California 90301

In conclusion, I'd like to highlight the following:

1 98% of all human hair in the world originates from Indian hair. That
includes all colors, dark hair, light hair, as well as color treated blonde hair.

2 Witha population of roughly 1.3 billion people, of which just over 600
million are women, India certainly has the capacity to supply human hair
at a global level.

3  There are no regulations whatsoever in the hair industry. Thus, many
countries will re-label Indian hair as their own, and that includes: Russia,
Europe. Brazil, Peru, China, Bolivia, Malaysia, Italy. Indonesia, Ukraine, and
many more.

/1 Once hair has been processed, no expert can tell where the original hair
has come from. There's no way to feel the hair, and ascertain its origin.

5 Most wigs are processed in China. The Chinese manufacturers operate
within a market which lacks oversight or regulation. They have been
known to provide false labeling in their products, and hair switching. China
buys an enormous amount of Indian temple hair. A customer sending their
own virgin hair to China, should highly suspect that the virgin hair may be
mixed with unidentified (Indian temple hair). There is no guarantee that
hair will not be tampered with.

5  Although there are some women in poor villages who will sell their hair,
this is a very small minority, making up about 1% of the hair industry. It's
more likely that the agents are being dishonest about the hair’s origin.
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Removing the obstacle of

Avodah Zara (idol worship) from our camp

We were presented with the following halachic question: There are some wigs on the market which have a
hechsher (kosher certification) claiming that they do not contain hair from avedah zara (idol worship) sacrifices.
Can we rely on this hechsher?

Our answer: As is well known, In the year 5764, the rabbanim and great poskim in our generation, among them:

Maran HaGaon HaRav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv zt"l, Maran HaGaon HaRav Shmuel Halevi Wosner zt"l, yb't

Maran HaGaon HaRav Nissim Karelitz shlita, and the rabbanim and gaonim of the Bais Din Tzedek Ha'eida

Hachareidis lead by HaGaom HaRav Y. Tuvia Weiss shlita, ruled that wigs which contain any human hair from
India that was sacrificed for avodah zara

are unequivocally forbidden and may not be worn.

Maran HaGaon HaRav Elyashiv zt"l wrote (na letter dated Tammuz 5774):

“It is forbidden to use wigs which are made
from any human hair which come from India.”

In a subsequent letter the Rav added, (Tammuz 5774), in response to the same question asked of him: There is a general
halachic rule that ‘even Safek-Avodah Zara (even if his intention is not known), it is assur (forbidden) and that a non-jew
performs which is anctin).’ thad dcossld be done for avodah zara (even if his intention is not known)." It is accepted that his
intention was for avodah zara. Indeed, Maran HaGaon HaRav Wosner zt"l stated the following: “Who knows if the use of
these wigs has also been the cause of the many physical and emotional tragedies in Jewish homes, r'l."”

It has become known that within the worldwide industry of manufacturing wigs, the majority of human hair
originates from the hundreds of idol worshippers in India. It was confirmed that it is extremely difficult to track
down where the hair on the market originates from. For this reason, our rabbanim have ruled that

It is forbidden to use any human hair that does
not have an absolute verification of its origin.

It has come to our attention that it is clearly impossible under any circumstances to oversee this
process. Even hair that comes from countries which are far away from India can still originate from India. As is
known, one cannot trust or rely on the manufacturers, merchants, or distributors of hair who claim that they
themselves cut off the hair in their home towns. It is obligatory according to halacha that a group of Jewish
mashgichim (supervisors) who fear Heaven must oversee the process - from the time that the hair is cut until it is

woven into a wig. This is something which is not possible at all.

Thus our opinion, the daas Torah is that all hechsherim that have

been given on the wigs are invalid and one cannot rely on them.
And one who guards his soul should distance himself from them.

We also feel obligated to protest against the giving of a hechsher on wigs which are nonetheless forbidden

according to the laws of modesty (tznius), nipus (covering), and natural-looking wigs, upon which all gedolei yisroel

have prohibited. One would never consider giving a hechsher on meat that was cooked in milk (chalavim). "We'll at

least slaughter it according to ‘halacha.” So too, it is impossible to give a hechsher from avodah zara on

something which is against tznius and is therefore forbidden to be worn. Indeed, these wigs cause the erosion of
tznius among Jewish daughters.

In the merit that Bnos Yisroel will guard themselves from such severe transgressions,
we will be zoche to the geala shleima b'krowv.

Thus, we undersiore in order to save the public from sin. Tammuz 5777
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Rabbi Moshe Rabbi Shimon Badani  Rabbi Yehuda Silman Rabbi Serial Rabbi Chaim Meir
Mordche Karp Meserer of Mosoros Head of Buis Din Great Bais Rosenberg Wosner
Rav of Savinan Kobih Gedolnel Moltloah Rav of all Bais Din Great Bais Rav of Dbvitan Mohe




1st Hair industry Conclusion Its is imperative to reiterate that the wig and hair industry is
completely unregulated and lacks moral insight. Therefore, anyone engaging in any form
of buying, selling, or production in this market should be aware that it is almost
impossible to verify if Indian Temple hair has been used in their wig hair or extension. It is
also crucial to emphasize the overwhelming evidence of Indian Temple hair usage
worldwide! The basic economic principle of supply and demand affirms the large
probability of Indian dominance in the hair market, with Indian temples hair being the
main commodities worldwide wig and hair industry needs good quality hair in many
length and textures and Indian Temples have it in abundance and very reasonable prices.
Having the closest resemblance to the finest European hair Indian hair becomes the most
economical choice for the industry inside; with a continuous reliable supply of hair being
sacrificed and cut in the Indian temples. It is likely that Indian temple hair is being used
perhaps almost everywhere; even by those that say it’s not from their or don’t know it is
from there.

In India there are 1.21 Billion Indians, 85 percent Hindu, 652 million women about 28
Temples. In just one of the temples in Turmilua,85,000 heads are being shaved in a
holiday/business season. Each barber shaves 60-70 heads during a six-hour shift. This
practice is called Tonsure (where they pay/force women into slave labor) and make them
grow hair very long and have it ritually shaves as an offering to the temple. This is a
horrible sad process that is going on daily. People needs to speak up and put stop to this
slave labor and idol worship to false g-ds (idol worship).

Now that you have the hair/wig industry expert report we will now move forward in the
the next portion of the book and learn what the Torah and our great sages have said in
past and are saying about this now...
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On Rosh Chodesh Kislev 5778 ,the Rishon letzion ( Chief Sephardic Rabbi of Israel )
came to visit Los Angeles, for 1 week. During the visit a secret meeting took place
between The Rishon letzion and Harav Eliayhu Netaneli Shlita (a mekubal and Gedol
of not only America but also the world)

In their hand is a letter ( attached ) discussing the current “Wig and Avodah Zara
matter “ and after this a letter Ha Rav Eliyahu Netaneli wrote in Hebrew and Farsi.
We also included an English version to explain as best we can.

We say this with love and care to our sisters, wives, and daughter’s Just like a loving
father must rebuke his kids because he cares for their future in this world and the
next..
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As we all know Jewish nation has been anxiously for the coming of the great
redeemer that will bring the final redemption for our nation and all the people of the
world. The coming of our redeemer is depended to the Teshuva (Repentance) of all
the Jewish nation from all the sins, learning Torah and doing Mitzvoth.

One of the main Mitzvoth that is very fundamental and important in the holy Torah
is the details of the Mitzvah of tzniut (Modesty), the ways that Jewish girls and
woman should dress and behave.

From the beginning of the Jewish nation in Egypt, until close to 200 years ago, the
Jewish nation was the symbol of modesty. But, due to living among other nations in
the European countries, a big change appeared in the dress code of the Jewish
ladies and girls.

In Russia, the government made a decree that women cannot cover their hair in the
public. As a result, married women started to appear in the public without any hair
covering. Therefore, to solve this unfortunate situation, some of the Rabbis gave
permission to married women to wear wigs as some sort of head covering.

In other countries of Europe even thought there was no decree against wearing
head coverings, Jewish women followed the society and would go out without head
covering.

But, in Asian and Islamic countries, Jewish women would cover their hair in the
public. A lot of Rabbis in those days voiced their opinion against wearing wigs.

It is important to mention that wigs in 150 years ago, looked like a wire mesh, which
did not attract any attention. But still, because it had some similarities to hair, it was
not considered proper head covering.

Nowadays, due to the advancement in the wig making industry, wigs look much
better and more attractive than a women's own hair and no one can deny that
wearing wig, would cause inappropriate thoughts and desires.

There is no doubt that the reason for a lot of disasters such as house fire (which
happened a few months ago and caused tragic deaths ....), and different sicknesses
...all are because of impure thoughts and temptations caused by women wigs, which
brings Hashem's anger.

Another problem with the wigs that are made by natural hair, is that most of these
hairs are coming from India, which Indian ladies shave off to bring as a
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sacrifice to their idols. Another issue is that, some of these wigs are made from the
hair of dead women. In any of these cases, one is not permitted to get any benefit
from them. Any women who wear these wigs, in each second she commits a few sins

Even in the synthetic wigs, there is mixture of regular hair, in order to make it more
flexible and to look more natural.

Even those wigs that are told to be from European countries and not from India,
there is no guarantee on them, since in most cases they send it to Europe from India
and don't let the consumer know the origin country of the wigs and there is no Rabbi
who had supervised the whole process from the cutting of the hair to the point that
it gets to the costumers to make sure that is 100% not from Indian hair and nor from
the hair of dead women and put his stamp on it to certify it as Kosher.

A few years ago, a group of women went to Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Aurebach 2”1, to
ask him the reason for a few tragedies that happened to the religious community in
Eretz Israel and wanted to know what can be done to change the decrees. Harav
Shlomo Zalman Aurbach Z*l, one of the greatest Rabbis and Halachic authority, said
that it is all because of wearing wigs in the public!!!

Even if the wig was not used for idols and not form dead person hair, the fact that a
non-Jew wore it before has bad effect on the Jew wearing it based on Harav Chaim
Kaniyevski shlita.

In the end it is important to mention what one of the greatest Rabbanim and
Mekublaim, Harav Yitzchak Kaduri Z"l has said about wigs: He said that use of wigs,
unfortunately has caused cancer to become so common. He said this based on the
logic that because of chemotherapy treatments, one loses his hair and would need
to use wigs.

Another important point, a big Rav by the name Rabbi Avraham Lifshitz shlita, has
reviewed the parts of Gemara (Talmud) that deals with wigs for hundred times and it
became crystal clear that there is absolutely no permitted way to wear wigs.

May Hashem help us to do His will the right way to merit the final redemption
speedy in our days. Amen!
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Rav Ovadia Yossef on Wigs/Sheitels Bsd
(with English translation)

There are more than 20 poskim who say that this is completely
forbidden, it is absolutely forbidden to go out the house into the
public streets wearing a peah norchrit (wig) It is just as if you are going
out with a completely uncovered head. Just like it is forbidden for a
married woman to go out with her hair uncovered, it is equally
forbidden for a married woman to go out with a wig on.

There was a great gaon, Rebbe Pinchas Horovitz, a world sized giant,
Rebbe Pinchus Leibush Horovitz, he took his beit din with him and they
took a Sefer Torah with them and they pronouncd cherem (a decree
of excommunication) on any woman who would wear a
peah nchrit (wig). Who can violate a cherem of a man as great as this?!
He was a giant, a giant in Torah...To violate his cherem... Who would
violate such a persons cherem? This is addition to the fact that there
were many Gaonim who have written explicitly that wigs are forbidden.

Any Rav who is lenient regarding wigs will face judgement
for it in the future!

The Gaon of Vilna writes in his sefer on the Mishnayot explicitly that
wigs are forbidden.

The Gaon of Vilna writes extensively in his sefer ‘Mor Ukziah’and in
his sefer ‘Tshuvot Yaabetz'very explicitly that wigs are absolutely
forbidden!
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The Chatam Sofer, writes, “After the Gaon Yaabetz has thusly said,
it is certainly necessary to forbid wigs.”

The Maharif Chiyut in his sefer ‘Ish Chiyut’writes in one of his teshuvot
(halachic responses), “It has already been forbidden by the greatest of
the world and there is no room for leniency in this matter. Only the
apikorsim (heretics), the minim and apikorsim are the ones who are
lenient in this matter. Every else is very cautious in this matter.”

Rav Chaim MiSanz writes in his sefer ‘Shu”t Divrei Chaim’as follows, “It
is the actresses, wild and immodest woman, they began with this
practice. Many have learned from them, we have mixed with the goyim
and learned from their ways.”

To my great sorrow, | have heard of many good girls who would prefer
to wear a cloth head covering, and the boys, those learning in the
Yeshivot are making conditions not to date them unless they commit to
only wearing a wig after marriage. What Yeshiva students are these?
These are ignoramuses, fools, wicked people! They are defaming the
name of Hashem. People who ask for things like this learn in a yeshiva?!
What Torah are the learning? They will have to face judgement for this
in the future.

The author of the sefer ‘Atzei Arazim’in Even Haezer writes, “l am
certain that any Rav who is lenient in the matter of wigs will have to face
judgement in the future!”

Posted by Yehoshua Goldstein at
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subject (Rabbi Moshe Alashkar, the Tzemach Tezdck etc. etc.) Aside from the answer that was published long
ago in the Even Ha'ezer, end of part one, clause 139, it is also found in a printing in "Sha'ar Ha'miluim", part
one, clause 45, and also see "Chidushei Hatzitz” (the Tzemach Tzedek) on the Shas, Brachos 5:1. And also,
regarding uncovering the arm, one should also do this according to what is explained in the Shas and poskim
from the aspect of "dar Moashe v'Y ehudir in it. And when this is repaired, then with time it must be assumed
that they will achieve tikun after tikun. [end of quote from the Rebbe’s letter]

The Tzemach Tzedek also wrote there that a pe'alt nochrit (wig) is considered "dar Moshe v'Y ehudil”. Anyone
who permits wigs is making a grave mistake — and any talk about permitting a pe@h nochrir only referred to
wearing one in the house before one's husband, and not chay v'shalom outside!

From here we see that the Rebbe brought down the Tzemach Tzedek's forbiddance, and recommends
studying the Tzemnch Tzedek in depth, where he specifically writes that pe’ah nochrit is forbidden. And
I have quoted the Tzemach Tzedek in many of the books I have published.
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No Parnassah? take off the Sheitel - The Lubavitcher Rebbe

The Rebbe writes a letter to someone in the year 5718, that the reason for the lack of parnassah,

is not so much due to the economic situation in the country, rather because of not being careful

about the sheitel for women.

What you write about your [hardship with] Pamasah (livelihood) and also those of others, | can’t
hide my opinion, being that it is of relevance to others and on a matter of such importance: my
opinion is, that a primary reason for the lack of success until now, is not so much the natural
reason — that of current economic difficulties in the country, because there are many who
overcame these difficulties, but rather the issue of sheitels of the wives of Anash,
and even though the Limud Z'chus on them (which is more then a Limud Z'chus - for it is true) is
that they got used to it from how they would act in our country [Russia] where it came with great
hardship, and became a matter of habit which made it seem permissible Ch"V for them, however,
it is known that a limud z'chus is a great thing — but doesn’t change the situation — that at the end
of the day the situation with Sheitlen is entirely problematic and troubling.
May it be that my words should be accepted just as they are [intended], not as words of severity
Ch"v or reproof, but rather with hope that perhaps finally Anash will do what they are able, to add
in their success with regard to Health, Parnasa, and true Nachas from all their offsprings
sheyichyu, in a manner of joy glad-heartedness, and may it be the will [of Hashem] that he will find
fitting words to accomplish all this in actuality, the earlier the better.

Rabbl Yitzchak Dovovik shiita: “The Rebbe told me privately In the month of Tammuz 5732: to
buy the wigs at a loyal man because there are problems and fears with the halr from Indla.”
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DAUGHTERS OF THE KING AND MODESTY FROM
RABBANIT KANIEFSKY .
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ENGLISH

Its 7 am in the Home of the Great Rabbi And Rebbetzin Kanievsky in Bnei Brak, Israel. People come to the Rabbi from all over the
country to hear his words and receive a blessing and the Rebbetzin, who is accompanied by thousands of women; women come to
greet her and receive a hug. We received a rare glimpse into the room of the giant of the generation and to the heart of the great
mother, Rebbetzin Kanlevsky, and a special message was transmitted to the women of Israel by the Rebbetzin (77) during the
national women's conference held at Yad Eliyahu, Tel Aviv, about fortyeight hours before Yom Kippur, attended by some 10,000
women and girls from all over the country Hidbarot, who came to record her greetings for the New Year, | got an exciting
conversation with the number one woman on the ultra-Orthodox street.

For those who do not know yet, it is said that Rabbanit Kanievsky is much more than "the rabbi's wife." Batsheva Chaya, later the
"Rebbetzin", was born in Jerusalem to a privileged family, as the eldest daughter of Lithuanian Orthodox leader Rabbi Yosef
Shalom Elyashiv. Her maternal grandfather is none other than Rabbi Aryeh Levin.

Itis hard to believe that the meeting took place with a 77-year-old woman, standing up and smiling patiently throughout. But
that's just part of her intensive work. Since being ordained by the rabbi to handle public inquiries, she is busy providing blessings
and advice, as well as petitioning prayers for the women who knock on her door morning and evening. Her Home has been open to
every passerby for years, and nothing in her life meets the title "private."

And what about reception hours? Well, between 9:45 AM and 10:00 AM, after morning prayers at the first minyan with the sunrise.
Between 15:00-16:00 the Rebbetzin gathers her strength for the rest of the day, and between midnight and three in the morning
she sleeps. For the rest of the day you can try your luck, and perhaps you will get a blessing, even a kiss from Rebbetzin Kanievsky.
"When we ask for health, livelihood, satisfaction and success, we must know that in order to win all of this, we have to

sacrifice ourselves to God," the Rebbetzin begins with a special message that was filmed for the huge conference.Become humble!
Each will accept to add modesty to her modesty. The daughter of Israel is the daughter of a king, and she must look like this.

The Event:

Before Passover they heard on the radio that a car bomb of thousands of kilos of explosives was parked in a mall in Haifa and did
not explode. Why did not it explode? There were thousands of people in the mall. Everyone came to buy for the holiday, and the
car was ready. The wires were ready, and it did not explode. No one knew the reason. Rebbetzin Kaniefsky said knew the secret and
she wanted to share an amazing real life story.

"A few days before the holiday, a group of 40 seminary girls from Tsfat came to me, wonderful girls, wonderful, but they go on
vacation and the street is very attractive, so the principal asked me to keep them modest. | told them a story about a girl who used
to walk around the streets of Tel Aviv in the most disgraceful way with bathing suits and was addicted to clothes just like drugs
heaven forbid; she was even ready to fly around the world just for clothes. She has caused men and families to sin, because men
go through Tel Aviv and they see the way she is dressed. She caused many to sin well one day she did not feel well and came to the
hospital, and heaven forbid, a tumor was discovered in her stomach. The doctor said to her, "Listen, ma'am, you do not even have
one day to live. We will not send you home, because if you do not live, they will say that the hospital is guilty of not treating you.
Stay in the hospital, and we'll do you an operation. And if you die from surgery, then it's natural."” She told me that in those words.
"The woman was very frightened, what did she do?" She immediately ran home and shouted, "Master of the world, | want to
sacrifice for you, what will | sacrifice for you?" "I will commit such a sacrifice, so | will feel that | sacrificed my whole life."” Who had
given her this good advice? maybe a grandfather or someone in heaven that helped her think of this. So, she opened the closet,
took out all her clothes, burned them, had no clothes left, even she had no clothes to go back to the hospital, so she returned with
pajamas and she took a taxi to the hospital.

"The doctors did not even give her a professor, they brought her a simple doctor. They opened her stomach, and suddenly a lump
of the tumor falls out!! The doctor fainted on the spot. "Master of the universe, where is everything? Yesterday it was terrible! Now
there is no symptoms of a tumor.

She sacrificed all that was dear to her, all the immodest clothes, and G-D returned her life as a gift! She came to me. | was just
crying out of excitement, she would look like a princess. As the daughter of King of Israel must look ! "I told this story to the girls of
Tsfat and some hair-raising stories that really show how much G-D loves our modesty. Meanwhile, they returned to Safed. The next
day they decided: "Now we make a sacrifice of modesty Lkb"h" (G-D )

All the girls gathered their non modest clothes (shirts were short and showed their elbow) skirts that were above their knee) and
more immodest clothes) about two meters in height !

They said: "Master of the Universe, | bring you this garment as a sacrifice, a sacrifice to the people of Israel, that there be no
trouble, that there be no terror attacks, that there should be no diseases, no widows." Every garment that was not modest enough
was thrown out and burned with weeping prayers.

Once they finished... what do they hear on the news? That a car bomb of thousands of kilos of explosives, which had already
reached the Haifa mall, did not explodel! And that was the merit of these girls. They offered sacrifices to G-DI. At the end of the
short encounter, the Rebbetzin finds it hard to say goodbye. Another hug, another greeting and another smile. "It is possible that
each of us will be strengthened, that we will soon merit the imminent redemption of righteous women, that we will merit the
coming of Moshiach Tzedeku in our time," the Rebbetzin said with a smile and added "with a Happy New Year."
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The Woman's Role in Bringing the Redemption

Our sages tell us that "in the merit of the righteous women our ancestors were
redeemed from Egypt" [Talmud, Sotah 11b]. It was the women who never despaired
of G d's redemption. In fact, while the men had lost heart and were dejected and
had no desire to procreate, not wanting to subject their children to the hardships of
slavery, the women were upbeat - confident that a better day was soon to come.
They seduced their husbands in the fields, and raised a generation of children who
witnessed G d's miraculous salvation.

The souls of the final generation before Moshiach's arrival are reincarnations of the
souls of the generation of the Exodus. After the sea split, both the men and the
women sang songs of praise to G d. From the Torah's description of the episode it is
clear, however, that only the women's song was accompanied by musical
instruments. Why? The Midrash explains that the women, while still in Egypt, were
so confident that they would be redeemed, that they prepared tambourines for the
day when they would sing a song of thanks for their redemption! [Rashi on Exodus
15:20, from the Mechilta]

According to the master-kabbalist the Arizal, the souls of the final generation
before Moshiach's arrival are reincarnations of the souls of the generation of the
Exodus [Shaar Hagilgulim, Hakdamah 20]. Just as then it was in the merit of the
women's faith that the Israelites were redeemed, so, too, it will be in the merit of
the righteous women of our generation, and their unwavering belief in the
Redemption, that we will be redeemed once again.

Source: Chabad and Ariza

"All salvation comes by virtue of women." [Alter Rebbe]

Please keep in mind; Hashem's Attributes are of mercy and patience and we shall
emulate his ways with other's as best we can

- Remember the power of Prayer; as it's an essential tool for kickstart change.
Never stop praying.

- Acknowledge women's important role in the world's redemption.

-Finally, please give women the time they need to make this switch with peace
love and truth.
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MODESTY

Modesty does not mean Frumpy; you can still be the beautiful and elegant ladies
that you are inside. The Goal of Tznuit is for the Lady to maintain a dignified inner
self which she can then project which she can then project that positive self image
while being a role model for her family. Married Jewish women are commanded to
cover their hair so that their beautiful hair is reserved only for their beloved
husbands." Kol Kevudah Bas Melech Penimah" -Tehilim 45:14. Its not easy but Ladies
you can do this! You have helped ignite the redemption when we were in Egypt and
you can do it again ! we need you. Todays Market is not easy we highly advise you
suggest to speak with your local Orthodox Rabbi or better yet Rabbanit on of details
of how to properly wear a mitpachot, hats, tichels etc.. If you don't have access or
need a Lady to consult with as well as a place to purchase you can contact us at
information mentioned below.

Contact/Whatsapp 310 651-0610 (Meirav Miriam)

Husband's must make their wives feel beautiful as much as possible. This is a super
difficult task for ladies and they need all support they can get. Tell her how
beautiful her modesty is and how much you appreciate her amazing attributes. Tell
her how much you appreciate her and all things she does. Ladies please support
each other and give chizuk to one another. Specially lodies with no one to tell her
these words. Ladies look in mirror and give yourself credit for being alive, modest
and taking on this task. Give yourself all self help you need; you deserve it.

Smile more and count your blessings. May Hashem bless all Bnei and Bnot Yisrael.
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Rahel Imeinu (Our Matriarch)

From the Yalkut Yosef (Yamim Noraim book)

When we will be granted bsd in our days the final Redemption, it will be in the merit
of our Matriarch Rahel. She stands in our prayers saying, "Master of the Universe! |
withheld my own desires and | acted mercifully toward my sister so that she should
not be ashamed. When she was taken in my place on my wedding night! | gave her
the secret signs to give to Yaakov so that she would not be recognized as being
someone else. Not only that, but | sneaked into ted room and hid underneath their
bed In her stead, for otherwise he would have recognized her by her voice. | did this
tremendous kindness on her behalf; | suppressed any feelings of envy so that
should not be ashamed." Our prayers of our Forefathers Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakaov did not sway G-D from destroying the nation of Israel forever, nor was the
prayer of Moshe Rabbenu at all effective. Rahel's argument, invong the merit of her
care for her sister at her own expense, brought about the Blessed Holy one's
promise that "the children will return to their homeland" (Yirmeyahu 31:15).

We see many great lessons here how important Benot Yisrael are and how they
must help each other and never ever make one another feel ashamed. Please keep
this lesson in mind when speaking with other women about Modesty and covering
Hair.

We see many great lessons here about how important Benot Yisrael are and how
they must help each other and never ever make one another feel ashamed. Please
keep this lesson in mind when speaking with other women about Modesty and
covering Hair.
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Doan Gat Yinad.
ALWAYS

REMEMBER THAT

YOU'RE

HASHEM'S
CHOSEN
DAUGHTER

THAT MAKES YOU THE
KING OF KINGS
DAUGHTER

i —
—e

\

il

notices your Grown
(AKA KISSUY
ROSH OF A

SCARF OR HAT)
YOU SHOULD BE
NICE ENOUGH AND
SAY
“Oh, thank you for
noticing!!!"
Rallbe Yonon: Rewven
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DEAR
VWOMEN,

EVERY MINUTE WE
WEAR A PROPER
WK YOO *
7MWy WILL GIVE
US EVERLASTING
g l=hisl
ACCORDING TO THE
DIFFICULTY THE
GREATER IS THE
j Jew b L5

*ACCORDING TO
THE 778 329711 THE
ONLY PROPER HEAD

COVERING 1S ONE

MADE OF CLLOTH

TO GAIN CLARITY CALL:

T

WITPR X750
YIND NI
ITINT

TN 7T D210 VANTA UN
NWNT 71070 11D
NN MINTY O72WIn Oxn
T 127D X1 71713 wITRn
WK 71070
1INRIOMIN UTVUIP TN
19N TUWIYIY WX OV
TIX JUT""W X TNT0IN
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WOMEN DEAR,

LET’S BE SINCERE
IS IT FAIR...

TO PUT ON A HEADGEAR

THAT RESEMBLES
YOUR OWN HAIR?

A PROPER HEADCOVERING
LET'S WEAR,

SO THE GEULAH WILL BE
VERY NEAR!

TO GAIN CLARITY CALL:

YIDDISH: 718-400-7989«ENGLISH: 917-924-9900 YIDDISH: 718-400-7989+EN GLISH: 917-924-9900
FOR COMMENTS OR TO DONATE o7 niaty

FOR COMMENTS OR TO DONATE oan mia
929-214-7945

929-214-7945
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BEFORE WE ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS, we would like to clarify that the
Torah obligation to wear a headcovering is one of the most clear-cut mitzzves in the Torah (as
opposed to other areas of halacha where there are many different opinions, minhagins, and mesorabs).
In today's times of ¥1™w%% K2ww, there is confusion about this topic due to a lack of awareness.
For this reason, we have taken the time to answer these often-asked questions, with Torah-sourced
answers. Buos Yisroel are pure and yearn to hear the Einer. May Hashem guide every woman to

make the right decision as per His will.

I WAS ALWAYS WONDERING: WHY
~ DOES A MARRIED WOMAN HAVE
TO COVER HER HAIR?

This question is asked by many. What is in fact the
reason for the mitzvah of haircovering? This mitzvah
is not a chok - like the mitzvah of pare aduma, for
which we don’t know the reason. Rather, this
mitzvah has a clear rationala, which is to raise the
level of tznius of a married woman.

A man may not gaze at the beauty of an unmarried
woman because of the aveins of 2y215 "\ng TN XN
oyw nk). Looking at a married woman is a more
severe form of this sin.” Therefore, she requires a
higher level of fznius. in order to prevent gazes of
other men. For this reason, a married woman must
cover her hair because hair is attractive to men. Adde
from the greater concern with men gazing at married
women, some Acharonim suggest that since single
women are looking for a Shidduch, the Torah dovent
require them to conceal their hair from public view.
We find chewhere as well that the Torah gives certain
allowances to single girls adorning themselves to make
a good impression for a Shidduch. (See Gemara Taanis
15b first Reshi, and Yaavetz Mer U-Ketziah 75 and
Shyilei Devid to OC 75, and Shu's Ssridei Eizh 1:78,
end. See also Trumas HaDesbem “¥12z1 mamo oen”™)°

From here it is clear that wearing a headcovering
which has no resemblance to hair (such as a head-
scarf/kerchief) is the original and ideal way of fiil-
filling this mitevalt. This was the headcovering of
Jewish women throughout all generations, daring
back to our holy Zmabus, and still is amongst many
Jewish women around the world - Ashkenazim and

Sephardim.

»

€L )”MY  GREAT-GRANDMOTHER
'/ COVERED HER HAIR WITH A
SHEITEL. ISN'T WEARING A SHEITEL
MY MESORAH?

The use of wigs as a headcovering is quite a recent
innovation in Jewish history. Therefore, wearing a
sheitel in public does not have the halachic status of
mesorah or a minhog Vissool.

The use of wigs as headcoveritng began in the min-
1800s in Europe where most Jewish women had
stopped covering their hair completely due to the
czarist clothing decrees of the 1840s as well as the
influence of modernizing trends which rejected
hair covering altogethes. Thus, in order to save
the mitzvah of headcovering, the use of wigs came
to be accepted by certain halachic authorities as a
viable option. (There was a theoretical Aeter for wigs
issued by the Shiitei her Gobim in 16th century Italy,
but (at least outside Italy) wigs were not worn by
Jewish women for centuries after this beter was first
written.) In the 1800s, mort Gedolei HaPoskim said
that the wig was forbidden to be worn in public.’
“Then though the use of wigs dowly became accepted
in many circles, the sheirel never became a merorah or
a minbag Yisroel. Evidence for this can be found in
the following testimonies from our Gedolim:

The holy Divrei Chaim 2r7 attessed: “It is clear
that when I was living with my father-in-bar, the
Baruch Tam in Marrin, Germany, there warn't even
one respectable women in the whole Germany who
ware her hair as a sheitel, beseles for more out cherisite
women, and they were a disgrace to all. Unfortunately,
this practice has recently become widespread from the
apikorsim.” (Torah Daya, Chelek 1, Siman 30)



HaRav Tzvi Hirsch
Chayos 2zt’/ (known at the
Maharatz Chayos) tertified: “In
my young years. I never heard in
the whole country of Poland that anyone wore
a sheitel. This is a new self-made innovation
that has wracked much damage. We need to
warn others that they should return to the
way jewish women were accustomed (to cover
their hair) in all previous generations.” (Shalos
u'Teshuvos Maharitz Chayos Siman 53)

We see from the above restimonies that the
wig was clearly a new invention which was
used to cover the hair. Therefore, any woman
today who upgrades and wears a headscarf/
kerchief is simply returning to the unbroken
chain of our true mesasah.

This situation is akin to the mid-1900s,
when it was difficult to obtain chalav Yisroel,
and more rabbamin then allowed the use of
chalav akum. Would anyont akum. “Well, my
grandmother drank chalav akum, as that is my
mesaiah, and I camon upgroks in this ares’?

(Only a minhag which is more stringent
becomes minhag Yisroel and must be
chereved, e.g., the minhag amongst Chasidim
not to eet gebroks on Pesach.)

A sheitel certainly does not have a status of a
minhag. At HaGaon HaRav Nissim Karelitz
exclaimed to someone who claimed that a
sheitel was his minbag. “What? From a pirtzah
(a breach) one makes a minhag??™

Since a sheitel is definitely not a minhag. If a
woman takes upon herself to wear the original
clath headcovering, the should be praited and
commended.

THIS IS QUITE AN EYE-

< OPENER. BUT WEREN'T

THERESHEITELS IN THE TIMES OF
THE GEMARA?

When the Gentara teaches in Mesachass
Shabbos that a woman may near a peah nachris
- this is referring to a place (peah) of foreign
(nachris) hair that women who had thin or
white hair added to their own hair in order to
beautify themselves for their husbands.” From
here people assume that the women in the
Gemara’s runes wore wigs in public. This is a
mounderstanding! Chaeal allowed a woman
to wear a pozh nachris in her private courtyard
(in addition to one piece of jewelry) on
Shabbos so that the should look pleasing to
her husband. These were worn at home and in
the courtyard to improve their looks for their
husband. When these woman would go out
in public. thev completelv covered their heads

Bnos Yisroel are PUI€
and yearn to hear the €IMeS.

with a kerchief” The whole beter (leniency)
for the sheitel, which people started to rely
upon only about 180 years ago, was derived
from the Shiltei Giborim on this Gamara. Yer,
many Gedolim held that the Shiitel Giborim
only allowed a woman to wear a peah nachris
in her private courtyard, and not in public.
(See Ssfts Sugya D’Pai Nachris for an in-depth
study of this topic.)

IF Il WEAR A KERCHIEF, 1 WILL

LOOK DIFFERENT THAN
MOST "WOMEN IN MY COMMU-
NITY. ISN'T THIS CONSIDERED A
LACK OF MODESTY, SINCE 1 WILL
BE STANDING OUT?

“A woman may worry needlessly that there
could be something immodest in her standing
out as the only woman wearing a berchief in
a crowd of others in wigs. This is absolutely
not a concern. Such a woman would be no
different than someone modestly dressed, in a
crowd of people who are not modestly dressed.
Certainly both of these women are sanscifying
G-d's name with their appearance, despite
their rtanding out by being different from
the others” (7he Unique Princess by Rabbi
Yirmiyohu and Tehilla Abramov, p. 105).

Standing out by dressing in a way that is
provocative and attracts male attention is
forbidden. Standing out by drawing modestly
is not an issue at all. We must remember
that conducting ourselves in a more proper
manner- even though it is different from most
people in society - does not attract attention
in a forbidden manner and will not cause

forbidden thoughts.

“Imagine if everyone in the community would
be wearing short sleeves. Would is be wrong
to wear long sleeves because it would attract
attention? Certainly nut. Quite the contrary.
This is a noble dead, since through this we are
preventing man from violating the serious sin
of geting at forbidden sights.

We know that Boaz was impressed with Rus
because the conducted herself in a more
market manner than the other women (the
bent down in a modest way, didn't speak to
other men, etc.). Would anyone claim that
Rus was not behaving properly since she was
acting differently than the people around her
and attracting attention? Quite the contrary is
true. Rus was praised for her exemplary tznius,
and in this zchor the merited that Mochlach
will descend from her.” (Adorned with Dignity
by Mrs. C. T. Friedman. pe. 140)

DOESN’'T A SHEITEL COVER
THE HAIR BETTER THAN A
TICHEE™

Some women think that it is preferable to
wear a wig than a berchief because it offers
better coverage for their hair. This istua was
presented to Harav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv
zt’l, and his response was written clearly in
D'aas Rabboseinu, ®2np nm11 nn2w omswa”
o913 0721 o7 ....in2un % - Those who say
that a wig is preferable to a berchief... these
are nullified words.”™

THIS IS ALL SO NEW TO MANY

OF US. YET, MOST PEOPLE ARE
STILL "WEARING SHEITLES. THEN
IT SURELY MUST BE OKAY FOR US
TO CONTINUE WEARING OUR
SHEITELS...

We are going to have to decide if our shcitels are
appropriate headcoverings. Our grandmothers
wore wigs which were short and stiff and the
hair didn’t nowe. Their sheitels were nelther
provocative, attractive, or alluring.

Due to advanced technology, and the opdated
features, our theitels are no longer suitable
headcoverings which upgrade our tznius
(which is the purpose of the mitzvah). They
have become glamorous “hair” designed
for the actresses in Hullywood as a fathion
accessory - for the sale purpose of drawing the
eyes of others. Instead of fulliding the mitzvah
of headcovering, which is to downplay a
married woman’s looks, today’s sheitels do
the caare opposite. They enhance her looks,
making her more attractive to men. As our
Godalim have lamented.

HaGaon HaRav Shmuel Halevi Wosner
zt"l: “The wigs of today look just like natural
hair. They incite the yetzer hans even more
than natural hair, and there would be no poosk
in previous generations who would be able
to find any type of lenlency to permit such
a sheitel”

HaGaon HaRav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
zt”} 1 can’t distinguish between a sheitel and
hair, for me it’s very disgusting. In my opinion,
all tragedies come from the sheitels, and I am
also referring to the short once.” !

HaGaon HaRav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv zz7:
“The dispute about if the sheitel is permistible
applied to the wigs of previous generations
(which were thort and triff, and the hairs did
not move from their plece). But the natural-
looking sheitel: of today incite the yetzer /ara
just like hair... Who can permit wearing such
a sheitel. which is ervah?” 7



Every day, the sheitels become ever more
glamorous and eye-catching. Thus, they are
in essence contradicting the purpose of the
mitzvah. Instead of preventing the stares of
other men, they are attracting their eyes.

Inspired by the above-mentioned information,
many women have taken the courage to return
to the true mesorah of wearing a headscarf/
kerchief. In this way, they are fulfilling the
purpose of the mitzvah of headcovering
which is to raise a woman’s tznius, and they
are performing this mitzvah according to the
opinion of all Poskim. As HaGaon HaRav
Elyashiv zt”] said, 7pya npiomm & nm21 ee”
UN?3 7T NNoYR Yar nabnn - a wig is a dispute in
the essence of the halacha but a tichel is glatt.”

WHY IS THERE SO MUCH TALK

ABOUT TZNIUS? SHOULDN'T
WE TOCUS MORE ON AHAVAS
YISROEL AND GOOD MIDDOS?

Tznius is the core mitzvah of a woman. As the
Midrash teaches us, when Hashem fashioned
the first woman, Chavah, He proclaimed 504
times, “You should be a modest woman.” "
Indeed, the Vilna Gaon revealed, “What Torah
learning is for a man, tznius is for a woman.™
Just as Torah learning is the most fundamental
mitzvah of a man, so too, tznius is the most
fundamental mitzvah for a woman.”

Some women may claim, “I do a lot of chesed,
I am careful in Shmiras Halashon... Tznius is
just not my strong point.” Let us strengthen
ourselves with the words of our Gedolim. The
Maharal teaches, “The main praise of a woman
and the highest level she can attain, is tznius."
The Chesed 1’Alafim enlightens us that most of
the reward that a woman receives in the next
world is dependent on her tznius (and that
most of the punishment a woman receives in
this world and the next, is due to a lack of
tznius)."

Loving our follow Jow and good middas are
lorized fundamental Torah principles. Many
women don't realize that guarding out tznius
is the greatest expression of ahavas Yisroel.
Through being careful not to attract attention,
we are preventing other man from stundding
with inrbidden rights and thoughts. This is
one of the greatest acts of clusodr to assist
another person with their spirituality. Some
women may claim, “So let the men not bark.”
This is like flashing shining lights right in
from a person, and talling him not to lank!
Unfortunately, these women don’t realize that
they will be held accountable for drawing
others eyes. As Rabbeinu Yanah explains that
bosh the man who gases and the woman who
caused it will be liable for judgment.” Every
woman is obligated to ask herself. “Will any
part of my appearance drew looks from men?”

Bnos Yisroel are pure and yearn to hear the
enws and do the will of Hashem. It is amazing
how when we become aware of the farst, we
naturally become more careful in the way we

teaches, “If knowledge was broad and set in the
hearts of people, they would never sin.” "

5 WHAT ARE GEDOLEI YISROEL

“ IN OUR DAYS SAYING

ABOUT THE USE OF A HEADSCARF/
KERCHIEF FOR HEADCOVERINGS?

Gedolei Yisroel have praised and commended
women who upgrade their headcovering, as per
our mesorah for thousands of years.

The Posek HaDor, Maran HaRav Yosef
Sholom Elyashiv zt”l, our generation’s great
halachic authority, has clearly stated that in his
opinion it is preferable for a woman to cover
her hair with a kerchief, rather than a wig. Rav
Elyashiv constantly expressed his concern about
the use of wigs that are not modest- a practice
which, he said, has made inroads even into the
families of pious men and roshei Yeshivah (“The
Unique Princess” p. 104).

Maran HaRav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt"]
said that when Moshiach comes, the first thing
he will do is abolish the use of wigs (as quoted
by his son-in-law) (“The Unique Princess” p.
104).”

HaGaon HaRav Nissim Karelitz zt”I wrote:
“I would like to encourage the women who
have strengthened themselves to cover their
hair with a cloth covering, instead of a covering
made of hair. They have done this after they
became aware that the sheitel can cause many
severe issurim. These women are deserving of
bracha, and may there be more such women in
Klal Yisroel."™

The Posek HaDor, the Shevet Halevi zt’]
wrote:  “Surely we need to support and
encourage those who want to return to the
kisui rosh of a non-sheitel headcovering, like the
Chasam Sofer writes in his Shaalos w'Tshuvos
and in his holy tzava'ah” (Letter written 15
Teives 5757).""

Even if it may take time for us to upgrade, let
our new knowledge help us respect those who
courageously take this step.

HaRav HaGaon R’ Binyamin Rabinowitz zt”]
said clearly, “Those who discourage others from
changing to a kerchief are holding back the
geulah.” Surely we need to support and respect
women who upgrade in this fundamental
mitzvah.

We are all awaiting the Final Redemption. We
pray that we should merit to be amongst those
who assist the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu.
We can accomplish this by finding favor in
Hashem’s eyes through our unique mission
of guarding our tznius. As Chazal teach us,
“In the merit of the righteous women of the
generation, we will be redeemed.” *

Gedolei HaRabbanim have asked that
these questions which were answered by a
chabura of Talmidei Chachamim - be made
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3. Most Gedolim of the previous generations forbade the
wearing of a sheitel in public, oroming them were the Vilna
Gaon, the Yavetzs, the Divrei Chaim, the Chasam Sofer, and
numerous Poskim, Rabbanim, Gaonim, and Admorim. (The
Chesed L'Avraham, the Yeshuas Yaakov, and other Poskim have
stated that wearing a sheitel is an issur Ahcaim, just like wearing
one’s own hair. Many other Poskim have ruled that one who
wears a sheitel is over on Das Yehudi.) See below for some of
the sources:
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4. Divrei Chaim: "Most of the Poskim Juckeeh, the wearing of
wigs ... "[bloruiis @ Rohoun Divrei Chaim, Rauh Dolga Reis d
Nioion 39)

Chasam Sofer, “He would sunen of a zhlsdiso stand even a small
womens of lloch through doon gertasusn, And even to roan a wig,
I bishid orar with the werriag of a meal puchtsaion.” (Thasam
Chasam Sofer Svalditrn, Rnah Oie Oenrogero ")
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7. There is a halacha that a woman may not wear a wig in a
reshus harabim on Shabbos, since the chachamim were afraid
that she would remove it in order to show it off to her friend.
‘Which balanced woman would take off her wig in public? And
if the wig was seen, why would she need to take it off in order
to display it? This is clear proof that the wig was completely
covered when the woman went out. Chazal were afraid that she
would slip off her wig from underneath her kerchief in order
to show it to her friend. Therefore, they forbade the wearing
of a wig in a public domain on Shabbos. In addition, even
non-Jewish women covered their hair with kerchiefs in those
days (Rashi Sanhedrin 092). And this was the custom of many
non-Jewish women up until fairly recently, as can be raen from
pictures of previous generations, and is still the practice in

Middle Eastern countries.
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14. Upon creating every one of Chavah’s limbs, Hashem

roclaimed ‘fznius’ nulea Mot and mwne meam nwn”.
Medrash Rabbah Parsha 18:2)
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Rochelli was a
from Eretz
Yisroel. She and her
husband were invited to
be with a frum family for
Shabbos. Before Kiddush,
Rochelli was asked to put
on a Tichel to cover her
hair. Curiously she asked
the wife, "how come you
don't cover your hair"?
The women explained
to her, that her head is
already covered with a
wig...

When they discussed why
the challahs are covered,
Rochelli asked “if we
can cover our hair with
hair, can we also cover
challahs with challahs™?

Dear Women,
let us
remember:

By wearing a proper head
covering, you are making
a great Kiddush Hashem!

TO GAIN CLARITY CALL: X
YIDDISH: 718-400-7989+ENGLISH: 917-924-992

FOR COMMENTS OR TO DONATE 1
929-214-7945 {
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Final Conclusion:

Ladies we trulycommend your e ort; Ashrayichem!! Your taking the steps to bring Geulla to your personal lives, homes and to the
World. We strongly urge you to read polls taken from Indian in appendix A and see all documeted proof and advice from our sages..
please if you can muster up the strength and immediately burn your wig (in safe manner outside home ) in a preferred aluminum
(one time use container ) etc.. get rid of the indian idolotry wig and away from your home asap. € While it's burning; Is a time of
ratzon; pray for yourself and all israel..as smoke goes up to make shamayim so happy with your courage as an eshet chayil !

A) The Power of Prayer

Prayer is the most powerful thing we have today. Every woman dreams of a good life, a happy home, meaningful relationships, joyous
celebrations... When you want something, pray for it! Pray in your own words to Hashem, read te lim — whatever talks to your neshama.
We warmly recommend this sefer:

Between Me & You

This precious volume of prayers, in English and Hebrew, drawn from the words of Rav Noson's Likutey Te lot, gives expression to the
hopes and dreams of each Jewish woman. Organized by topic, here are prayers to sing with, to cry over, to believe in and to soar with.
Above all, let them open your heart to receive the greatest blessing: a new closeness to the Provider of all.

B) Seeing the Good in Every Woman

When you see a lady not covering or using a wig; train your brain to nd good points and love her. This generation is so hard to rebuke;
but we can lead by example and we can teach.

“Judge everybody favorably!” (Avot 1:6). This promotes peace (Rashi).

“One who judges others favorably, is himself judged favorably.” (Shabbat 127b).

God’s way is to focus on the good. Even if there are things which are not so good, He only looks for
the good. We are obligated to seek only the good - always! (Likutey Moharan II, 17).

“If you nd but a little bit of good, then the sinner is not — he is no longer guilty; search his place and
he is not there - but is now to be found on the side of merit!” (Likutey Moharan I, 282).

Read more here:
The Good Points — Azamra

You can nd a PDF of this on our site www.malachei26.com to share at no charge.

May we merit to all be joyous today and every day as we approach the coming of Mashiach and the nal Beit Hamikdash.



APPENDIX: (A

QUESTION ANSWER
1-Have you tonsured in the past or el
would you consider tonsuring some
time in the future? b.No

a. The purpose is just to remove
the hair.

given in some way to the deity oris
the purpose just t‘o remove the hair c. | don't know
(to remove ego, sins etc.)?

d. Other (please explain).

a.No
: : b. Yes
3-So, to ask the same question again
in a different way, when tonsuring is
the hair being received by the deity? c. | don't know.

d. Other (please explain).

a. The cutting is just to get the
(If you answered that the deity is hair off for offering afterwards.
receiving the hair-answer "b" for

questions 2/3) b. The cutting of the hairisgiving or

partof the giving of the hair.
4_Is the CUttiI"Ig Ofthe hail'jUSt to get SesEEsEssseEEEREEERRRRREEERREREREERRRERE
the hair off and after it could be
offered, oris the cutting itself giving

c.ldon't know.

Ol’paTtOfthe giving Of the halr tO the T T PR T PR TR T
deity? d. Other (please explain).

(If you answered that the deity is

oy ; a.No
receiving the hair answer "b" for
questions 2/3)
5-So, to ask the same questiona b. Yes

different way, is the cutting of the
hair part of the giving of the hair to
the deity?

c.ldon't know.

b. The hair is being received by
2-When tonsuring, is the hair being the deity.

:

TOTAL
203 81,85%
45 18,15%
24 8,22%
255 87,33%
10 3,42%
3 1,03%
28 9,59%
246 84,25%
15 5,14 %
3 1,03%
29 11,33%
258 85,16%
6 2,34%
3 o
25 9,84%
22488,19%
‘ 5 " 1,9.:{.;/.0.. :




& doneinthetonsuring hall is being done in

QUESTION ANSWER TOTAL

(Ifyou answered that the deity is not
receiving the hair - answer "a" for questions a.The purpose is to make myself bald
2/3) for the deity.

9 25,00%

6-1f you answered that the deityis not

receiving the hair) Is the purpose of tonsuring RIS T8 purpose is to cut my hair for the
to make yourself bald for the deity, or is the deity.

purposeto cut your hair for the deity?

27 75,00%

a.No, the cutting itself is not part of
(if you answered that the cutting is notpart the worship to the deity.
of the giving - answer "a" for questions 4/5)

3 10,71%

7-Is the cutting itself part of the worship to
the deity? B 7 £ b. Yes, the cutting itself is part of the

worship to the deity. 25 89,29%

T 2 7,41%
(If you answered that the cutting is not part :

of the giving answer "a" for questions 4/5)
8- To ask the same question in other words is

the cutting of the hair itself an act of Biae

worship?"

25 92,59%

a.No 7 2,40%

9-Is it considered that the tonsuring being

the presence of the deity?

c.l dont know

271 92,81%
13 4,45%

1 0,34%

d. Other (please explain).

TR TN

a.Becausethere are smallidols in the
tonsuring hall. : 33 11,30%
!

.
T R T PR T

b. Because the whole area near the
temple isInthe presence of the deity.

10-If the tonsuring being donein the
c. Both reasons.

tonsuring hall is in the presence of the deity,
™ whyis itconsidered like it is being done in
the presence of the deity?

d. | don't know.

e. Other (please explain). 3 1.03%
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QUESTION ANSWER TOTAL

1- How long have you been working as a f 3to 36 A 12.32
; barber in the Tirumala Titupati Temple? i e g

a. The purpose is just to remove the hair, 0 0,00%

.
T T T

2-When tonsuring, is the hair being given in b. The hairis being received by the deity. : 22 100,0096
some v/ay to the deity or is the purpose just SRR AR A A T TR A SR SRR R e PR R S R —— R —
to remove the hair (to remove ego, sins etc.)? :

c.ldont know 0 0,009

3-So, to ask the same question again in a
different way, when tonsuring is the hair
being received by the deity?

a. The cutting is just to get the hair off for
offering aftenvards.

b. The cutting of the hairis giving or part

4-Is the cutting of the hair just to get the hair of the giving of the hair. : - M-

off and after it could be offered, oris the -------------------------------------------------i-----u--------- -------- A semssssmss R —— [ —
cutting itself giving or part of the giving of the

hair to the deity? c.l dont know

d. Other (please explain).

a.No
4-Is the cutting of the hair just to get the hair  ||RNEEEEE
off and after it could be offered, oris the b ¥es
cutting itself giving or part of the giving of the -
hair to the deity? R R R R YR e R S T e SRS e e

c.l dont know 0 0,00%




QUESTION ANSWER

a. No, the cutting itself is not part of

_, T-Isthe cutting itself part of the worship to the worship to the deity.

N thedeity?  EEEEEEEEEE TR e R PR R R R
b. Yes, the cutting itself is part of the
warship to the deity.

8-To ask the same question in other words. Is
the cutting of the hair itself an act of
worship?”

a.No

9-Is it considered that the tonsuring being
o donein the tonsuring hall is being done in - EEEE e e e e L L e L L L O P L LT RLLLERE
the presence of the deity?

a. Because there are small idols in the
tonsuring hall.

b. Because the whole area near the
templeis In the presence of the deity.

10-If the tonsuring being done in the
c Both reasons.

tonsuring hall s in the presence of the deity,
why is it considered like it is boing done in |
the presence of the deity?

0
S ———
21 100,009

0 0,00%
29 100,0096




APPENDIX: (B)
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Letter of Gedolei Yisroel

BS"D Elul 5784
The issue of wigs containing Indian hair has been a subject of discussion for over twenty years. In 5764
(2004), a psak was issued by the gedolei hador forbidding these sheitels as tikroves avoda zara.

Many have relied on a heter based on the opinion that the hair tonsuring performed in the Indian temples is not
done with the intention of sacrificing the hair to the avoda zara. Furthermore, the lenient opinion maintained

that even if the practice was indeed tikroves avoda zara, it was presumed that the hair used in sheitels did
not originate from these temples.

Recently, there has been more clarity based on many testimonies and much detailed research. It has become
clear that the practice of hair tonsuring Is indeed a form of tikroves avoda zara. It has also been established

that the vast majority of hair used in sheitels comes from this source. Therefore, the issue is relevant again
with full severity.

As of the present time, an acceptable heter has not been presented for this serious issue. According to many
Rishonim the transgression of deriving benefit from tikroves avoda zara is in the category of sins for which
the halacha is yehoreg v’al yaavor (one must give up one’s life rather than transgress).

It is our opinion that there is no way to avoid this severe problem other than ascertaining that the hair is not
from the temples, through strict supervision of the hair from when it is cut off the head until the completion
of the production process. As of now, such supervision is something which is almost non-existent.

The difficulty that this imposes on the tzibbur is well understood. However, our ancestors throughout the

generations sacrificed their lives al kiddush Hashem so as not to be contaminated by the impurities of avoda
zara, r’l.

Chazal say “’fum tzaara agra,” according to the greatness of the difficulty so is the greatness of the reward.
The Torah has already promised (Devorim 13;18), “No part of the banned property should attach to your hand,
so that Hashem will turn back from His anger, and give you mercy and be merciful to you and multiply you...”

In the merit of abstaining from avoda zarah and its accessories, may Hashem make us worthy of the time ‘

when all avoda zara will be destroyed, with the revelation of Hashem’s kingdom, may it be speedily in our
days, Amen.
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A LETTER FROM GEDOLEI YISROEL
IN ERETZ YISROEL AND AMERICA
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We are stating our opinion, that because the situation of the wigs in recent years is getting worse
and worse, and the great Poskim have already declared that many of the wigs of today are

forbidden by halacha, therefore certainly covering ones hair with a headscarf is a big correction
of this matter, and one must strengthen and encourage those who make the effort to do so.
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In the Yalkut Yosef entitled m2) N9 »7
"INV NYUND 1710) NNS” NYPaN MON P13
‘T
N12) INSN NN NPONY NYND PN ANIN
N"9YN Nniv 1 1'va
(It begins) To the honorable Mrs. Racheli R. Shetichye,

I am happy to hear about your Kabbalah that you accepted on yourself to throw away the
Peah Nachris and to switch to wear a Mitpachat like the Minhag of our righteous mothers from
previous generations.

I know it is a very big Mesiras Nefesh for a lady who is used to going out with a nx9
™), and now at this time she has no easy task to stand up to other girls/women in her family
and friends, they don’t know and don’t understand the greatness to cover ones head according to
Das Torah and the way prior generations great and enlightened Gedolim taught, At the head of it
was someone who was like the eye of light Maran my father, the Rebbi of all SN 993 Rav
Ovadia Yosef Zt"l, his Zechus should enlighten us. He elaborated in amoav n1in as well as n1in
na Yyav If he would be almost like Sedom we would have been compared to Amorah. He was
the man who stood up to fight this topic with all his strength and might. Praises are to Hashem
that his words went out of a pure and holy heart and went to ears that listen. And many and full
people desired to go in his light. And this is even though it is public knowledge that he had the
strength to be nn things. However even so in this specific topic he did not find an opening to
give a ann. However he came to the conclusion that from most Poskim from prior years, a Peah
Nachris is totally 970N,

We have already written in length in the 5% P50 ‘N 710 nav QP VP (printed )"YYUR)
In ¥APY NN 1T NV 10 we brought many great worldly Poskim that prohibited it in a very
severe transgression the wearing of a Peah Nachris. And you are praise worthy, and praise
worthy is your lot that you are now standing in this tremendous challenge and test and going out
wearing a Mitpachat or hat, and you are covering your head like the Din. (It is permissible to
allow a specific measurement to be revealed from the hair of the head (writers note 10 readers I am
not specifically saying the amount) like 1s written by the Nnvh NiNIX pY MIvAa IPYNON D™NNn N'av)
(Ti) and for sure this i1s the intention of the Torah when a lady has an obligation to wear a
covering on her head. Because the whole goal of the Holy Torah in the topic of mmm nvn nTis
for mynx** and we wrote that here i1s a mistake NUIRWNY - that 1s rooted - by a lot of people,
that rely on the great giant the Gadol o120 >VOv Sya that it is as if he permitted the Peah
Nachris. And this 1s the foundation to the permissibility. (writers note: the words in BOLD were written
this way in the Kuntrus). However, the Shiltei HaGeborim did not permit it but in the Courtyard,
and not in the @370 mvn - public domain, like is proven there.

And therefore most of the great Rabanim for the Sefardim and the Ashkenazim, prohibited with
a very strong prohibition the wearing of it. And they made a loud noise that this 1s a stumbling
block to the public, and many traps are caused to >17nn Max - the religious Jews because of the
wearing of the Peah Nachris by the young ones. And not one came to the opening of the
problems and great obstacles that are created because of this. And therefore having a connection



to this has to be that it is something that it is a total prohibition, especially to the Peahs’ of our
generation, that they are more beautiful then natural hair, that even those few (Rabbanim) who
permitted (in the past), would not even permit (in our days).

WY, T01D) NG NDY MINTY UNY MDD Wapy nvinm) NNy 9)D Np3apn DY DI PNy M3 )0 12 oY YN
DTN MINY M TN TY ,DINX D IVY? 121 I DINM ,21T) DY DY vATP 123

(basic translation: Therefore, | am coming here to strengthen you on your wonderful and
important Kabbalah to wear a covering of the head that is proper and not a Peah Nachris. There
is in doing this a tremendous big Kiddush Hashem, and from you others should see and others
should do as well. Until Hakodosh Boruch Hu should enlighten his pure spirit from above)

"II2)D NNSD PPV D)222) DNV 53 Y

to burn all the o%ip>¥ (disgusting things) and included in them is the disgusting thing a
Peah Nachris ( Wig, Sheitel)!

('3 “PmyY X" 9T HOID XIDY) Y"1 13T 0D DI

And the words of Chazal in "a Ty X 97 HVID X903 are well known:

,DYI¥DD NN 1IN NMPTY DY) 12vaVY
(DXNN TN YN NTNIMNA PIY IMPTY DY) 1DWIA XMW 11 wT) actual words of the Gemara

The reward for our Righteous Women in Mitzrayim was that our forefathers were
redeemed from Mitzrayim.

(writer's remark: the well known ending to this phrase that most girls learn in school is not continued actually in
the actual wording of the above mentioned Gemara text see it written after the letter)

Continuation of the letter | starting translating above:

And 1t should be the will before our father the G-d high up, that in the ment of your great
¥9) npon to the Mitzvah of Tznius, it should protect you, and you should merit to see sons and
daughters busy in Torah and Mitzvohs, and they should enlighten the world with the light of their
Torah, The Torah should not move (go away) from the mouths of your descendants from now
and until the end of the world. And like the Beracha of vy y» 1mar »aw »ax i, that he engraved for
generations forever in his:

10000 910 71 75N, WA AN, I0IN V3> NI MINY 19D
and this 1s his Lashon:

P AN NNYY) QP1R 953 1370 MORY DPPISD LN AT 522 Nvyy 1Yo 2y nzaphn NYN 9
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-= 3T

NI NN TN, NN T X NI D21T) DN WTIp Y1



(basic translation)

NYN 9 any woman

nivy? VinYY Yy Nyapnn who accepts upon herself to watch-keep and do
DPDIAN WNia1 T Y2 like the words of all the Rabbanim that Paskened

aPin 553 12T NORY that prohibited the wearing of a Sheitel in all situations,
IYNT 92 NN D210 NNV IN Y212 P N NINYYY

and only to go out with a hat or kerchief that covers her whole head

Minay nioanv2a 7ann  she should be blessed with all the Berachos written in the Torah,

MMM with an abundance of sustenance,

payalvRit with sons who will get Semicha,

VUTiP Y NiNTY Nm and she will be worthy to see holy offsprings
mMina oYiT) o2 sons who are Gedolei Yisroel,

Mo T NN (sons who have) and pure fear of Hashem,
NI NiINTININ children who will Pasken Shailos to Kllal Yisrael.

And he continued (Chacham Ovadia Yosef Zt "l) to repeat these words ninnann pona

£==+ NP2 N9 10 N NTLVYPTIIND NPNY DYIY) NINMINY NINTNNY MPONN 71T IMY
(basic translation: In another location Chacham Ovadia Yosef Zt "l wrote this i1s a nasn way to

be similar to the nations of the world and like actresses who adorn themselves also with a Peah
Nachris-Sheitel-Wig.)

MR D2IT) DN VTP YR NIXIY NN ,NNIVN X ¥21D NYAIH ,10712) NNOA NNYY NYINND NYN J2VY)
(DIYp 1N Ty) 5"y .'T 712 ¥ DN 2D DI OIPNXIT DI IWUN MY T IR
(basic translation)

And any woman who holds herself back from not going outside with a Peah
Nachris-Sheitel-Wig, and wears a hat or kerchief-scarf, will be worthy to see holy offsprings,
sons who are great in Torah and pure fear of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that everyone who sees them
will recognize them that they are offsprings that Hakodosh Boruch Hu blessed. (until here are his
words).

And I have already written before that we heard on many people that were N1¥nya-ina
time of suffering, and they prayed to Hakodosh Boruch Hu in their Tefilos this specific Beracha
that 1s written above that was written by Maran, my father, my teacher, to those who are careful
to cover their heads according to the Din without wearing a Peah Nachris-Sheitel-Wig and they
merited to have a Yeshuah.

end of letter




",A112 VIV nPTY 0OY) 12V KON DN niviTH PNY’
The generations will not be redeemed except for the reward of the Righteous women who
will be in the generation.

(writer's remark: So where are these ending words from?)

(See now the words of the Yalkut Shimoni)
N7 2109 T 279 [17910 N 910 N3] - 2PV 0IPS?) 571 1IBN 1)
under the words: , "WN7 NN T )"
,970 TY) UNWUD 171IR0 22 D77 12N N2 YN NWDD 72 NN 1'N”
,12719 1920 FRYX" (1 PIDA NP D77) IIN NIl 1PoY)
VNI TY) Q2N (7907 91D TV 2 PIDA NS 719 - 20un) "N NUN" AR 797

",7712 VIV NPIRTY DOY) 12V KON DN niviTH PNY’

P27 NN N2 N2 PN 2-N1Y 232 ,"7-X1Y 1°2p INQNN) 1790 12" (3 7109 NS P19 DONRA) Ny
LW

In the Yalkut Shimoni at the end of Megilas Rus 1s written “The generations will only be
redeemed for the reward to the righteous women that are in that generation”. However, prior to
that it says “WHOEVER MARRIES A KOSHER WOMAN IS AS IF HE KEPT THE WHOLE
TORAH FROM THE BEGINNING TO END, AND ON HIM IS THE POSUK FROM
TEHILLIM “YOUR WIFE WILL BE FRUITFUL LIKE GRAPES”, THEREFORE, EISHES
CHAYIL, (LAST PEREK IN SEFER MISHLEI), IS WRITTEN EACH SENTENCE IN ORDER
OF THE ALEPH BEIS FROM ALEPH TO TAF.”

And the generations will not be redeemed except for the reward of the righteous women
in the generation.

Like it says in Tehilim Perek 98 Verse 3 "5-x1» map imuax) i7on 10" He recalled his

kindness and his faithfullness to the house of Beis Yisrael. To “Bnei Yisrael” it doesn’t say but
“Beis Yisrael” (which refers to the women).




APPENDIX: (C)

[
BENEFITS
OF TZNIUS

ﬁ Her tefillos will be answered and her brachos will be accepted. It says about the

righteaus and modest women, "Mipi honashim tzidkaniyos u'tznuos hoyoshvos ba'ohel. mlpl‘hqnashlm naeileh
tivareich v'siskayern habrocha - From the mouths of the nghteous and modest women that sit in the tent. from
those mouths you should be blessed and their blessing shall be fulfilled.” (Metzudas Dovid. Shoftim 5:24). What an
amazing ko'ach lies in the hands of a tznuoh! There is so much we ask from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. and how we yeam

for Him to answer our heartfelt bakoshos!

‘ She will merit to have good children. Hagaon Rav Chaim Kanievsky, shlit’a, said. “In the zechus
of tznius, she will merit to have good children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.” (Yumo 47a.)

’ She will receive reward in this world and in the next world. Rav Kanievsky contnuec.

*And for those women who are careful with the tznius of their head coverings and follow the psak of the robbanim.
they will receive scharnot just in Olam Hobo. but in Olam Hazeh, tool” Rav Eliyahu Mann, shlito. chovrusan of
Rav Kanievsky for 30 years, asked. "And what type of reward?" The Rav responded. "B ruchniyus and b'gashmiyus
Hashem will bentch her with more hatzlocho in parnassah and in everything that she does.”

Rav Mann then said. "We live in a generation where there are many women who follow their neighbors. friends and
relatives, and it is very hard to be strong to do what's right.” Rav Kanievsky positively stated. The harder Itis, the
more reward she will recelve!l” (This interview Is on Inspire by Wire, option 6. 1, 2, 11/) ‘

‘ Tznius sanctifies like a korban and atones for their family's sins. The phrase
"mishbetzos zahov levushoh, " (Tehillim 45:14) compares a tznuoh to a kohen. Chozal explain th'vs = ns.on by saying.
*Bizman shehi znuah b'soch habayis, kishaim shehamizbe'och mechaper kach hi meca)a i clob pa oo
that she is modest in her home, just like the mizbe'ach atones for sins, so too she at ptf?reia fa:sc(; e
a person sins, he Lransgresses the averrah and introduces upon himself a tumaoh (I)Jl:es or her fami yds S r; lé S
This incites him to do more aveiros. Tumah is not totally remaoved by doing tesh at causes consi erall r;ased
as a result of bringing a korbon, as a korbon generates a great Aedushg ar?d sang:izgsatﬁ‘;e. bU[oWIu Pe R
person.

Tznius has the same properties as a korban because when a moth

er co : ; e
atmosphere of the home wilh kedusho.. This kedusho penetrares the her:nj}tf t;fhﬁrs'?lf with true £2 i C tﬁy::: ::e
members of the family a desire to live in the full spirit of Torgh angd e Os the family and generates wi do
by the aveiros that they have transgressed. Hence the saying of Chozol, Tn eaf well as erases the damage causins
of her family like a korbon. ' znius of the mother atones the S
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clinic” against the enticements of the Yetzer Hora,

% Women have the Power to bring the redemption! p

saturated with tumah and Klal Yisroe/ in a virtually defunct state, gur mothers

They did not engage in conversation with the local inhabitants, since with thei

that fami.liarity through Speecf] lea_ds to a more serious form of familiarity. They did not look to dress ke the
othgr naugns. On the Sontrary. in Mitzrayim Chazol enumerate, “Shelo shinu es malbushom — They did not change
their Jewish clothing” (see Pesiktg Zu;oh, Shemos 6:6). They were so careful in all ways with this special mitzvah

uring Golus Mitzroyim, in 5 place
kgpt a remarkable leve| of Lznius,
rinnate feelings they understood

mothers, Hashem saw a future for Klal Yisroel in spite of their low spiritual state at the time.

In the sefer Kav Hayausher (82), it says that we, women and daughters, have a special power, a unigue force that
can literally drive us out of galus and bring the geulah in our days. If we will follow in their footsteps, then yes. we
t0o, can merit having a speedy redemption! Let's tap into our strengths and utilize our feminine Ko ach!

ﬁ Hashem’s Shechinah will walk with you. Theblessing tznius brings inits wake areincalculable
because Hoshern has a special love for those who practice a refined style of life anq maiqtain s[riclt privacy in a_lE that
involves their personal affairs. He feels a special closeness toward them for t.hey live a lufe of purity. 'I:hls significant
i it says,

fact can be learned from a few beautiful words of Chazal. In Pesikta Rabasi, Perek 46, it ays. She'en licha criba
lifnei Harakom min hatznius shene’emar v'hatzneah leches im Hasfvem Eloke_cha — Nothing is mor‘i ?:L?‘nvife rtlc[)
Hashem than the practice of tznius, as it is inferred in the passuk, “And go with modestyiaas yoal:ew[lha[ it
to be with Hashemn your God" (Micho 6:8). What greater fm'-tune can a person havfe than tc; U:aa[v\:‘ e g
the greatest dispenser of kindness, loves and is near to him. Every small step 0 ;;rl?gcr;; ap—
kedusha in our lives helps us draw the Shechinah closer to us, and where there is 1

. the mitzvos in the
The Kimarna Rebbitzen of Arzei Habira, Yerushalayif_n. taught, “Hokadosh Baruch Hu loves all the
world, but the mitzvah that He loves the most is tznius!

h said with ruoch
i i i ward. Dovid Hamelec
i in the highest possible re : oz UG TR
hakod -l;vz!‘\/l'l"sh:'ierrg:;szzh:r:zna imum acl?abdah——(lflwillmen[ to be) with the maidse

akodesh, “V'im

mentioned, | will be honored"” (Shmuel Il 6:22).

: . Dovi — felt that
s D T e ZOEEI'-:?egc;eRaemnigii exalted of men — ththed‘goZZfl?lZ,Tr;\vam in the
i i ish mother.” Dovid Ham . ive the highest \
:; ijg vt:'” b;w:t:; [?ssiﬁ\:g the loftiest level one could reach, aqd she can reCe‘we Chapter 601 "Horel snemsnr?ablsd;tjl
We lde WlsC - He 7pThe Maharal MiPrague, zt'l, wrote the following (Qevumss — We see that the /mafios Weriﬁeu is
h 9;' ;10 zr'ne‘ b(')tvzvr;ius ki ikar shevach haisha umadreigasa haelyona “ tzfnaluw0man and her supreme grea
angrc:ed?fed'f;;tr]i:narily for their tznius because the ultimate distinction o

|
wards [0 come:
the greatest ré AEP—
g wwrol vate herself to reap 2 V' hodar Levusha
her perfection in tznius.” This is how she can ele  tus nformation hs been 8" from sefer O
(Much of € het
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A Timetess Lesson in Modesty and Holiness
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“And Hashem said: Because the daughters of Zion
are haughty, walking with outstretched necks,
flirting with their eyes, walking with mincing steps
and attracting attention...”

the woman’s head.”

Chazal learn from this verse that a
married Jewish woman normally
covers her hair.

The prophet describes a generation in which external
beauty, pride, and attracting attention became more
important than modesty, humility, and holiness.

u KESUBOS 72a 2"y mamna

"R RNPNRTN”

. e RASHI ON 3:16 TARGUM YONATAN
The Gemara derives the obligation Y% 4y gy e
of hair covering for a married !
woman from the Torah itself. "mopTR” - "N Nrova” Targum Yonatan expands
‘ They walked proudly with the verse and explains that
""""""""""""" TR their headsraluad. the daughters of Zion
SHULCHAN ARUC beautified themselves

"Dy mMmpwm”
"IN2'ya mmn”
They intentionally drew
attention through their
eyes and behavior.
According to Rashi, the Navi
is criticizing pride, vanity, and
conduct designed to attract
attention rather than holiness.

excessively and behaved in
a manner intended to draw
the eyes of men.

u EVEN HAEZER 21:2
IR MY AR YW

Rules that a married woman
should cover her hair.

The emphasis is not merely
on clothing or appearance,
but on the attitude behind it -
seeking attention rather
than holiness.

7127¥ ARIVI IWRY POID
YW NR MooY

YESHAYAHU (ISAIAH) 3:17 ™ammyw?
"|"¥ naa ppTR NY noe” |
"Therefore Hashem will afflict the crown of the head
of the daughters of Zion."
RASHI: "jwR1 npp" — "Their heads will be stricken.”
Rashi explains that the punishment came specifically
in the area where the spiritual failing occurred.
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THE TRUE BEAUTY OF

. Y[ WHY COVER THE HAIR?
A JEWISH WOMAN ¢ 27y°wil NR ModY Nnh
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IN THE MERIT OF
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Every sincere step toward
greater holiness is

Every act of modesty
strengthens the

Every effort in tznius
has eternal value.

e
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A Time-Honored Mitzvah « A Life of Kedushah, Tznius & Dignity

& Torah-based according to Chazal
TEHILLIM 45:14 + 7™:n"p 0*>nn W Honor and sanctity of marriage ‘ HRIW? YK MIPTS 0w Mora”
"NR19 770 N2 AMad 9o @ Brings holiness into the home S9RND PTNY [M2Ta1 DNDD
“The glory of the King's daughter is within." W Invites the Shechinah into the family “In the merit of righteous women,
ish i i Israel was redeemed from E;
The greatest beauty of a Jewish woman pausiihenicasgitientity Y a:;dl thei st we will SGYPI'
is not what she reveals to the world, @ Sets an example for children R ¥ d ) ‘::n e
= but the holiness she carries within. @ Connects a woman to Sarah, Rivkah, “//. S
s Uf & ‘ Rachel and Leah — Shemos Rabbah 11:2
) W Preserves the dignity of a Bas Yisracl i ‘ - ‘\,@
> X -3 s ;\\ é ‘é

A POSITIVE MESSAGE OF CHIZUK ~ pw’n bYw qon

Every mitzvah
performed with love

SPIRITUAL DECLINE
& THE CHURBAN

1_Amnm nann amY?

YOMA 9b 20 XNV

Chazal teach that the Beis HaMikdash
was destroyed because of severe sins
and spiritual decline within the
Jewish nation.

27N wIpnn naw ornbn "N
M7 AT nn RN 5%
ORI nya
Many rabbanim point to Isaiah
Chapter 3 as one example of the
weakening of modesty, humility
and holiness that existed before
the destruction.

Sy pynasn bxw 'rmn oo

MYXa ATY AT A Pa9amryw?
T INIXD ANPAY AWITRa1 Ay

The timeless message
of the prophet remains clear:

¥ Holiness brings blessing.
¥ Modesty brings dignity.

| @ Humility brings closeness
to Hashem.

¥ True beauty comes j
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RIGHTEOUS WOMEN
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Bamidbar 5:18 - "nwR1 WK1 NK yIN"
Kesubos 72a - "X'n XKnwMK™M"
Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer 21:2
Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 3:16-17

Rashi on Isaiah 3:16-17

Targum Yonatan on Isaiah 3:16-17
Tehillim 45:14 — "9 7%n N2 nmas Yo"
Yoma 9b

Shemos Rabbah 11:2 -
“mpTY o'w) mora*
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May every Jewish woman know
her immeasurable worth, her inner beauty,
and the special role she plays in bringing

precious to Hashem. % Jewish home. brings light into holiness, blessing, and redemption
mynya myTnwn Y the world. i it 3
DMWY Ma3Y VP TYX 9 " > aeTp Yw awyn Y5 to Klal Yisrael.
AN W N%Y3 KD fanKa NMwyiw mun 93
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< 4 "' Fa—
“ \%‘/' May Hashem bless all the daughters of Israel with wisdom,
) iy ,
7
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) - health, happiness, strong familles, peace in the home,
and abundant blessings.

May every Jewish home be filled with holiness,
purity, modesty, and the Divine Presence.

May we merit the complete Geulnh and the rebuilding
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Building a Torah Home

A Torah home grows through love, respect, joy, patience, and shalom bayit. Mitzvot
flourish through personal example, sincere appreciation, gentle encouragement, and
prayer — not through pressure.

Daily Habits for a Husband

@ Your wife comes first.

The Torah commands, “Love your fellow as yourself” — Vayikra / Leviticus 19:18 — and
this love must begin first in the home.

@ Love your wife as yourself and honor her even more than yourself.

The Rambam teaches that a husband should honor his wife more than himself and love
her as himself. — Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Ishut 15:19

<" Honor your wife and bring blessing into the home.

The Gemara teaches that blessing is found in a man’s home because of his wife, and Rava

said: “Honor your wives so that you will become wealthy.” — Gemara, Bava Metzia 59a

J, Before leaving home each day, bless your wife with good health, long life, happiness,
success, protection, shalom, and abundant blessings from Hashem.

<+ When you return home, greet your wife first with a smile, kind words, and warmth.
¥ Express appreciation every day and never take her for granted.

|| Lead by personal example in Torah, mitzvot, middot, and emunah.

4% Pray for your wife and family every day.

V£ Rabbi Nachman of Breslov teaches:
“It is a great mitzvah to always be joyful.” — Likutey Moharan, Part I, Lesson 24

The Gemara teaches that when a husband and wife merit, the Shechinah rests
between them. — Gemara, Sotah 17a



In the Home — From Crossing the Narrow Bridge

A peaceful home is built one moment at a time. Crossing the Narrow Bridge, based on the
teachings of Rebbe Nachman, reminds us that life is a narrow bridge and the main thing
is not to fall into fear, anger, sadness, or despair.

In the home, this means:

¥y Choose peace before being right.
Not every disagreement needs to become a battle. Sometimes the greatest strength is to
stay quiet, soften your voice, and let the moment pass.

< Bring joy into the house.
A husband should try to enter the home with warmth, calmness, and a smile. Joy opens
hearts and brings blessing.

% Do not let anger lead the home.
When anger rises, pause before speaking. A few seconds of patience can save hours of
pain.

4 Remember: the whole world is a very narrow bridge.
Every person has struggles. Your wife, children, and family need compassion, not
pressure.

4% Turn challenges into prayer.
Instead of forcing change, speak to Hashem. Ask for patience, wisdom, love, and the right
words.

@ Make the home a place of encouragement.
A Torah home is not built through criticism. It is built through love, appreciation, joy,
forgiveness, and steady personal example.

Remember: A home filled with love, honor, joy, patience, forgiveness, and peace invites
the Shechinah and Hashem’s blessings.



Human Hair Industry - Well-
Documented Facts

1. U.S. Customs seized nearly
13 tons of human hair products
linked to forced labor.

On July 1, 2020, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP)
detained approximately 13 tons
of human hair products from
Xinjiang, China, valued at
roughly $800,000, because
they were suspected of being
produced with forced labor.

Official CBP:
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom
/national-media-release/cbp-
detains-chinese-shipment-
suspected-forced-labor-
products-made

ABC News:
https://abcnews.com/Internatio
nal/us-issues-warning-
companies-importing-xinjiang-
china/story?id=71559507

AXxios:
https://www.axios.com/2020/07
/01/us-china-forced-labor-
products-human-hair

2. CBP specifically banned
imports from a Xinjiang hair
manufacturer.

CBP issued a Withhold Release
Order (WRO) against Lop
County Meixin Hair Product Co.
after determining there were
reasonable indications  of
forced labor.

Official CBP:
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom
/national-media-release/cbp-
issues-detention-order-hair-
products-manufactured-
forced-labor-june-2020

3. US. law presumes Xinjiang
goods are made with forced
labor.

The Uyghur Forced Labor
Prevention Act (UFLPA)
presumes that goods produced
wholly or partly in Xinjiang are
made with forced labor unless
importers prove otherwise.

Official CBP:
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/forc
ed-labor/UFLPA

4. India is one of the world's
largest suppliers of human hair.
India is widely recognized as
one of the world's largest
exporters of premium human
hair. Industry reports often
estimate that India supplies
around 80-85% of premium
"Remy" human hair, though not
all human hair globally.

Reuters:
https://www.reuters.com/world
/india/indias-billion-dollar-
temple-hair-business-2024-03-
19/

5. Hindu temples openly sell
donated hair.

Millions of Hindu devotees
shave their heads as part of a

religious vow (tonsure). The
temples collect, sort, and
auction this hair to wig
manufacturers around the
world.

Official Tirumala Temple (TTD):
https://news.tirumala.org/ttd-
nets-rs-41cr-through-human-
hair-e-auction/

https://news.tirumala.org/ttd-
nets-26crores-through-e-
auction-of-human-hair/

6. Temple hair generates
millions of dollars annually.

The Tirumala temple authority
earns tens of millions of rupees
every year through public
auctions of donated human
hair.

Official TTD:
https://news.tirumala.org/



