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01 | THE FOUNDATION

Azamra: Find the Good First

Likutey Moharan 1:282 - Azamra

Rabbeinu Nachman teaches us to seek and identify even a small good point in another |ew.
Seeing that good helps lift a person toward merit, joy, and renewed service of Hashem. This is the
spirit in which to approach every daughter of Israel.

Before speaking about a sheitel, recognize the woman wearing it. Perhaps she keeps Shabbat,
gives tzedakah, comforts a friend, raises her children with love, prays, or is quietly struggling to
da what is right. We do not know another person's full story.

A woman is never defined by her head covering. She is a bat melech - a
daughter of the King - deserving of dignity and warmth.

A simple Breslov practice

1. Motice: Find one genuine good paint in her,

2. Appreciate: Give that goodness its full value; do not erase it because of something you
disagree with,

3. Pray: Ask Hashem to bless her and guide her, and ask Him to guide your own words.
4, Encourage: If advice |s welcormed, share it privately, gently, and without humiliation.

A halachic discussion can be serious without becoming a judgment of the woman. Even when one
believes a change is necessary, love and prayer must come first.
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02 | A PRACTICAL PATH

From Good Points to Prayer

Likutey Moharan 11:25 - Hitbodedut

Rabbeinu Nachman encourages each person to speak directly to Hashem in their own words.
Instead of carrying anger or criticism toward anather wornan, turn concern into heartfelt tefilah.

A prayer for another daughter of Israel

Hashem, look at Your precious daughter and at all the beautiful things she does. See her
kindness, her mitzvot, her struggles, and her desire to come closer to You. Please fill her heart
with joy, dignity, faith and peace. Bless her home and family. Give her clarity about Your will and
the strength to take the right next step, with good guidance and without fear or shame. Help me
see her good and speak only with love. Amen.

When discussing wigs and head coverings

Lead with Torah and dignity. Share the concerns about the source of hair with care and
distinguish verified facts from claims, opinions, or disputed conclusions, Different halachic

gquestions require different rulings.

Ask rather than assume. Let a woman consult her own gualified rav about the sheitel she owns,
its origin, and the correct head covering for her circumstances,

Support rather than shame, Offer practical alternatives, positive examples and encouragement.,
Do not pressure anyone to burn or destroy an item without first establishing its status and
obtaining appropriate guidance.

Our aim is not to win an argument. It is to help another Jew experience
more closeness to Hashem.
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It is my IT HAS BEEN 13 YEARS since a group of
o Orthodox Jewish Rabbis in Israel declared
pt ofessional wearing wigs made with even one strand of
opinion that ritually tonsured hair from India as taking part
in idolatry. It was ruled that such wigs were
98% of the forbidden to be wom. This very dramatic
hair sold incident was put to rest when the sheitel
; i companies managed to procure raw hair
. wnf lliIWIdE from sources other than India under Rabbinic
is originally supervision. This supervision spared Jewish
sourced wornen from the very serious transgression of
, idolatry through wigs and permitted the use
from Indian once again.
Templ.e hair Unfortunately, recent imvestigations have
exposed that the majority of hair currently
VINCE SELVA being used in the wig and extension industry
ts and always has been Indian Temple hair.
This hair is being bought and re-labeled as
Eurcpean, Brazilian, Mongolian, Russian,
Chinese, Peruvian, and Uzbek Hair. The
hurnan hair trade is unregulated and has no
oversight. Importers, wholesalers, suppliers,
manufacturers, and merchants are able to
label the hair at their own will. This fuels a
lucrative and deceptive industry. Vince Selva
is & 73-yr old Indian importer and owner of
Indio Asian Human Hair in Inglewood, CA
whao has been in the hair industry for close
te 30 years. It is my professional opinion
that 98% of the hair sold worldwide is
originally sourced from Indian Temple hair,”
Vince says. “Because big money is involved,
there are many lies in the Industry. China,
which is the biggest manufacturer of wigs
today, buys their hair in huge quantities from
Indian Terples because of the copious supply
and reasonable price and then re-label it
With a population of roughly 13 billion
people, just over 600 million are women.
With those demographics India certainly has
the capacity to supply human hair at a global
level. According to documentary Hair India,
Hindu pilgrims have donated their hair at
holy temples throughout Southem India for
centuries in an attempt to purify themselves,
and repay debt to their gods. As legend has it,

The hair s fine and thin, and has a
texture similar to European hair.

Vishnu — an avatar of God and the Preserver
of the World — tock out a loan in order to
pay for his wedding. But Vishnu’s loan was
so large that it would take him thousands of
years to pay off his debt. Now many devout
Hindus help pay off Vishnu's debt by offering
the anly thing they have: their hair,

AT THE TEMPLES, an estimated 700 barbers
sit in lines on the concrete floor and tie the
waomens hair into ponytails before cutting

it off. Once the large portions of hair are
removed, the barbers use a razor to shave
each pilgrim’s head. On average, each woman
donates about 10 oz. of hair. Baskets filled
with hair are collected every six hours and
stored in a vast warehouse where it is piled
knee deep. After temple tonsuring, the hair
gets washed by hand in giant baths, then
pulled through long beds of spikes by hand
to smooth and separate lengths before being
tied into neat bundles of 200 strands each.
At this stage hair is often chemically soaked
to remove pigment to be sold as blonde hair
or ready for recoloring.

BLEACHED AMD PIGMENT
STRIPPED IMDIAM HAIR

Indian hair is very versatile and hardy.
The raw hair can be stripped of pigments
to look and feel like natural blonde hair
without diminishing its quality. Indian hair
is naturally silky and is usually not treated
with artificial dyes. The hair is fine and thin,
and as stated earlier has a texture similar
to European hair. In most cases, the hair
has never been subjected to anything more
abrasive than coconut oil and herbal soap,
and has often never been cut before. The
cuticle layers have not been chemically
altered and care has been taken to keep
roots and tips from running in opposite
directions. The hair is of high quality, feels
and looks natural, retains dye colors and
perms better than other hair. The hair
lasts longer through normal wear and tear
because the cuticles act as a protective
layer for the rest of the fiber.

It's estimated that each year India
exports 4,000 tons of temple hair. The
hair is sold in yearly auctions. The hair
goes to the highest bidders. According to
the merchants, one ton of hair is equal to
donations from about 3,000 women. Since
the shaving ceremony and sale of hair is
not limited to one holy site, and 85 percent
of the people in India are Hindu, those
companies that export India’s hurman hair
don'’t foresee a shortage of temple hair
anytime soon.
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100% Indian

Raw Indian Hair

Do other countries contribute enough
measurable supplies of hair to the global
market to actually substantiate a labeled
claim of European, Brazilian, Russian,
Peruvian, or Mongelian hair? Don't they have
enough of their own hair supply?!

According to Vince Selva, they may have
a very minuscule amount, but nowhere
near enolugh to supply the hair market,
“Although there are some women in poor
villages whao will sell their hair, this is a very
small minority, making up about 1% of the
hair industry. [t's more likely that the agents
are being dishonest about the hair's origin.”

Locking more closely at the “European”
and “Russian” hair markets it is logical to
conclude that hair isn't freely donated, thus
the supply much smaller and more costly
than Indian Temple hair. It is also important
to note that Ukrainian and Russian hair is
usually lighter in shade than Indian hair
which is almost entirely dark brown to black
in color. European women don't generally
have naturally black hair, making it almost
impossible to have large supplies of naturally
dark hair available to the market. Industrial
dyes may be used to darken blonde hair into
mid brewn hair, hewever it would be illogical

to adulterate light colored premium quality
hair by industrially dying it dark. The color
will almost always oxidize and will not retain
the dark shade for long. Indian hair having
similar texture and density to European hair
is alse naturally dark and will not fade or
axidize the way dyes will. This makes Indian
hair extremely preferable for natural dark
wigs. Conversely, Indian hair can indeed be
bleached to a blonde shade or stripped of
all its naturally dark hue and re colored to
any shade necessary without diminishing its
value or quality. Essentially, Indian hair can
easily and efficiently be processed to look
and feel almost exactly like European or
Russian hair,

Some vendors play tricks on customers
by maintaining several seemingly
independent websites offering an array
of differently labeled hair. One site sells
“Russian Hair™ and another sells "Crher Hair”
One company in Dublin, Ireland which sells
processed “Made in China” hair, shamelessly
advertises it as “Spanish Hair", and then
offers the same products as "Russian Hair®
on another site, Images of hair supplies in
Moscow on yet another site deceive buyers
into the belief that this same vendor is
selling virgin Russian hair.

Great Lengths

With so many long wigs readily available
at reasanable prices on the Jewish market
today, it should raise questions as to where a
large enough supply of such long hair comes
from. As menticned, Indian women generally
keep their hair very long and refrain from
cutting it except for ritual sacrifice purposes.
This ensures a steady supply of free and
long hair to the temple for auction to the
hair industry. Where in the world other
than India can a supplier find consistently
long hair at consistent pricing? A European
womnan selling her hair would not shave her
head to do so. Therefore she would still
need to retain at least 10°-12° of her own
hair after cutting to maintain hair on her
own head. One can reasonably conclude
that in order to successfully make a standard
long wig of 16”-24" [ with an additional 3"
for pracessing ) a woman would have to have
hair te her mid thigh before cutting it. Hair
grows at about 17°47-1-2" a month. At that
rate it would take approximately & years to
grow hair long enough for the fashionable
wigs of today. Furthermore it is important
to note that one wig requires an average of
hair from five women. An average of five
women growing thelr hair for approximately
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B years for one wig suggest the need for
tremendous amounts of a constant hair
supply In order to keep up with just the
jewish wig niche of the market. The only
logical source for enough hair at those
lengths and quantities would be from India.

Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow

Where does all of the hair go once
purchased by global buyers for wig
production? Are wigs made locally in the
country of origin? Mearly all wigs in the
Jewish market are processed and sewn
into a cap by Chinese factories. These
factories produce wigs efficiently and at
low costs. They have the best processing
toals, cheap labor, and an eagemess to
please the customer. These factories also
operate almost entirely free of regulation
or supervision. They have been known to
pravide false labeling in their products
origin, and switching or diluting hair
shipments from customers with their own
cheaper, processed, and unwanted hair. Since
Chinese factories buy an enormous quantity
of Indian temple hair, it is highly likely that
many Chinese manufactured wigs contain
Indian hair. A custamer sending their own
virgin hair to China, should highly suspect
that the virgin hair may be mixed with
unidentified (Indian temple hair) or missing
completely. There is no guarantee that
hair will not be tampered with. It is nearly
impossible to say with certainty if a wig
is free of Indian hair. Relying solely on the
word a trusted supplier isn't enough. Aside
from the possibility of the supplier providing
misleading information, the manufacturers
also have to be trusted implicitly. According
to investigators, the only possible way to
verify with complete certainty the origin of
hair in any given wig is to watch the process
first-hand from step A to Z. This would
require a constant watch from the moment
the hair is cut from the head, washed,
cleaned, separated, and bundled. Then with
hair in hand at all times travel to China
to oversee the coloring, silicone coating,
blending, wefting, ventilating, and packaging
process. Such a venture would be extremely
arduous and cost prohibitive. Therefare
the wig industry relies solely on “trusting”
the supplier and manufacturer to deliver
a product free of all Indian hair. Without
a regulatory and supervision system, this
creates open opportunity for cormuption.
Furthermore, once hair is colored, silicone
coated, and blended it is nearly impassible
for even an expert or Mashgiach to

ascertain the country of origin. Wig brands
and kosher supervisors who proclaim that
their wigs do not contain any Indian hair
whatsoever may be victims themselves of
dishonesty and misrepresentation. While
they may have very good intentions, they
are most likely being duped from the

very beginning by a corrupt industryl The
exploitation begins at the source. The
Indian hair is being labeled and sold as
European, Russian, Mongolian, Brazilian,
Peruvian, Uzbek, and Ukrainian hair from the
suppliers. The wig companies believe they
are not buying any Indian hair, however
what they may not realize is that the
“Brazilian Hair" and “European Hair” they
are buying is most likely coming from the
Indian temnples! The Kosher supervision and
Kosher certification may therefore be very
Kosher certification may therefore be very
guestionable. Telling consumers that a wig
is Kosher based solely on the hair having
been bought in Europe isn't sufficient and
the h boughy In Europe isn't swificcent and
is probleratic. Since a large majority of
the hair supply in Europe is intentionally
mislabeled Indian hair, the wig companies
themselves don't really know the origin of
the hair they are buying. Saying “we buy
only European hair,” cannot and does not
constitute a Kosher certification.

b4

Ask the Expert:
What's the Difference
Between Brazilian &
Indian Hair?

99% of the time Brazilian hair,
Peruvian Hair or Malaysian hair
is actually hair from India or
China that has been processed.
For instance, when | go to
India | am often buying large
amounts of hair alongside
Brazilians who purchase the
curly Indian hair and process

it with steam to deliver

tighter curls and remarket it as
Brazilian hair with a premium
price tag put on it. Malaysian
hair is often Chinese Hair
blended with Indian Hair for
sleeker and shiner appearance.
Give me a country and | could
goonand on; but | won't

Dafna Mya Smith,
COwner and Creative Director
for Sunny’s Hair & Wigs

”
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Tirumala's gleaming scalps spell
shining prospects for hair business

TONSURING TO PLEASE THE LORD IS A CENTURIES-OLD RITUAL AT THIS VAISHNAVITE TEMPLE.

By: GS
Radhakrishna

This season we
achieved a 45% hike in
tonsuring, an all-time
record! Around 5,000

people could be

tonsured in one shift
of six hours. During
festivals, the number
goes up to about
45,000 heads per day.
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Head to the famous temple at Tirupati in
Andhra Pradesh and you are likely to find
a lot of bald men and women, propitiating
Lord Balaji with a vow of tonsure. Gleaming
scalps are everywhere, some smeared
with sandalwood to keep the head cool,
especially in the summer heat.

Tonsuring to please the Lord is a centuries-
old ritual at this Vaishnavite temple. As
devotees flocked to shear their locks for
divine intervention, the management of the
temple realized that there was money to be
spun from these tresses.

In the past two years, the temple
management, the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTDY), has unleashed
corporate processes to cash in on the global
demand for human hair. Cash registers were
ringing during Brahmotsavam at Tirumala, a
nire-day festival held every October. This
year's Brahmotsavam saw 1,500 barbers,
including 277 women, working round the
clock to shave off the pates of 3.4 lakh
devotees, of which 1.7 lakh were women,

“This season we achieved 45% hike in
tonsuring, an all-time record,” says 5n
Venkataiah, deputy executive officer of
the Kalyana Katta, the massive tonsuring
platform at the hill shrine of Tirumala.
"One of every two devotees who came to
Tirumala for the Brahmotsavam offered
the hair,” he says. A total of seven lakh
(700,000} devotees visited the temple for
the event this October,

The credit for the bumper offering of
hair to Lord Balaji goes to the initiatives by
TTD's executive officer, Sambasiva Rao, and
K5 Srinivasa Raju, Joint executive officer.
Understanding the potential of the sale of
hair, Rao intreduced various measures that
have made tonsuring easy for devotees.

In collaboration with Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), TTD has introduced online
tokens. The platforms for tonsuring play
soothing, devotional music while television
sets bearn mythological mavies and
bhajans. CCTVs have been put in place to
ensure that devotees are not cheated by
cut-throat barbers.

Since the commencement of the
Brahmotsavam this year, the TTD alse
provides breakfast for devotees awaiting
tonsuring at the Kalyana Katta. The main
Kalyana Katta has been turned into an
air-conditioned hall, Around 5,000 people
could be tonsured in one shift of six hours.
There are three other mini Kalyana Kattas.
“The platforms are cleaned every two
hours and the hair is sent for washing and
drying,” says a TTD official overseeing the
Kalyana Katta.

The revenue generated from tonsuring
is hair-raising. It crossed Rs200 crore in
2012. That was when bulk auctioning of
human hair was done once in six months
to selective bidders. TTD officials have
now woken up to the potential of online
auctions every manth. In 2011, when TTD
began e-auctioning of human hair, it sold
1,578 tonnes for Rs618 crore. This massive
sale was of hair that had been stored for two
years and the backlog flew off the shelves.
The biannual e-auctions in 2015-16 yielded
Rs200 crore, with menthly auctioning done
at M5TC (Metal Scrap Trading Corporation,
a small Kolkatabased PSU). "What was just
a whiff of income has now skyrocketed to
15-18% of the annual revenue of TTD," says a
senior TTD official.

Bang for the Bucks

India is one of the biggest players in the
human hair industry and its annual exports
are about 4,000 tonnes (8,818,490 lbs),
earning $B00 million annually, according to
the commerce ministry. China is the biggest
importer of human hair, followed by Brazil,
Hong Kong, Italy and the US. The Tirupati
Hair has become a major brand in the global
hair trade circuits and hair extensions made




of Tirupati Hair are sought after.

On average, around 35,000 heads are
shaved every day at Tirumala, yielding
almost 500 kilograms of hair. Each barber
is trained to shave 60-70 heads during a
sixhour shift. During festivals, the number
goes up to about 45,000 heads per day.
An estimated 12 million devatees go for
tonsuring at the hill temple, say TTD
officials. Five years ago, tonsuring cost the
devotee a fee of Rsi0. In 2011 it was made
free of cost — this was because the TTD
began to take the sale of hair seriously
and projected it internally as a major
source of revenue, after collections from
hundi, sale of darshan tickets, laddoos and

accommodation charges.

The TTD has also ensured that hair is
harvested in a hygienic manner. Every
devotee is given a fresh blade and a tablet of
sandalwood paste with the tonsuring token.
Barbers are given antiseptic
solutions.

The hair collected in
Tirumala is cleaned and
dried at controlled temperatures and
stored in categorised bins at a warehouse in
Tirupati. It is broadly divided into six grades;
depending on the length and texture. Remy
hair, which is long and uniformly trimmed,
has a big market in Europe and the US, where
it is woven into wigs.

Tue EcoNoyic TivEes

India is one of the biggest players in the human hair industry and its
annual exports are about 4,000 tonnes, earning $800 million annually.

Daily activity in Chennai, leading exporting port of India Nov 26, 2016

Date WS Code  Product Descrition Foreign Country Forsign Port IndiaPort  Value(NR) Value(USD) Std(my StdUsit Qty Uit Mode
M- MG LROOND  HUMEH HAIR United Slales OFf Amerca Hew ok Dedha or XIET8 44 1 Mas. 1 P Air
Mo MOIE  CPOMNE DO HUMARM HAIR PRODUCTEUE - XX Netherlands Amsterdam Hyderabad Air 3700 107502 187 Kgs 181 Kgs Air
6 Mo 201E EMNOINIE 10" BUDTHANY HUMAN HRR WETT Urated Staies O Amenica San Francizcn  (Mladras dis 54087 53115 1 Kgs 1 Kgs Air
HENew HNE  ENOOONE OO HUBARM HAIR PRODUCTE DT - ¥°  Switzerland Tunch Hyderabad A 18BELE f RN LY 1583  Hgs 1583 Wgs Alr
MNawF1E EMNODOND 127 BUDTMANY HUMAN HUR WEFT Urabedd Staties Of Amenca Atlanta Mo Air 447443 B0 .54 (1] Kgh ik} Kgs Ai
PN 2016 SPOOOT0  HUMAN HMAR Uralied Stales OF Amenca Hiew Yook Dl ir 304 140 ) M5 ] Pes A
TE-New- 016 NG00 1E° BUDDHEARY HUMAN HAR WEFT Urated Staies Of Amencs Atlanis Mg Ais ) e 820 0il Hgs [iR} Mg Ay
HNew 2016 M0N0 HUMAN HAR Unibed States Of Amarics. NewYek Dol 644 50 I N P Mk
T6-Maw- 2006 SMODID IO HURALN HAR PRODUCTS T - 72" Hady ik Hyderabad Aw 1585108 2033585 k1] Mg n L5 A
oMo 06 ENOMIE  HUMAN HAIR Urabid Slales O Ameracs Hew Yok Dt Bor 1z 1 2 Mas 2 Pes Al
MNer 16 GIGI0  HUMANHAR Urdbed Slates Of Americs. NewYork  DelAe  GI518 80 T e 2 Ps A
M Ne 2016 GO0 16" BLETHAMY HUMAN HAR WEFT Unibed States O Amersca. Mats MadessAv | TH2241 1022 02 Mgs 02 Mg A

SOURCE: wwwi infodriveindia.com

China is the biggest
importer of INDIAN

hair, followed by

Brazil, Hong Kong,

Italy and the US.

There is no
shortage of
long hair

to supply
the wig
industry.
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Russian Hair Company”

The supply of
real Russian
hair is not
sufficient for
an industrial
coloring

You can find websites with most
ridiculous hair products advertised as
“Russian Hair'. Be careful with vendors who
sell "Mercedes” and “Yugo® on the same

lot, you might find “Yugo™ parts in your new

"Mercedes’. Mixing “Mercedes” and "Yugo”
parts makes an "affordable Mercedes”. If
a vendor sells “Remy” hair and “Russian
hair, maost likely all of it is just a processed
‘Indian Termple” hair.

Why it's not Russian hair? Because
the supply of natural, real Russian hair is
extremely limited, so It is Impossible to
codor process it in the industrial way similar
to huge quantities processing of Indian/
Asian hair. Not to mention that during the
color processing there is a 30% loss of
hair. Imagine the cost of the final product
if that would be real natural Russian
hair industrially color processed? Only
cheap hair in huge quantities can be acid
processed and colored that way. Besides,
why would someone process and pre-color

this very limited, precious, most expensive
natural Russian hair if the only reason why
it is s0 expensive is because the availability
of this hair In lts natural state is extremely
limited. Vendors who sell real Russian
hair would never pre-color it before the
customer evaluates the hair in its natural
eondition. The supply of real Russian hair
is not sufficient for an industrial coloring
and the cost of such process with already
very expensive raw hair cost would be
astronomical. That is why well-known hair
extensions corporations with retail or ‘via
hairdresser classes’ distribution systems
simply don't carry real natural Russian hair,
although they are pretending to. So, if you
see someone offers pre-colored "Russian
Hair', you can be sure that the hair you will
get is not real Russian hair.

Real natural Russian hair Is so expensive
and rare for a reason - It supposed to be
100% natural at the start point.

Great Lengths®

Up to four tons (8,000 Ibs) of raw hair

arrives in Nepi, near ltaly’s capital, from India
every month. Here the hair underpoes very

Ceeatlengths

time consuming and elaborate

processes, primarily by hand,

to ensure hair is treated as
gently as possible.

This requires specially
trained employees for the hair bundles to
become the extensions women around the
world are delighted
to have added to
their hair.

Before immersing
the hair in the
osmaosis bath for
10 to 20 days for
depigmentation,
workers sew each
strand to white
strips of fabric to
ensure the cuticles
of the hair all follow
the same direction
during subsequent
production steps.

The raw hair can be stripped of pigments to look and fieal
like natural blonde hair without diminishing its quality.

Mo other genetic structure is as similar
to Eurcpean and Morth American hair as
that of Indian hair. Asian hair, for example,
is noticeably thicker. To madify it to the
texcture of our hair, the surface would need to
be treated with acid The consequence: The
cuticles are destroyed; the natural shine as
well as the elasticity and resilience are lost.

The secret of the compaosition of the
osmosis baths which gently rernove the hair
pigrments from the raw hair in 15 to 20 days is
guarded similarly to the Coca Cola formula,

Only a few Great Lengths employees
know the actual recipe which eliminates
treating the surface of the hair with
chermicals, which would damage the outer
texture, i.e. the cuticles. Instead, osmosis
baths slowly, hence very gently, remove the
dark color pigments from inside the hair.

This gentle process — without any harsh
chemicals - preserves the natural cuticles of
the hair. And so the hair also keeps the shine
and the elasticity of high-quality extensions.

The time the hair remains in the bath
essentially depends on the desired color.
The lighter the extensions, the longer they
undergo depigmentation,
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The surprising source of some
celebrities' hair extensions

BY NINKA MBAYE AND HUIZHONG WU @CNNMONEY

AT A SMALL TEMPLE IN CHENNAIL INDIA,
DOZENS OF HINDU WOMEN SIT ON
WOODEN CHAIRS, WAITING FOR THEIR
HAIR TO BE SHAVED. It's an act of complete
devotion to their gods, and the first step in an
extraordinary journey that sees their long, dark
locks woven into the hair of women thousands
of miles away.

Each year, the Sri Bhavani Amman Temple
collects more than three tons of hair from
the heads of pilgrimes. At one time the hair
was burned, but these days it's put to a more
pragmatic use: [t's sold to processing plants,
which treat it then export it around the world.

The open secret to some celebrities’ full,
lustrous hair |s that it's not always their own.
And the trend for celebrities to wear hair
extensions has helped grow the global market
for wigs and weaves,

Multimillion doliar trade

Extensions can be made from synthetic hair,
but many salons use hurman hair because it can
be lightened and heat treated. Global exports of
human hair are dominated by China and Russia,
but Indian hair has a reputation for quality and
its exports are worth 5300 millicn a year.

Selling hair earns the Sri Bhavani Amman
temple $150,000 a year, and this is only a fraction
aof the millions that larger ternples eam. Devotees
don't receive any money; they are instead
rewarded with food and religious serenity.

“The temple cannot have [the hair] lying
around and we can't just throw it out in the
dusthin,” explained Anjan Lokamitra, the
temple's managing trustee, Instead, at the end
of the year the hair is sorted and auctioned to
the highest bidder.

"Companies come from different places and
they bid for it, and those funds are used [for the]
temple in terms of various buildings that we are
planning in the next two years,” said Lokamitra.

There are so many women who shave
their heads at temples that hundreds of hair
processing factories have emerged in Chennai.

Among them is Shanmuga. Here, dozens of
workers meticulously disentangle, categorize,
delouse, wash, dry and color the hair.

Around 1,000 kilograms of hair are processed
by hand each month. Weaves are sold for $500
per kilo; extensions go for 3900 per kilo. The
factory’s annual turnover is close to 53 million.

“Indian hair is somewhat similar to European
hair in texture,” said Murali Krisna, CEO of
Shanmupa. “It's not as hard as the Chinese but
not as soft as European. So when we prepare
hair extensions, the final product exactly
matches with European hair”

Different countries favor different styles, said
Jyothi Krsna, Shanmuga's managing director of
quality control “In France, people like straight
hair and they want extensions mainly,” she
said. “In other countries like South Africa and
America, they like curly hair. Curly is for the
African market, straight is for European market.
The American market is cosmopolitan — they
like all the textures.”

Blonde ambition

Shanmuga targets its offerings accordingly,
exporting a third of its hair to Asia and a fifth
to the United States. But its biggest market is
Europe, where it sells through retail partner
Hair Luxury, based in Paris.

"The biggest market and the biggest
customer in Europe Is Italy,” explained Remi
Chinta, CEQ of Hair Luxury. "And now we ang
trying to expand also in Morway, in Sweden,
for all the blonde extensions because thens
is a big demand for blonde extensions there.”
Shanmuga specializes in dyeing its hair blonde.
Hair Luxury can sell the hair for more than
52,000 a kilo. its customers are hairdressers,
like Paris-based Ebtissen Tekouri. She buys the
hair every three to four months both for her
clientele and her cwn personal use. She pays
5360 for a bundle — arcund 150 grams.

"| love using this hair on my head because of
the length and the quality,” said Tekouri,

Her salon is a long way from Chennai, and
the women whose hair she wears on her head.

“When you buy it and it is beautifully
packaged you forget that this hair was once
someone else’s” she said. “You don't see the
background story, you only see what is here in
front of you."

B.K. Murali Krisna, CEQ
of Shanmuga
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Shear devotion: The
barbers of Tirupati

HEAD TONSURING AT TIRUMALA VENKATESWARA, ONE OF THE WORLD'S MOST VISITED
PLACES OF WORSHIP, IS A TURNING POINT IN THE LIVES OF MILLIONS. ROSHNI NAIR
TALKS TO ITS BARBERS TO GET A SENSE OF THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES

Eight years hefore

DNA his death in 2012,
Rabbi Yosef Shalom

Elyashiv left many

DALY NEWS & MALYSIS . oo for

synthetic wigs. lsrael's arbiter of Jlewish

taw had, in 2004, banned wigs made from
Indian tresses. The hair was assoclated with
idolatrous Hirdu rites, he said, making it
off-limits for Orthodox Jews. Most womean
from the community, who'd use hairpieces
to cover their hair out of modesty, then
opted for synthetic products after burning
the real hair wigs.

But the edict created no dent in the
business of Tirumala Tinspati Devasthanams
{TTD), the trust managing approximately 28
temples in India. Almost all TTD temples
offer chudakarana (hair tonsuring) services,
but the jewel in the crown — Tirumala
Venkateswara temple - fetches Rs. 250-275
crore from annual e-auctions of hair donated
by devotees. On June 12 alone, a whopping
85,518 heads were shaved at Kalyanakatra,

a building outside the temple dedicated
solely for the purpose. Although thousands
are also tonsured at TTD s guesthouses,
Kalyanakatta is perhaps ground zero of the
global wig industry, its gears oiled by the
likes of M. Subba Rayudu.

‘Around B0 on holy days, weekends and the
haliday season. 40 otherwise, says Rayudu,
referring to his daily workload, The second-
generation barber has tonsured heads at
Tirurmala for three years running. Before that,
b heacd his cwm salon. “But unte pita la late ho
gava,” chips in Rayudu'’s brother-in-law T Siva
Kumar, alluding to the demise of the former’s
father, who'd worked there for 34 years. Rayudu
waas then absorked into the Kalyanalatta feld
& permanent [ TD employes.

Head ronsuring at Tirumala is an epoch-
making event in the lives of millions, a
metamorphosis upon having a wish fulfilled,
& miracle witnessed, a loved one pass away or
the ego tamed. And the barbers are central.

Reports peg the number at around SO0 full-
timers, but Rayudu estimates that the total
worlforce is some 1,800 strong — of which
arcund 700 are permanent and the rest,
piece-rate (part-time) and sevak [volunteer]
barbers. While piece-rate employees work
six-hour shifts, Rayudu — a full-timer — works
eight hours, seven days a week for 15 days s
month. The first chift kicks off at 2a.m, before
Suprabhatam seva or the first sart (2:30-
3.00a.m.), and the last at midnight.

Siva Kumar's father worked 15 years at the
ternple as a piece-rate barber. Back in the
day, the rate was Rs.2 per person, he informs.
Today, it's Rs.7 for a full tonsure and Rs.3 for
a partial one, All barbers must wear white
sampradaya vastra or traditional clothing and
a tilakam on the forehead. And only those
from the MNayee Brahmin (a term sometimes
used interchangeably with Mai) caste can
work at TTD temples. Barbers from other
castes won't find a way in.

The skill of the temple barber lies not just
in big tonsure counts. It's about being able to
do clean mundans of wailing, flailing tots. A
ik is like a teacher’s red ink on one's report
card — particularly in the case of infants
aged 3-% months as their scalps are tender.

‘It can be tough.’ Rayudu smiles. ‘Children

get agitated, so we don't rush. If parents have

a hard time holding them still” Dealing with
senior citizens and the differently-abled oo
can be challenging, he says. Although they
form separate quewes for darshanam (worship),
there's no such provision at the Kalyanakatta.
Their fatigue, as also that of thousands who
spenids hours in the queue, makes them cranky
and irate. Because of the swelling numbers, the
barbers' lunch break lasts barely 10 minutes.

A jobr as demanding as this is bound to have
repercussions. Being constantly seated and
having no breaks after overworking the arms
results in sore legs, wrists, shoulders and a bad
back. "But you get used to it. In fact you can't
use a barber chair after shaving heads this wany
What takes several minutes in a chair is done
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Brazil & South America are
saturated with Indian hair too

There is only one company in the world dispensing a
hechsher on human hair for the use In wigs. Several years ago,
this company located In Israel, ascertained that It is extremely
difficult to source authentic European and Russian hair
because of an Incredibly small supply of raw hair indigenous
to the region. Therefore, this hechsher company began
sourcing Its hair from Brazil and neighbaring South American
countries under the notion that the copious supply of hair

E:iﬁ hair il . gt o i ._' =1 Dark Indian hair is
Approximately 10 years ago, a prominent Jewish Brazillan Y T proce ssed into every
businessman Initiated & venture in the wholesale human hair 4 ; PDSEibIE shaide

trade with the Intent of supplying the Jewish market with
“kosher certified” 100% non Indian hair. This businessman
quickly determined through market insiders and hands on
research that Brazil was completely saturated with Indian hair.
It was close to impossible to secure large amounts of hair
verifiably free of Indian hair. Rabbi Serial Rosenberg, Raave'd
of Bals-din Bnel Brak, worked closely with this businessman
to determine a viable way to obtain totally authentic
South American hair and provide a reliable hechsher, Rabbi
determined that It was Impossible to prove the

origin of the hair therefore making It Impossible to dispense
a hechsher. At ancther opportunity, the businessman asked R’
Landau of Bnei Brak to supply a hechsher. Rabbi Landau, who
was In Argentina at the time for other kashrus transactions,
traveled to Brazil to Inspect the human hair market. After
laborious and Intense research, Rabbi Landau adamantly
refused to give a hechsher on the grounds of the market being
flooded with Indian hair in a mest unscrupulous fashion. He
would take no part In overseeing a kosher certification In such
a corrupt market. It was impossible to certify any hair "kosher”
in South America.

Much of South American hair is sourced from Paraguay, a
country bordering Brazil.

The following is a snapshot from the Indian customs -
India exports hair to Paraguay and to 55 other countries.

Dats Rtsiewed from

Q’E ] EXIM SOLUTTONS DGCEES, Minktry of Commere B industry, Gove. of indla
- i Petsidlie: #90 SL300 ThE4] | Phofd: 481 11 41325515
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Indian
Hair Hoax

THE HUMAN HAIR TRADE IS A GROWING, AND VERY LUCRATIVE INDUSTRY

THE HUMAN HAIR TRADE is a growing,

By: Vince Selva

and very lucrative industry, With sales
exceeding 12 billion dollars a year,

customers should look out for scams and

unethical manufacturers and suppliers.
My name is Vince Selva. | am a Los
Angeles based hair importer sourcing
hair fram three locations in INDIA. [a)
Hindu Temples (b) Christian Churches,
(c) Direct Donors at Village level. The
hair from the Hindu Temples and the
Christian churches are bought directly
from the sources by contracting direct
with them or buying from those who
have contracted with them. The village
level is more labor intensive, expensive
and it is difficult to harvest a consistent
predictable quantity. | am the owner of
the Indo Asian Human Hair Int. Inc. in
Inglewood, Calif, and IndoHair.Com and
I've been in the industry for nearly two
decades. Originally from South India,

| began my career as an importer of
wholesale raw hair. | began selling retail
about thirteen years ago. We started

manufacturing many products with the temple
hair. This includes Wefted Hair, Wigs, partials,
closures, 360 and so on. We also sell Raw human
hair from direct donors to the temples and
sellers at village level. Raw and processed hair
is a billion-dollar industry saturated with scams
and corruption. People ask me = Where does
the majority of hair for wigs and extensions
come from today? The only place in the world
that has organized commercial quantities of hair
is from India where approximately 617 million
women ritually donate to the Hindu temple

or the Christian Churches. Hindu pilgrims have
donated their hair in ritual purification for
centuries. It's a symbol of religious devotion
and surrender of the ego. All of this hair has
become an extracrdinary economic rescurce
for the temple and its custodians. There is no
shortage of free hair from the pilgrims for the
temples to auction off to exporters. It's simple
economics, supply and demand. Indian temples
have a huge free supply of "sacrificed™ hair, and
the world has a huge demand. For wholesalers,
it makes the mast sense to buy where the
supply is high and the price is reasonable. It
wolld be impossible for emough hair to be cut
in European countries to provide for the world,
There are some temples around the world that
shave hair like the huge ones in India. Some of
these countries are Indonesia, Bangladesh, etc.
However, the volume from

these countries is miniscule in comparison
to India. There are women in Europe that cut
their hair to sell for a price, but again this is a
very small minority and it would never provide
enough hair for all the wigs being sold on the
market today.

The hair in wigs labeled "European Hair" or
"Asian Hair,” most likely all contain hair from
India and are being fraudulently labeled. Other
labels include Mongolian Hair, Brazilian Hair,
Peruvian Hair, and Uzbek Hair. It is impossible
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to trace the origin of all the hair since
advanced processing techniques disguise
the natural feel and lock of the hair, and
often may destroy all recognizable DA
Another industry known secret is that hair
which comes from Russia may at times
come from cadavers. There is no way of
knewing if the hair came from a live person
or a dead one.

China, which is the biggest manufacturer
of wigs today, buys their hair in huge
quantities from Indian Temples because of
the copious supply. Even hair purchased
from Europe is often sourced from India
Because big money is involved, there are
mary lles in the industry. | personally know
people in Los Angeles who buy Indian hair
and then sell them to Jewish businessmen
claiming the hair is "kosher” and is from
European countries. People have even
advised me to lie about the origin of the
hair from India, as this would financially
benefit my company. Unfortunately, this is
the norm in the industry and | refuse to take
part in this.

It is my professional opinion that 98% of
the hair sold worldwide is originally sourced
from Indian Temple hair. The Temples have
become an extremely efficient source of
hair. Tirupati is the richest Indian temple.
Here, tens of thousands of people donate
their hair. There are huge rooms where
hundreds of pilgrims are shaved at the same
time in a sort of assembly line. They want to
miake a sacrifice to God and wouldn't take
any money for it. Indian hair is considered
the best stand in for European hair in the
market for its quality and length. Indian
women take exceadingly good care of their
hair and don't use any chemicals, bleaches,
or dyes. They wash and comb it frequently,
curl the ends with their fingers, and use
coconut il on their hair for nourishment.
They generally keep their hair long. There
were instances when | have received and
sold 42" hair. The long hair and extra curly
hair is now becoming more expensive and
rare as the demand for it rises. After a
customer purchases hair, they then usually
send it to China or Europe for wig, extension,
toupes and to manufacture an armay of other
products required by the hair industry. The
most popular destination being China as they

Indo

HAIR

posses the skills and mass

low wage labor. Once the
hair is out of the supplier's hands it becomes
a matter of immense trust between supplier
and manufacturer. The trust factor with most
Chinese manufacturers is very low. They are

I would like
to reiterate

knewn to switch the supplier's hair for their

the basic

oWn
lesser quality, processed, or unidentified .
hair, This has been my general experience economic
over the years. . . i
| would like to reiterate the basic principles
econcmic principles relevant in the hair relevant

trade, supply and demand. India has a huge

supply of free quality hair, and the world is

in the hair

currently demanding large quantities of hair

for wigs and extensions. Most hair used in

trade, supply

wigs today has originated in India, and are

not labeled as such.

and demand.

Inde Asian Human Halr Int.Ine,
355 East Manchester Blvd
Inglewood, California 90301

In conclusion, I'd like to highlight the following:

1
2

98% of all human hair in the world originates from Indian hair. That
includes all colors, dark hair, light hair, as well as color treated blonde hair.

With a population of roughly 1.3 billion people, of which just over 600
million are women, India certainly has the capacity to supply human hair
at a glabal level.

There are no regulations whatsoever in the hair industry. Thus, many
countries will re-label Indian hair as their own, and that includes: Russia,
Europe. Brazil, Peru, China, Bolivia, Malaysia, ltaly. Indonesia, Ukraine, and
Many more.

Once hair has been processed, no expert can tell where the ariginal hair
has come from. There's no way to feel the hair, and ascertain its origin.

Most wigs are processed in China. The Chinese manufacturers operate
within a market which lacks oversight or regulation. They have been
known to provide false [abeling in their products, and hair switching. China
buys an enormous amount of Indian temple hair. A customer sending their
ewn virgin hair to China, should highly suspect that the virgin hair may be
mized with unidentified (Indian temple hair), There is no guarantee that
hair will not be tampered with.

Although there are some women in poar villages who will sell their hair,
this Is a very small minority, making up about 1% of the hair industry. It's
miore likely that the agents ase being dishonest about the hair's origin.
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Removing the obstacle of

Avodah Zara (idol worship) from our camp

We were presented with the following halachic question: There ore some wigs on the market which hove o
| hechsher (kosher certification) claiming that they do not contaln hair from ovedah sara (idol worship) socrifices.
Can we rely on this hechsher?

Our answer: As is well known, In the year 5764, the rabbanim and great poskim in owr generation, omong them:
Moran HoGoon HoRav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv zi”l, Moron HoGaon HaRav Shmuel Halevi Wosner zt7l, yb't
Maron HeGoon HoRov Nissim Karelitz shiito, and the rabbanim and goonim of the Bais Din Tredek Ha'eida
| Hachareidis lead by HoGoomt HaRav Y. Tuvio Weiss shiita, ruled thot wigs which contoln any human hair from
India that was sacrificed for avodoh zong

|| are unequivocally forbidden and may not be worn.

Maron HoGoon HoRav Elyashiv 2171 wrote (po letter dated Tommuz 5774):
“It is forbidden to use wigs which are made
I from any human hair which come from India.”

In o subsequent letter the Rov added, (Tommuz 5774), in response to the same question asked of him: There is a general
halachic rule that ‘even Safek-Avadoh Zfara (even i his imtention is not known), it i assur (forbidden) ond thot a non-jew
performs which i onetn)” thod aceajid be done for avadah zave (even If his inention is not knowm).' B is occepted that his
intention wos for avodoh zoro. Indeed, Maran HoGoon HaRov Wosner 2T stoted the: following: "Who knows il the use of
these wigs has also been the couse of the many physical and emational trogedies in Jewish homes, rL”

It hos become known that within the worldwide industry of maonufocturing wigs, the majority of human hair
originotes from the hundreds of idol worshippers in Indéa. it wos confirmed thot it s exdremely difficult to trock
down where the hoir on the market originotes from. For this reason, our robbonim have ruled that

It is forbidden to use any human hair that does
not have an absolute verification of its origin.

It has come to our attention that it iz clearly impossible under any circumstances to oversee this

process, Even hair that comes from countries which are far away from India con still originate from India, As is

known, one cannol trust or rely on the monufocturers, merchants, or distributors of hair who daoim that they

themselves cut off the hair in their home towns. It is obligotory occording to holocho thot o group of Jewish

mashgichim [supervisors) who fear Heaven must oversee the process - from the time that the hair is cut wntil it is
wonven (nto 2 wig. This is something which iz not possible at all.

Thus our opinion, the daas Torah is that all hechsherim that have
been given on the wigs are invalid and one cannot rely on them.

And one who guards his soul should distance himself from them.

We also feel obligated to protest agoinst the giving of o hechsher on wigs which are nonetheless forbidden

occording 1o the kows of modesty (tzmius), nipus [covering), and natural-locking wigs, upon which all gedoled yisroel

have prohibited. One would never consider giving a hechsher on meat that was cooked in milk (chalavim). “We'll at

least sloughter it occording to ‘holocha.” 50 too, it i impossible to give a hechsher from ovodah roro on

something which is ogainst tznius and is therefore forbidden to be womn, Indeed, these wigs couse the erosion of
trnius omong Jewish doughters.

In the meerit that Bros Yisroel will guand themseles from Such severe transgressions,
we will be zoche to the geala shleima bkroww.

Thiss, we undersione In onder to save the public from sin. Tammuz 5777

M-:‘r”"’l std oYl ‘r:ﬁr 1O ah Py fave ﬁwﬁ o

Rabbi Moshe Rabbi Shimon Bodonl  Robbi Yehuda Silman HﬂWSerlul Rabbi Chaim Meir
Mordche Korp Mesover of Mosors Heod of Bods D Great Bals Rosenberg ‘Waosner
B of Sowinon Kohih Gedalnel Moliaah Ree of aff Bals Din Great Do R of Dévnon Mohe
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1st Hair industry Conclusion Its is imperative to reiterate that the wig and hair industry is
completely unregulated and lacks moral insight. Therefore, anyone engaging in any form
of buying, selling, or production in this market should be aware that it is almost
impossible to verify if Indian Temple hair has been used in their wig hair or extension. It is
also crucial to emphasize the overwhelming evidence of Indian Temple hair usage
worldwide! The basic economic principle of supply and demand affirms the large
probability of Indian dominance in the hair market, with Indian temples hair being the
main commodities worldwide wig and hair industry needs good quality hair in many
length and textures and Indian Temples have it in abundance and very reasonable prices.
Having the closest resemblance to the finest European hair Indian hair becomes the most
economical choice for the industry inside; with a continuous reliable supply of hair being
sacrificed and cut in the Indian temples. It is likely that Indian temple hair is being used
perhaps almost everywhere; even by those that say it's not from their or don’t know it is
from there.

In India there are 1.21 Billion Indians, 85 percent Hindu, 652 million women about 28
Temples. In just one of the temples in Turmilua,85,000 heads are being shaved in a
holiday/business season. Each barber shaves 60-70 heads during a six-hour shift. This
practice is called Tonsure (where they pay/force women into slave labor) and make them
grow hair very long and have it ritually shaves as an offering to the temple. This is a
horrible sad process that is going on daily. People needs to speak up and put stop to this
slave labor and idol worship to false g-ds (idol worship).

Now that you have the hair/wig industry expert report we will now move forward in the
the next portion of the book and learn what the Torah and our great sages have said in
past and are saying about this now...
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On Rosh Chodesh Kislev 5778 ,the Rishon letzion ( Chief Sephardic Rabbi of Israel )
came to visit Los Angeles, for 1 week. During the visit a secret meeting took place
between The Rishon letzion and Harav Eliayhu Netaneli Shlita (a mekubal and Gedol
of not only America but also the world)

In their hand is a letter ( attached ) discussing the current “Wig and Avodah Zara
matter “ and after this a letter Ha Rav Eliyahu Netaneli wrote in Hebrew and Farsi.
We also included an English version to explain as best we can.

We say this with love and care to our sisters, wives, and daughter’s Just like a loving
father must rebuke his kids because he cares for their future in this world and the
next..
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As we all know Jewish nation has been anxiously waiting for the coming of the
great redeemer that will bring the final redemption for our nation and all the
people of the world. The coming of our redeemer is depended to the Teshuva
(Repentance) of all the Jewish nation from all the sins, learning Torah and doing
Mitzvoth.

One of the main Mitzvoth that is very fundamental and important in the holy
Torah is the details of the Mitzvah of tzniut (Modesty), the ways that Jewish girls
and women should dress and behave.

From the beginning of the Jewish nation in Egypt, until close to 200 years ago, the
Jewish nation was the symbol of modesty. But, due to living among other nations
in the European countries, a big change appeared in the dress code of the Jewish
ladies and girls.

In Russia, the government made a decree that women cannot cover their hair in
the public. As a result, married women started to appear in the public without any
hair covering. Therefore, to solve this unfortunate situation, some of the Rabbis
gave permission to married women to wear wigs as some sort of head covering.

In other countries of Europe even thought there was no decree against wearing
head coverings, Jewish women followed the society and would go out without
head covering.

But, in Asian and Islamic countries, Jewish women would cover their hair in the
public. A lot of Rabbis in those days voiced their opinion against wearing wigs.

It is important to mention that wigs in 150 years ago, looked like a wire mesh,
which did not attract any attention. But still, because it had some similarities to
hair, it was not considered proper head covering.

Nowadays, due to the advancement in the wig making industry, wigs look much

better and more attractive than a women'’s own hair and no one can deny that
wearing wig, would cause inappropriate thoughts and desires.

There is no doubt that the reason for a lot of disasters such as house fire (which
happened a few months ago and caused tragic deaths ....), and different
sicknesses ...all are because of impure thoughts and temptations caused by
women wigs, which brings Hashem's anger.

Another problem with the wigs that are made by natural hair, is that most of
these hairs are coming from India, which Indian ladies shave off to bring as a

Indian Hair Uncovered B 35



sacrifice to their idols. Another issue is that, some of these wigs are made from
the hair of dead women. In any of these cases, one is not permitted to get any
benefit from them. Any women who wear these wigs, in each second she
commits a few sins and in her lifetime, it adds up to million sins!!!!!

Even in the synthetic wigs, there is mixture of regular hair, in order to make it
more flexible and to look more natural.

Even those wigs that are told to be from European countries and not from India,
there is no guarantee on them, since in most cases they send it to Europe from
India and don't let the consumer know the origin country of the wigs and there is
no Rabbi who had supervised the whole process from the cutting of the hair to
the point that it gets to the costumers to make sure that is 100% not from Indian
hair and nor from the hair of dead women and put his stamp on it to certify it as
Kosher.

A few years ago, a group of women went to Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Aurebach ZI,
to ask him the reason for a few tragedies that happened to the religious
community in Eretz Israel and wanted to know what can be done to change the
decrees. Harav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach Z"l, one of the greatest Rabbis and
Halachic authority, said that it is all because of wearing wigs in the public!!!

Even if the wig was not used for idols and not form dead person hair, the fact that
a non-Jew wore it before has bad effect on the Jew wearing it based on Harav
Chaim Kaniyevski shlita.

In the end it is important to mention what one of the greatest Rabbanim and
Mekublaim, Harav Yitzchak Kaduri Z"| has said about wigs: He said that use of
wigs, unfortunately has caused cancer to become so common. He said this based
on the logic that because of chemotherapy treatments, one loses his hair and
would need to use wigs.

Another important point, a big Rav by the name Rabbi Avraham Lifshitz shlita, has
reviewed the parts of Gemara (Talmud) that deals with wigs for hundred times
and it became crystal clear that there is absolutely no permitted way to wear
wigs.

May Hashem help us to do His will the right way to merit the final redemption
speedy in our days. Amen!

T 02
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Rav Ovadia Yossef on Wigs / Sheitels
(with English translation)

There are more than 20 poskim who say that this is completely
forbidden, it is absolutely forbidden to go out of the house into the
public streets wearing a peah nochrit (wig). It is just as if you are going
out with a completely uncovered head. Just like it is forbidden for a
married woman to go out with her hair uncovered, it is equally
forbidden for a married woman to go out with a wig on.

There was a great gaon, Rebbe Pinchas Horovitz, a world sized giant,
Rebbe Pinchus Leibush Horovitz, he took his beit din with him and they
took a Sefer Torah with them and they pronounced a cherem (a decree

of excommunication) on any woman who would wear a peah
nochrit (wig). Who can violate a cherem of a man as great as this?! He
was a giant, a giant in Torah... To violate his cherem... Who would
violate such a persons’ cherem? This is in addition to the fact that there

were many Gaonim who have written explicitly that wigs are forbidden.

Any Rav who is lenient regarding wigs will face judgement
for it in the future!

The Gaon of Vilna writes in his sefer on the Mishnayot explicitly that
wigs are forbidden.

The Gaon Yaabetz writes extensively in his sefer ‘"Mor Uktziah' and in
his sefer "Tshuvot Yaabetz’ very explicitly that wigs are absolutely

forbidden!
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The Chatam Sofer writes, "After the Gaon Yaabetz has thusly said,
it is certainly necessary to forbid wigs."

The Maharif Chiyut in his sefer 'Ish Chiyut' writes in one of his teshuvot
(halachic responses), "It has already been forbidden by the greatest of
the world and there is no room for leniency in this matter. Only the
apikorsim (heretics), the minim and apikorsim are the ones who are

lenient in this matter. Everyone else is very cautious in this matter."

Rav Chaim MiSanz writes in his sefer 'Shu"t Divrei Chaim' as follows, "It
is the actresses, wild and immodest women, they began with this
practice. Many have learned from them, we have mixed with the goyim
and learned from their ways. "

To my great sorrow, | have heard of many good girls who would prefer
to wear a cloth head covering, and the boys, those learning in the
Yeshivot are making conditions not to date them unless they commit to
only wearing a wig after marriage. What Yeshiva students are these?
These are ignoramuses, fools, wicked people! They are defaming the
name of Hashem. People who ask for things like this learn in a yeshiva?!
What Torah are they learning? They will have to face judgement for this
in the future.

The author of the sefer 'Atzei Arazim' in Even Haezer writes, "l am
certain that any Rav who is lenient in the matter of wigs will have to
face judgement in the future!"

Posted by Yehoshua Goldstein at
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Drasha #3

Igroi Kodesh, Volume 6, ™70

B"H, 19" Sivan, 5712 Brooklyn
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subject ol uncovered heads, and [ am very sorry abouwt
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subject (Rabbr Moshe Alashkar, the Tzemach Tezdek etc. etc.) Aside from the answer that was published long
ago in the Even Ha'ezer, end of part one, clause 139, il is also found in a printing in "Sha'ar Ha'miluim®, pan
one, clause 45, and also see "Chidushei Hatzitz® (the Tzemach Tzedek) on the Shas, Brachos 5:1. And also,
regarding uncovering the arm, one should also do this according to what is explained in the Shas and poskim
from the aspect of “dat Mashe v'Y ehudit™ in it. And when this is repaired, then with time it must be assumed
that they will achieve tikun after tikun. jend of quode from the Robbe's loier]
The Tzemach Tzedek also wrote there that a pe'al nochrit (wig) is considered "dat Moshe v'¥ eludi™. Anyone
who permits wigs 15 making a grave mistake — and any ralk about permining a pe'ah nochr! only referred 1o
wearing one in the house belore one's husband, and not chay vshalom outside!
From here we see that the Rebbe brought down the Tzemach Tzedek's forbiddance, and recommends
studving the Tzemnach Tzedek in depth, where he specifically writes that pe'ah nochrir is forbidden. And
I have quoted the Tzemach Tzedek in many of the books | have published.
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No Parnassah? take off the Sheitel - The Lubavitcher Rebbe

The Rebbe writes a letter to someaona in the year 5718, that the reason for the lack of pamassah,

I= not s0 much dua to the aconomic situation in the country, rather becausa of not balng caraful

about the shaitel for women.

What you write about your [hardship with] Pamasah (livelinood) and also those of others, | can’t
hide my opinion, being that it is of relevance to others and on a matter of such importance: my
opinion is, that a primary reason for the lack of success until now, is not so much the natural
reason — that of cumrent economic difficulties in the country, because there are many who
overcame these difficulties, but rather the issue of sheitels of the wives of Anash,
and even though the Limud Z'chus on them (which is more then a Limud Z'chus - for it is true) is
that they got used to it from how they would act in our country [Russia] where it came with great
hardship, and became a matler of habit which made it seem permissitle Ch"V for them, however,
it is known that a limud z'chus is a great thing — but doesn't change the situation — that at the end
of the day the situation with Sheitlen is entirely problematic and troubiling.
May it be that my words should be accepled just as they are [intended], not as words of sevarity
Ch"v or reproof, but rather with hope that perhaps finally Anash will do what they are able, to add
in their success with regard to Health, Parnasa, and true Nachas from all their offsprings
sheyichyu, in a manner of joy glad-haartedness, and may it be tha will [of Hasham] that he will find
fitting words to accomplish all this in actuality, the earlier the better.

Rabbl Yhzchak Dovovik shilia: “The Rebbe told me privately In the month of Tammuz 5732: to
buy the wigs at a loyal man because there are problems and fears with the halr from Indla.”
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Its 7 am in the Home of the Great Rabbi And Rebbetzin Kanievsky in Bnei Brak, Israel. People come to the Rabbi from all
over the country to hear his words and receive a blessing and the Rebbetzin, who s accompanied by thousands of
women; women come to greet her and receive a hug. We received a rare glimpse into the room of the glant of the gen-
generation and to the heart of the great mother, Rebbetzin Kanlevsky, and a special message was transmitted to the
women of Israel by the Rebbetzin (77) during the national women's conference held at Yad Eliyahu, Tel Aviv, about for-
ty-elght hours before Yom Kippur, attended by some 10,000 women and girls from all over the country Hidbarot, who
came to record her greetings for the New Year, | got an exciting conversation with the number one woman on the ul-
tra-Orthodox street.

For those who do not know yet, it Is said that Rabbanit Kanievsky is much more than “the rabbi's wife.” Batsheva
Chaya, later the "Rebbetzin®, was born in Jerusalem to a privileged family, as the eldest daughter of Lithuanian Ortho-
dox leader Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv. Her maternal grandfather is none other than Rabbi Aryeh Levin.

It is hard to believe that the meeting took place with a 77-year-old woman, standing up and smiling patiently through-
out. But that's just part of her intensive work. Since being ordained by the rabbi to handle public inquiries, she is busy
providing blessings and advice, as well as petitioning prayers for the women who knock on her door morning and eve-
ning. Her Home has been open to every passerby for years, and nothing in her life meets the title "private.”

And what about reception hours? Well, between 9:45 AM and 10:00 AM, after morning prayers at the first minyan with
the sunrise. Between 15: 00-16: 00 the Rebbetzin gathers her strength for the rest of the day, and between midnight
and three in the morning she sleeps. For the rest of the day you can try your luck, and perhaps you will get a blessing -
even a kiss - from Rebbetzin Kanievsky.

"When we ask for health, livelihood, satisfaction and success, we must know that in order to win all of this, we have to
sacrifice ourselves to God," the Rebbetzin begins with a special message that was filmed for the huge conference.
Become humble! Each will accept to add modesty to her modesty. The daughter of Israel Is the daughter of a king, and
she must look like this,

The Event:

Before Passover they heard on the radio that a car bomb of thousands of kilos of explosives was parked in a mall in
Haifa and did not explode. Why did not it explode? There were thousands of piuc‘zle in the mall. Everyone came to buy
for the holiday, and the car was ready. The wires were ready, and it did not explode. No one knew the reason. Rebbetz-
in Kaniefsky said knew the secret and she wanted to share an amazing real life story.

“A few days before the holiday, a group of 40 seminary girls from Tsfat came to me, wonderful girls, wonderful, but they
go on vacation and the street is very attractive, so the principal asked me to keep them modest. | told them a story
about a girl who used to walk around the streets of Tel Aviv in the most disgraceful way with bathing suits and was ad-
dicted to clothes just like drugs heaven forbid; she was even ready to fly around the world just for clothes. She has
caused men and families to sin, because men go through Tel Aviv and they see the way she is dressed. She caused many
to sin well one day she did not feel well and came to the hospital, and heaven forbid, a tumor was discovered in her
stomach. The doctor said to her, "Listen, ma'am, you do not even have one day to live. We will not send you home, be-
cause if you do not live, they will say that the hospital is guilty of not treating you. Stay in the hospital, and we'll do you
an operation. And if you die from surgery, then it's natural ' She told me that in those words.

“The woman was very frightened, what did she do?" She immediately ran home and shouted, “Master of the world, |
want to sacrifice for you, what will | sacrifice for you?" "I will commit such a sacrifice, so | will feel that | sacrificed my
whole life." Who had given her this good advice? maybe a grandfather or someone in heaven that helped her think of
this. So, she opened the closet, took out all her clothes, burned them, had no clothes left, even she had no clothes to
g0 back to the hospital, so she returned with pajamas and she took a taxi to the hospital.

The doctors did not even give her a professor, they brought her a simple doctor. They opened her stomach, and sud-
denly a lump of the tumor falls out!! The doctor fainted on the spot. "Master of the universe, where is everything? Yes-
terday it was terriblel Now there Is no symptoms of a tumor.

She sacrificed all that was dear to her, all the immodest clothes, and G-D returned her life as a gift| She came to me. |
was just crying out of excitement, she would lock like a princess. As the daughter of King of Israel must look !

"I told this story to the girls of Tsfrat and some hair-raising stories that really show how much G-D loves ocur modesty.
Meanwhile, they returmed to Safed. The next day they decided: '"Now we make a sacrifice of modesty Lkb"h" (G-D
All the girls gathered their non modest clothes {shirts were short and showed their elbow ) skirts that were above their
knee ) and more immodest clothes ) about two meters in helght !

They said: "Master of the Universe, | bring you this garment as a sacrifice, a sacrifice to the Peaple of Israel, that there
be no trouble, that there be no terror attacks, that there should be no diseases, no widows.” Every garment that was
not modest enough was thrown out and burned with weeping prayers.

Once they finished... what do they hear on the news? That a car bomb of thousands of kilos of explosives, which had
already reached the Haifa mall, did not explodell And that was the merit of these girls. They offered sacrifices to G-DlI
At the end of the short encounter, the Rebbetzin finds it hard to say goodbye. Another hug, another greeting and
another smile. "It is possible that each of us will be strengthened, that we will soon merit the imminent redemption of
righteous women, that we will merit the coming of Moshiach Tzedeku in our time,” the Rebbetzin sald with a smile and
added "with a Happy New Year."
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The Woman’s Role in Bringing the Redemption

Our sages tell us that "in the merit of the righteous women our ancestors were
redeemed from Egypt" [Talmud, Sotah 11b]. It was the women who never despaired of
G d’s redemption. In fact, while the men had lost heart and were dejected and had no
desire to procreate, not wanting to subject their children to the hardships of slavery, the
women were upbeat — confident that a better day was soon to come. They seduced
their husbands in the fields, and raised a generation of children who witnessed G d’s
miraculous salvation.

The souls of the final generation before Moshiach’s arrival are reincarnations of the
souls of the generation of the Exodus. After the sea split, both the men and the women
sang songs of praise to G d. From the Torah's description of the episode it is clear,
however, that only the women's song was accompanied by musical instruments. Why?
The Midrash explains that the women, while still in Egypt, were so confident that they
would be redeemed, that they prepared tambourines for the day when they would sing
a song of thanks for their redemption! [Rashi on Exodus 15:20, from the Mechilta]

According to the master-kabbalist the Arizal, the souls of the final generation before
Moshiach’s arrival are reincarnations of the souls of the generation of the Exodus [Shaar
Hagilgulim, Hakdamah 20]. Just as then it was in the merit of the women'’s faith that
the Israelites were redeemed, so, too, it will be in the merit of the righteous women of
our generation, and their unwavering belief in the Redemption, that we will be
redeemed once again.

Source: Chabad and Arizal

"“All salvation comes by virtue of women." [Alter Rebbe]

-Please keep in mind; Hashem’s Attributes are of mercy and patience and we shall
emulate his ways with other’s as best we can

- Remember the power of Prayer; as it’s an essential tool for kickstart change. Never
stop praying.

- Acknowledge women’s important role in the world’s redemption.
-Finally, please give women the time they need to make this switch with peace love and
truth.
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MODESTY
Modesty does not mean Frumpy; you can still be the beautiful and elegant ladies that you are inside.

The Goal of Tznuit is for the Lady to maintain a dignified inner self which she can then project which
she can then project that positive self image while being a role model for her family.

Married Jewish women are commanded to cover their hair so that their beautiful hair is reserved
only for their beloved husbands. “ Kol Kevudah Bas Melech Penimah “ -Tehilim 45:14 .

Its not easy but Ladies you can do this! You have helped ignite the redemption when we were in
Egypt and you can do it again | we need you.

Todays Market is not easy we highly advise you suggest to speak with your local Orthodox Rabbi or
better yet Rabbanit on of details of how to properly wear a mitpachot, hats, tichels etc..

If you don't have access or need a Lady to consult with as well as a place to purchase you can
contact us at information mentioned below.

Contact/Whatsapp 310 651-0610 ( Meirav Miriam )

Husband's must make their wives feel beautiful as much as possible. This is a super difficult
task for ladies and they need all support they can get. Tell her how beautiful her modesty is
and how much you appreciate her amazing attributes. Tell her how much you appreciate her
and all things she does. Ladies please support each other and give chizuk to one another.
Specially lodies with no one to tell her these words. Ladies look in mirror and give yourself
credit for being alive, modest and taking on this task. Give yourself all self help you need;

you deserve it.
smile more and count your blessings. May Hashem bless all Bnei and Bnot Yisrael.
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Rahel Imeinu (Our Matriarch)

From the Yalkut Yosef (Yamim Noraim book)

When we will be granted bsd in our days the final Redemption, it will be in the merit of our
Matriarch Rahel. She stands in our prayers saying, "Master of the Universe! | withheld my own
desires and | acted mercifully toward my sister so that she should not be ashamed. When she
was taken in my place on my wedding night! | gave her the secret signs to give to Yaakov so
that she would not be recognized as being someone else. Not only that, but | sneaked into ted
room and hid underneath their bed In her stead, for otherwise he would have recognized her by
her voice. | did this tremendous kindness on her behalf; | suppressed any feelings of envy so
that should not be ashamed.” Our prayers of our Forefathers Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakaov
did not sway G-D from destroying the nation of Israel forever, nor was the prayer of Moshe
Rabbenu at all effective. Rahel's argument, invong the merit of her care for her sister at her own
expense, brought about the Blessed Holy one’s promise that “the children will return to their
homeland” (Yirmeyahu 31:15).

We see many great lessons here how important Benot Yisrael are and how they must help each
other and never ever make one another feel ashamed. Please keep this lesson in mind when
speaking with other women about Modesty and covering Hair.

We see many great lessons here about how important Benot Yisrael are and how they must help
each other and never ever make one another feel ashamed. Please keep this lesson in mind when
speaking with other women about Modesty and covering Hair.
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BrEzmatr S HaSne.. |
. Dear Bat Yivnadd.
ALWAYS

REMEMBER THAT
YOU'RE

HASHEM'S
CHOSEN
DAUGHTER

THAT MAKES YOU THE
KING OF KINGS

DAUGHTER |-
sowhen someone |-
| notices yourCrown

(AKA KISSUY

i i - WWW.BEEZRATHASHEM.ORG
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DEAR
VWOMEN,

EVERY MINUTE WE
WEAR A PROFPER
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COVERING IS ONE

MADE OF CLOTH
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WOMEN DEAR,

LET'S BE SINCERE
IS5 IT FAIR...

TO PUT ON A HEADGEAR

THAT RESEMBLES
YOUR OWN HAIR?

A PROPER HEADCOVERING
LET'S WEAR,

SO THE GEULAH WILL BE
VERY NEAR!

TOGAINCLARITY CALL:
¥IDD ISH: 718-4 00-T989: EN GLISH: 917-924-9900

FOR COMMEMN TS OR TO DONATE oaan mars
929-214-7945
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Most

commonly
asked

guestions

and Torah-
based

answers

make the right decision as per His will.
( | WAS ALWAYS WONDERING: WHY
DOES A MARRIED WOMAMN HAVE

TOC ER HER HAIR?

This question is asked by many. What is in fact the
reason for the mitzvah of haircovering? This mitzvah
is mot a chok - like the mitevah of perz adumna, for
which we don't know the reason. Rather, this
mitzvah has a clear rationala, which is to raise the
level of fzmius of 2 married woman.

A man may not gaze at the beauty of an unmarried
woman because of the apeing of 5725 =K Tomm ¥
grse —me. Looking at a marded woman is a more
severe form of this sin." Therefore, she requires a
higher level of &zwius. in order to prevent gazes of
other men. For this reason, a married woman must
cover her hair because hair is attractive 1o men. Adde
from the greater concern with men gazing ar married
- women, some Acharonim suggest that since single
- women are looking for a Shidduch, the Torah dovent
require them 1o conceal their hair from public view.
We find chewhere as well that the Tomh gives certain
allowances to single girls adoming themselves to make
a gpod impression for a Shidduch. (See Gemara Taanis
15b first Reshi, and Yaaverz Moy [ Keteiah 75 and
Shyilei Devid o OC 75, and Shu's Seridef Eish 1:78,
end. See also Trumar HaDedbern “wnam mamp own”™)*
From here it is clear that wearing a headcovering
which has no resemblance to hair (such as a head-
scarfikerchief) is the original and ideal way of fil-
Alling this mitevale, This was the headcovering of
Jewish women throughout all generations, daring
back to our haly Fabar, and still is amongst many
Jewdsh women around the world - Ashkenazim and

Sephardim.

Inellan Hair 1,328,015 » 55
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BEFORE WE ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS, we would like to clarify that the
Torah obligation to wear a headcovering is one of the most clear-cut mireves in the Torah (as
opposed to other areas of halacha where there are many different opinions, minhagins, and mesorahs).
In today's times of ¥ o=y Krors, there is confusion abour this topic due to a lack of awareness,
For this reason, we have taken the time to answer these often-asked questions, with Torah-sourced
answers. Buos Yisroel are pure and yearn to hear the Eimer. May Hashem guide every woman to

won

"MY  GREAT-GRANDMOTHER
COVERED HER HAIR WITH A
SHET ISN'T WEARING A SHEITEL

MY MESORAH?

The use of wigs as a headcovering is quite a recent
innovation in Jewish history. Therefore, wearing a
sheitel in public does not have the halachic status of
miesorak of a minbeg Vissool.

The use of wigs as headcoveritng began in the min-
1800z in Europe where most Jewish women had
stopped covering their hair completely due 1o the
crarist clothing decrees of the 18405 as well as the
influence of modernizing trends which rejected
hair covering altogethes. Thus, in order to save
the mitzvah of headcovering, the use of wigs came
to be accepted by certain haleehic authorities as a
viable option, (There was a theoretical feter for wigs
issued by the Shifted fer Cobim in 16th century Ttaly,
but (at least outside ltaly) wigs were not womn by
Jewish women for centuries after this fecer was first
written.) In the 1800, mort Gedolei HaPoskim said
that the wig was forbidden to be worn in public.”
“Then though the use of wigs dowly became accepred
in many circles, the sheitel never became a merorah or
a minhag Yisroel. Evidence for this can be found in
the following restimonies from our Gedolim:

The holy Divrei Chaim =c7 atvessed: “It is clear
that when 1 was living with my father-in-bar, the
Baruch Tam in Marrin, Germany, there wam't even
one respectable women in the whole Germany who
wore her hair as a shertel, bescles for more out oheitsie
women, and they were a disgrace 1 all. Unfortunazely,
this practice has recently become widespread from the
apikorsim.” (Tonth Deaya, Chelek 1, Siman 30)



Myuu I never heard in
&#Mmynfﬁiuddmmwn:m
a sheirel. This is a new selF-made innovation
that has wracked much damage. We need 1o
warn others that they should reurn to the
way jewish women were accustomed (to cover
their hair) in all previous generations.” (Shalos
o Teshuvos Mabaritz Chayos Siman 53)
We see from the above restimonies that the
wig was clearly 2 new invention which was
used to cover the hair. Therefore, any woman
who upgrades and wears a headscarf/
hﬁcﬁlﬂfﬁ simply returning 1o the unbroken
chain of our true messah,

This situation is akin to the mid-1900s,
when it was difficult to obtain dhaler Yisroel,
and more rebbamin then allowed the use of
chalay akum. Would anyont akum. “Well, my
grandmother drank chalar akum, as that is my
mesarah, and | camon upgroks in this ares'?
(Only a minhag which is more stringent
becomes minkag Yisroel and must be
chereved, e.g., the minhag amongst Chasidim
not to eet gebroks on Pesach.)

A sheirel certainly does not have a status of a
minhag. At HaGaon HaRav Missim Karelizz
exclaimed to someone who claimed that a
sheitel was his minbag, “What? From a pirtzah
(a breach) one makes a minhag!?™

Since a sheitel is definitely not a minhag. If a
woman takes upon herself to wear the original
clath headcovering, the should be praited and
commended.

THIS 15 QUITE AM EYE-
OPEMER. BUT WEREN'T
THE EITELS IH THE TIMES OF

THE GEMARA?

When the Gentara teaches in Mesachais
Shabbos that a woman may near a peak nachris
-ﬁﬁhte&rﬂngmapdm{rmb}uﬂ‘umgn
(machris) hair thar women who had thin or
white hair added o their own hair in order 1o
beautify themselves for their husbands.” From
here people assume that the women in the
Gemara's runes wore wigs in public. This is a
mounderstanding! Chacal allowed a woman
to weat i poeh nachris in her private courtyard
(in addition o one piece of jewelry) on
Shabbos so that the should look pleasing
her hushand. These were worn at home and in
the courtyard to improve their looks for their
husband. When these woman would go out
in public, they completely covered their heads

Bnos Yisroel are pUre
and yearn to hear the €IMeSs.

with a kerchicE” The whole beter (leniency)
for the sheitel, which people started o rely
upon only about 180 years ago, was derived
from the Shiltei Giborim on this Gamara. Yer,
many Gedolim held that the Shiitel Giborim
only allowed a woman to wear a peah nachris
in her private courtyard, and mot in public.
(See Ssfts Sugya DPai Nackris for an in-depth
study of this topic.)

IF | WEAR A KERCHIEF, | WILL

LOOK DIFFERENT THAN
M MENM 1M MY COMML-
NITY. ISN'T THIS CONSIDERED A
LACK OF MODESTY, SINCE 1 WILL
BE STANDING OUT?

"A woman may worry needlessly that there
could be something immodest in her standing
out as the only woman wearing a berchief in
a crowd of others in wigs. This is absolutely
not a concern, Such a woman would be no
different than someone modestly dressed, in a
crowd of people who are not modestly dressed.
Certainly both of these women are sanscifying
G-d's name with their appearance, despite
their randing out by being different from
the others” (The Linigue Princes by Rabbi
Yirmiyohu and Tehilla Abramov, p. 105).

Standing out by dressing in a way that is
provocative and attracts male atention is
forbidden. Standing out by drawing modestly
is not an issue at all. We must remember
that conducting ourselves in a more proper
manner- even though it is different from most
people in society - does not artract attention
in a torbidden manner and will not cause
forbidden thoughts,

“Imagine if everyone in the community would
be wearing short sleeves, Would is be wrong
to wear long sleeves because it would attract
atention? Certainly nut. Quite the contrary.
This is a noble dead, since through this we are
preventing man from violating the serious sin
of geting at forbidden sights.

We know that Boaz was impressed with Rus
because the conducted herself in a more
market manner than the other women (the
bent down in a modest way, didn't speak 0
other men, eic.). Would anyone claim thar
Rus was not behaving properly since she was
acting differently than the people around her
and attracting attention? Quite the contrary is
true. Rus was praised for her exemplary czmie,
and in this zchor the merited thar Modhlach
will descend from her.” (Adorned with Dignity
by Mrs, C. T. Friedman, pg. 140)

DOESH'T A SHEITEL COVER
THE HAIR BETTER THAN A
TIC !

Some women think that it is preferable to
wear a wig than a berchief because it offers
better coverage for their hair. This istua was
presented to Harav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv
gt'l, and his response was written clearly in
Daas Rabboseinu, wrnp miz; niaw omwnsn”
g3 o™iz on e Y - Those who say
that a wig is preferable to a berchief. .. these
are nullified words.™

THIS IS ALL 50 HEW TO MANY
OF US. YET, MOST PEOPLE ARE
STILL RIMG SHEITLES. THEM

IT SURELY MUST BE OKAY FOR LS
TO CONTINUE WEARIMG OUR
SHEITELS...

Wie are going to have to decide if our sheftels are
appropriate headooverings. Our thers
wore wigs which were short and siff and the
hair didn't nowe, Their sheitels were nelther
provocative, attractive, or alluring,

Due to advanced technology, and the opdated
features, our theitels are no longer suitable
headeoverings which upgrade our fEnlis
{which is the purpose of the mitzvah). They
have become glamorous “hair® designed
for the actresses in Hullywood as a fathion
accessory - for the sale purpose of drawing the
eyes of others, Instead of fulliding the mirvah
of headcovering, which is w downplay a
married woman's looks, rodays sheitel do
the caare opposite. They enhance her looks,
making her more attractive o men. As our
Godalim have lamenred.

HaGaon HaRav Shmuel Halevi Wosner
z#"l “The wigs of today look just like narural
hair. They incite the yerzer hans even more
than narural hair, and there would be no peask
in previous generations who would be able
mﬁnﬂm}rl}rptuflcnlnrqmpmnitmdi
a shertel”

HaGaon HaRav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
gtk 1 can't distinguish berween a sheitel and
hair, for me it’s very disgusting. In my opinion,
all tragedies come from the sheitels, and [ am
alsa n.-ﬁ:rring to the short once.” !

HaGaon HaRav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv =%
“The dispute abour if the sheitel is permistible
applied to the wigs of previous generations
{which were thort and wiff, and the hairs did
not move from their plece). But the natural-
looking sheitele of today incite the yetzer fora
just like hair... Who can permit wearing such
a shestef, which is erpah?” ™



Every day, the sheitels become ever more
glamorous and eye-catching. Thus, they are
in essence contradicting the purpose of the
mitzvah. Instead of preventing the stares of
other men, they are attracting their eyes.

Inspired by the above-mentioned information,
many women have taken the courage to return
to the true mesorah of wearing a headscarf/
kerchief. In this way, they are fulfilling the
purpose of the mitzvah of headcovering
which is to raise a woman's tznius, and they
are performing this mitzvah according to the
opinion of all Poskim. As HaGaon HaRav
Elyashiv zt"] said, <pe2 nponm w1 o mee”
BRI T NNBEn 23K nabrn - a wig is a dispute in
the essence of the halacha but a tichel is glate.™ ™

WHY IS THERE S0 MUCH TALK

ABOUT TZNIUS? SHOULDN'T
WE 5 MORE ON AHAVAS
YISROEL AND GOOD MIDDOS?

Tznius is the core mitzvah of a woman. As the
Midrash teaches us, when Hashem fashioned
the first woman, Chavah, He proclaimed 504
times, “You should be a modest woman.” ™
Indeed, the Vilna Gaon revealed, “What Torah
learnimg is for a man, tznius is for a woran,™
Just as Torah learning is the most fundamental
mitzvah of a man, so loo, tznius Is the most
fundamental mitzvah for a woman.”

Some women may claim, "I do a lot of chesed,
I am careful in Shmiras Halashon.., Tenius is
just not my strong point.” Let us strengthen
ourselves with the words of our Gedolim. The
Maharal teaches, “The main praise of a woman
and the highest level she can attain, is tzrnfus, "
The Chesed 'Alafim enlightens us that most of
the reward that a woman receives in the next
world is dependent on her tznius (and that
most of the punishment a woman receives in
this world and the next, is due to a lack of
tznius)."™

Loving our follow Jow and good middes are
lorized fundamental Torah principles. Many
women don't realize that guarding out tznius
is the greatest expression of ahavas Yisroel.
Through being careful not to attract attention,
we are preventing other man from stundding
with inrbidden rights and thoughts, This is
one of the greatest acts of cfosodr to assist
another person with their spirituality. Some
women may claim, “So let the men not bark.”
This is like flashing shining lights right in
from a person, and talling him not to lank!
Unfortunately, these women don't realize that
they will be held accountable for drawing
others eyes. As Rabbeinu Yanah explains that
bosh the man who gases and the woman who
caused it will be liable for | t'* Every
woman is obligated to ask herself. "Will any
part of my appearance drew looks from men?”

Bnm‘l’is:mdmfm:tmd}ﬂ.mtnh:arﬂ'h:

enus and do the will of Hashem, It is amazing
how when we become aware of the farst, we
naturally become more careful in the way we

dress and behave in public. As the Ramchal

teaches, “If knowledge was broad and set in the
hearts of people, they would never sin.™ ™

WHAT ARE GEDOLEI YISROEL
IN OUR DAYS SAYING
ABO E USE OF A HEADSCARF/

KERCHIEF FOR HEADCOVERINGS?

Gedolei Yisroel have praised and commended
women who upgrade their headcovering, as per
our mesarah for thousands of years.

The Posck HaDor, Maran HaRav Yosef
Sholom Elyashiv 2¢"l, our generation’s great
halachic authority, has clearly stated that in his
opinion it is preferable for 2 woman to cover
her hair with a kerchief, rather than a wig. Rav
Elyashiv constantly expressed his concern about
the use of wigs that are not modest- a practice
which, he said, has made inroads even into the
families of pious men and roshei Yeshivah (*The
Unigue Princess™ p. 104).

Maran HaRav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z¢"1
said that when Moshiach comes, the first thing
he will da is abolish the use of wigs (as quoted
by his son-in-law) (“The Unique Princess” p.
104)."

HaGaon HaRav Missim Karelitz z1"] wrote:
“I would like to encourage the women who
have strengthened themselves ta cover their
hair with a cloth covering, instead of a covering
made of hair, They have done this after they
became aware that the sheitel can cause many
severe issurim. These women are deserving of
bracha, and may there be more such women in
Klal Yisroel. ™"

The Posck HaDeor, the Shevet Halevi zi"]
wrote:  “Surely we need to support and
Encou those who want to return to the
kisui rosh of a non-sheitel headcovering, like the
Chasam Sofer writes in his Shaalos uTihuvos
and in his holy tzavaah” (Letter written 15
Teives 5757).""

Even if it may take time for us to upgrade, let
our new knowledge help us respect those who
courageously take this step.

HaRav HaGaon R’ Binyamin Rabinowitz zt"]
sald clearly, “Those who discourage others from
changing to a kerchief are holding back the
geulah.” Surely we need to support and respect
women who upgrade in this fundamental
mitzvah.

We are all awaiting the Final Redemption. We
pray that we should merit to be amongst those
who assist the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu.
We can accomplish this by finding favor in
Hashem’s eyes through our unique mission
of guarding our tznius. As Chazal teach us,
"In the merit of the righteous women of the
generation, we will be redeemned.” =

Gedolei HaRabbanim have asked that
these questions which were answered by a
chabura of Talmidei Chachamim - be made
available to the public.
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Rochelli was a
from Eretz
Yisroel, She and her
husband were invited to
be with a frum family for
Shabbos. Before Kiddush,
Rochelli was asked to put
on a Tichel to cover her
hair. Curiously she asked
the wife, “how come you
don't cover your hair"?
The women explained
to her, that her head is
already covered with a

When they discussed why
the challahs are covered,
Rochelli asked "if we
can cover our hair with
hair, can we also cover
challahs with challahs™?

Dear Women,
let us
remember:
By wearing a proper head
covering, you are making
a great Kiddush Hashem!
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TO GAIN CLARITY CALL:
YIDDISH: F1B-400-F9BS-ENGLISH: 917-924-

FOR COMMENTS OR TO DOMATE
B29-214-7945
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FINAL MESSAGE | A BRESLOV APPROACH

Every Daughter of Israel Has a Good
Point

Thank you to the women who read this material with a sincere desire to learn and grow. Your
daily efforts, mitzvot, kindness and dedication to your families matter deeply. Ashreichem.

First: Azamra - Likutey Moharan 1:282

When you see a woman wearing a wig or a head covering you would not personally choose, seek
aout her good points. Remember that you do not know her struggles or the advice she has
received. View her favorably; pray for her; speak respectfully. And if you are the woman seeking

to grow, find your own good points too.

Second: Tefilah - Likutey Moharan 11:25

Speak to Hashem in your own words. Ask for wisdom, love of Tarah, strength, happiness, and the
ability to take the next appropriate step. Pray for other women as well, not just for yourself. Even
a short, sincere prayer can bring your heart back to Hashem.

Third: Learn and act with guidance

This booklet assembles reporting about the hair trade alongside statements and rulings attributed
to rabbanim. Not every supply-chain claim can be established for every wig, and halachic
authorities may differ about particular materials and circumstances. Ask a competent rav about
your own situation. If a change is appropriate, take it with dignity and good support.

The goal is a stronger bond with Hashem - through truth, kindness, simcha,
tefilah and mitzvot.

BENOT SHEL MELECH | AZAMAM & TEFILAH EQITION



A CLOSING TEFILAH

First See the Good. Then Pray.

Master of the World, Father of mercy, thank You for every daughter of Israel. Thank You for the
goodness You have placed in her - the kindness known to others and the quiet sacrifices known
only to You.

Help us fulfill the teaching of Azamra, Teach us to find a true good point in every woman,
especially when we do not understand her choices. Save us from speaking harshly or causing
embarrassment. Let our love for another |ew be stronger than our desire to criticize.

Please give every woman clarity in Torah, courage to ask good gquestions, trust in the guidance of
her rav, and strength to make the choices that are right for her. When a change in dress or head
covering is called for, let it come with joy, confidence and support. Fill our homes with shalom and
our words with compassion.

Help us pray for one another before we try to change one another. Bring all of us closer to Your
sarvice, to real teshuvah, and to true simcha. Amen.

AZAMRA - AHAVAT YISRAEL - TEFILAH - CHIZUK - GROWTH

Suggested sources for further learning

Likutey Moharan 1:282 {Azamra); Likutey Moharan [1:25 [hitbodedut); Pirker Avot 1:6 {judging favorably); Shabbat 12T
(judging favaorably).

Editorial note: Original scurce documents and historical quotations in the remainder of this compilation are reproducad
for reference; they have not been independently fact-checked or rewritten in this edition. Consult qualified rabbinic
guidance regarding specific rulings.

BEMOT SHEL MELECH | AZAMAA & TEFILAH EDITION



APPENDIX: (A

QUESTION ANSWER TOTAL
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a¥YES 203 B1,85%

1-Have you tonsured in the past or
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a, The purpose |s just to remowve 24 8.22% i

the hair,

b, The hair is being received by 256 87 33%
2-When tonsuring, is the hair being the deity. e
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i the purpose just to r'l!'r‘rh'.}l'u'l; the hair c. | don't know - 10 3 4204
[to remove ego, sins ete,)? :
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d. Other [please explain). :
a. No | 28 9,59%
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3-50, to ask the same question again i
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' the hair being received by the deity? c. | don't know. ] 15 514 %

d. Other (please explain). 3 1,03%
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a, The cutting is Just to get the _
hair off for offering afterwards. g H 11,33%

Ehy b ............u.......u...u..u...n“........u..“;....L....“......................“..........................i;_'é

qguestions 2/3) b, The cutting of the hair is giving or

@ partaf the giving of the hair, : 258 85,16%
'_r_ 4.1z the i:_'ttil'l;-':-: af the hair just to _E‘_I:'T. ......“...........................................L.....g.......uu..L......u“...u..uu.......................“..;Ei
the hair off and after it could be c. | don't know i 6 2,34% i
offered, o utting itself glving . 1

or part of the giving of the hair to the
deity?

D. Yes
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QUESTION ANSWER TOTAL
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APPENDIX: (B)

Letter of Gedolei Yisroel

B5"D Elul 5784

The issue of wigs containing Indian hair has been a subject of discussion for over twenty years. In 5764
(2004], a psak was issued by the gedolei hador forbidding these sheitels as tkroves ovoda 2ara.

Many have relied on a heter based on the opinion that the hair tonsuring performed in the Indian temples is not
done with the intention of sacrificing the hair to the avode zora. Furthermore, the lenient opinion maintained

that even if the practice was indeed nkroves avada zara, it was presumed that the hair used in sheitels did
not originate from these temples.

Recently, there has been mare clarity based on many testimonies and much detailed research, it has become
clear that the practice of hair tonsuring Is Indeed a form of tikroves ovoda 2ara, It has also been established

that the vast majority of hair used in sheitels comes from this source, Therefore, the issue is relevant again
with full severity.

As of the present ime, an acceptable heter has not been presented for this serious issue. According to many
Rishanim the transgression of deriving benefit from tikroves ovoda zora is in the category of sins for which
the halacha is yehoreg v'al yoovor (one must give up one's life rather than transgress).

It is our opinion that there is no way to avoid this severe problem other than ascertaining that the hair is not
from the temples, through strict supervision of the hair from when it is cut off the head until the completion
of the production process. As of now, such supervision is something which is almost non-existent.

The difficulty that this imposes on the tzibbur is well understood. However, our ancestors throughout the

generations sacrificed their lives of kiddush Hashem so as not to be contaminated by the impurities of ovodo
ora, ri.

Chazal say “I'fum tzoare agro,” according to the greatness of the difficulty so is the greatness of the reward.
The Torah has already promised (Davarim 13:18), “No part of the banned property should attach to your hand,
50 that Hashem will turn back from His anger, and give you mercy and be merciful to you and multiply you...”

In the merit of abstaining from ovede zarah and its accessories, may Hashem make us worthy of the time

when all ovoda zara will be destroyed, with the revelation of Hashem's kingdom, may it be speedily in our
days, Amen.
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A LETTER FROM GEDOLEI YISROEL
IN ERETZ YISROEL AND AMERICA
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We are stating our opinion, that because the situation of the wigs in recent years is getting worse
and worse, and the great Poskim have already declared that many of the wigs of today are
forbidden by halacha, therefore certainly covering ones hair with a headscarf is a big correction
of this matter, and one must strengthen and encourage those who make the effort to do so.
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In the Yalkut Yosef entitled m21 nna 7
"IN NYIND 101 NINGT Nehan MOW P12
T
N2 AINSN NN APENY NYND PN anoD
Na¥in v T'ea
(It begins) To the honorable Mrs. Racheli R. Shetichye,

I am happy to hear about your Kabbalah that you accepted on yourself to throw away the
Peah Nachris and to switch to wear a Mitpachat like the Minhag of our righteous mothers from
previous generations.

I know it is a very big Mesiras Nefesh for a lady who is used to going out with a nn9
™12, and now at this time she has no easy task to stand up to other girls/women in her family
and friends, they don’t know and don’t understand the greatness to cover ones head according to
Das Torah and the way prior generations great and enlightened Gedolim taught, At the head of it
was someone who was like the eye of light Maran my father, the Rebbi of all Sxwr 592 Rav
Ovadia Yosef Zt "I, his Zechus should enlighten us. He elaborated in amoaw mim as well as nin
na Syav If he would be almost like Sedom we would have been compared to Amorah. He was
the man who stood up to fight this topic with all his strength and might. Praises are to Hashem
that his words went out of a pure and holy heart and went to ears that listen. And many and full
people desired to go in his light. And this is even though it 1s public knowledge that he had the
strength to be vnp things. However even so in this specific topic he did not find an opening to
give a ann. However he came to the conclusion that from most Poskim from prior years, a Peah
Nachris 1s totally MoN.

We have already wnitten in length in the %n5w P50 ‘N 172 nayl qobh VPP (printed 1"YYin)
In ATPEY MoN WT K'Y 10 we brought many great worldly Poskim that prohibited it in a very
severe transgression the weanng of a Peah Nachris. And you are praise worthy, and praise
worthy is your lot that you are now standing in this tremendous challenge and test and going out
wearing a Mitpachat or hat, and you are covering your head like the Din. (It is permissible to
allow a specific measurement to be revealed from the hair of the head (writers note to readers 1 am
not specifically saying the amount) like is written by the nvin niman Y mMwin ApUnOR 0™Nn N3
(1in) and for sure this is the intention of the Torah when a lady has an obligation to wear a
covering on her head. Because the whole goal of the Holy Torah in the topic of mmmm nen nt s
for myny** and we wrote that here 1s a mistake nvRwnY - that is rooted - by a lot of people,
that rely on the great giant the Gadol oviamn »oby Yya that it is as if he permitted the Peah
Nachris. And this is the foundation to the permissibility. (writers note: the words in BOLD were writien
this way in the Kunirus). However, the Shiltei HaGeborim did not permit it but in the Courtyard,
and not in the 0370 My - public domain, like 1s proven there.

And therefore most of the great Rabanim for the Sefardim and the Ashkenazim, prohibited with
a very strong prohibition the weanng of it. And they made a loud noise that this 1s a stumbling
block to the public, and many traps are caused to 1NN 72y - the religious Jews because of the
weanng of the Peah Nachris by the young ones. And not one came to the opening of the
problems and great obstacles that are created because of this. And therefore having a connection



to this has to be that it 1s something that it 1s a total prohibition, especially to the Peahs ' of our
generation, that they are more beautiful then natural hair, that even those few (Rabbanim) who
permitted (in the past), would not even permit (in our days).

OY TPDY NG NI N UND MDD WaPD NWIND ANN NPIPD DY DINK PP ML NN )12 DY YN
ORI M T AW TY,D0NN D2 WY 121 N DI 21T DRY DY YATR 123

(basic translation: Therefore, | am coming here to strengthen you on your wonderful and
important Kabbalah to wear a covening of the head that is proper and not a Peah Nachris. There
is in doing this a tremendous big Kiddush Hashem, and from you others should see and others
should do as well. Until Hakodosh Boruch Hu should enlighten his pure spint from above)

UMD NNAD IPY DZ721) DI D2 1Y
to burn all the o (disgusting things) and included in them is the disgusting thing a
Peah Nachris { Wig, Sheitel)!
('3 Ty N 97 100 NIDA) 27N 13T 0D oY
And the words of Chazal in "2 Ty & 97 no1o N2 are well known:

D7IYDD VNN TN NPT DY) 12WIY
(D IdPD PR TIND NN IMND PO IMPTY OW) 199 XY 31 ¢0T) actual words of the Gemara
The reward for our Righteous Women in Mitzrayim was that our forefathers were
redeemed from Mirzravim.

(writer’s remark: the well known ending 1o this phrase thar most girls learn in school is not continued actually in
the actual wording of the above memtioned Gemara text see it written after the letter)

Continustion of the letter | starting translating above:

And it should be the will before our father the G-d high up, that in the merit of your great
¢a) nron to the Mitzvah of Tznius, it should protect you, and you should merit to see sons and
daughters busy in Torah and Mitzvohs, and they should enlighten the world with the light of their
Torah, The Torah should not move (go away) from the mouths of your descendants from now
and until the end of the world. And like the Beracha of wsy 122 tmar »np sax pp, that he engraved for
generations forever in his:

0 QI0 L7220 M0 13N, 0N 03 nieim nioNy 100

and this is his Lashon:

P TR NNYAY RTR 503 MTD NPRY DPRIan wNian M7 292 Nivyd 1oy PPy n2apnn nux O
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(basic translation)

YN oM any woman

Yo ok oy n2apnn who accepts upon herself to watch-keep and do

OPRIan NI 1rT v like the words of all the Rabbanim that Paskened

a21R 553 13 T0 Nony that prohibited the weanng of a Sheitel in all situations,

JIYNT 92 TN NPIND NN2VR IN Y2123 PN TN NN

and only to go out with a hat or kerchief that covers her whole head

Mgy o3 7ann she should be blessed with all the Berachos written in the Torah,

EARRR L1 aRt] with an abundance of sustenance,

s palsRinht] with sons who will get Semicha,

WTIP ¥t MNP Ntm and she will be worthy to see holy offsprings
MR ORiT) O3 sons who are Gedolei Yisroel,

minw "1 NNM (sons who have) and pure fear of Hashem,
I ninain Mo children who will Pasken Shailos to Kllal Yisrael.

And he continued (Chacham Ovadia Yosef Zt "'l) to repeat these words ninnann pbna

* IP0) NG D N MOYPIIND NTPNR D710 NDING MDTINY MO 71T imy
(basic translation: In another location Chacham Ovadia Yosef Zt "'l wrote this is a nasn way to

be similar to the nations of the world and like actresses who adorn themselves also with a Peah
Nachris-Sheitel-Wig.)

MR ORI 0N YTIP ¥t NINT? N2IA NNIVR I Y213 NYATH T3] NS NRY? NYININ YN DY)
(DWW IND TY) 572V T 7713 YR DN 1D DY 0PN 22 WK IR0 T I
(basic translation)

And any woman who holds herself back from not going outside with a Peah
Nachris-Sheitel-Wig, and wears a hat or kerchief-scarf, will be worthy to see holy offsprings,
sons who are great in Torah and pure fear of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that everyone who sees them
will recognize them that they are offsprings that Hakodosh Boruch Hu blessed. (until here are his
words).

And I have already written before that we heard on many people that were "y Twa-ina
time of suffering, and they prayed to Hakodosh Boruch Hu n their Tefilos this specific Beracha
that 1s written above that was written by Maran, my father, my teacher, to those who are careful
to cover their heads according to the Din without wearing a Peah Nachris-Sheitel-Wig and they
merited to have a Yeshuah.
el Of letler—— e —————



"AT12 W NPT D) 12V NIR DOND NTTD PRY
The generations will not be redeemed except for the reward of the Righteous women who
will be in the generation.

{writer's remark: So where are these ending words from?)

(See now the words of the Yalkur Shimoni)
N PI09 T 779 [0 NN it nr] - RivoY oips) 5 DN 1)
under the words: , "X NX T )"
S0 T BN ATTIRD 29 D7 19N D YN NEDD 22 NN TN
,T1719 1922 FRLX" (1 PID2 N3P DO5N) 1IN NI PPY)
YN TV °2ND (1200 Q10 TV 2 PIDANTZ P19 - DY) "IN NENT AR 0

"T13 U0 NINPTY DY) 1203 NIK DN NITTH PRY

TP NN D 2D PN D-NIYY 037 2NN T3P NN 1700 217 (709 NN 119 0YoNA) ey
b g l7L

In the Yalkur Shimoni at the end of Megilas Rus 1s wntten “The generations will only be
redeemed for the reward to the nighteous women that are in that generation”. However, prior to
that it says “WHOEVER MARRIES A KOSHER WOMAN IS AS IF HE KEPT THE WHOLE
TORAH FROM THE BEGINNING TO END, AND ON HIM IS THE POSUK FROM
TEHILLIM *YOUR WIFE WILL BE FRUITFUL LIKE GRAPES”, THEREFORE, EISHES
CHAYIL, (LAST PEREK IN SEFER MISHLET), IS WRITTEN EACH SENTENCE IN ORDER
OF THE ALEPH BEIS FROM ALEPH TO TAF”

And the generations will not be redeemed except for the reward of the righteous women
in the generation.

Like it says in Tehilim Perek 98 Verse 3 "2-n» moay inon 1790 0% He recalled his

kindness and his faithfullness to the house of Beis Yisrael. To “Bnei Yisrael” it doesn’t say but
“Beis Yisrael” (which refers to the women).
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NCH
BENEFITS
OF TZNIUS

i d. It says about the
‘ i wered and her brachos will be accepte € the
e aan i 1 & os u'tznuos Hayoshvos ba'ohel, mim honashim haeilen

righteaus and modest women, ‘Mip hanashim Lzidkony
tivareich vsiskayern hobrocha - From the mouths of the nghteous and m“[de'*:": women that sit in the tent. from
those mouths you should be blessed and their blessing shall be iulBlled ” iMerzudes Dowid. Shaftim 5:24), What an

amazing ka'ach lies in the hands of a tznuoht There is so much we ask from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. and how we yeam
far Him to answer our heartfelt bohoshos!

‘ She will merit to have good children. Hagaon Rav Chaim Kanievsky. shiit . said, "In the zechus
af ernius, she will ment to have good children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren,” (Yuma 47a.

. She will receive reward in this world and in the next world. Rav Kanievshy cononued,
“And for those women wha are careful with the tznius of their head coverngs and follow the psok of the robaanim.
they will receive sichar not just n Olam Hobe. but n Dlom Hozeh, twal® Rav Eliyahu Mann, shiico. chovusan of
Rav Kanievsky for 30 years, asked, "And what type of reward?” The Rav responded, “B ruchniyus and O igoshmiyus
Hashem will bentch her with more hetzliocha in parnossch and in everything that she does

Rav Mann then said, “‘We live in a generation where there are many women who follow their neighbors, friends and
relatives, and it 1s very hard to be strong to da what's nght.” Rav Kanievshy positively stated. The harder Itis, the
miore reward she will receivel” (Thes intorviiw is an inspire by Wire, eptian &, 1, 2, 111 )

. Tznius sanctifies like a korban and atones for their family's sins. The phrase

“mishbetzos zohov levushon, " (Tohilim £5:14) compares a tznuoh to a kiohen, Chozal explain this compansan by saynd:
"Bizrnan shehi eznuoh b'soch hobayis, kushaim shehamizbe'och mechaper hach h mechoperes ol barsah - At the e
that she is modest in her home, just like the mizbe ach atones for sins. sa too she atones for her family's sins.” When
a person sins, he wansgresses the avewrah and introduces upon limself a fumoh that causes considerable Ramm-
This incites him to do more oveiras, Tumabh is not totally removed by daing teshuvah alone. but will be fully grased
as a result of bringing a korban, as & karbon generates 3 great kedusho and sancrifies the [:‘rwsnn

Tanius has the same properties as a korban because when a mother condy,
: : cts harself with true rznius, she fills e
atmosphere of the home with hedusha. Thes kedusha penetrates the hearts of the family and gmzzra:es within the

members of the family a desire to live in the full spinit of Torah ang mit;
ZV05 as well cﬂuiﬂd
by the overros that they have UBRSressed Hence 1he saying of Chazol, The tomius of we sty atones the SIS

of her farmily like a korbon.
———
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orally. which only he himself can pe
the form of a vapor to fil| the atmo

ays. If one applies I in the FOOM. Similarjy

properly subdue someone else’s Yetzer Hom PPlies himself to Toroh eaming. it wii me; ;:: but this e3nnq
. L

However, the home of an ishoh tznyon fills the atmosphere i

profound effect and develops in the family an affini ity o e ang

; . ; to puri PUE Jewishriess, whieh,
clinic” against the enticements Pricts FetzerHW_w Punty and kegyshg Her home therefore becomes 5 '-r‘IE:IlT:ﬂ:

Q Women have the power to bring the rede
saturated with turnoh and Kol Yisroe| in a virtuall
They did not engage in conversation with the local inhabitants
that 1‘a1rni_lllar|l‘1..r through speech leads [0 a moare serious farm aof
other na:l!:rna On 'r.he Emtrarv. In Mitzroyim Chazol Enumerate, “Shelo shinu es molbushom — They did not chan

their Jewish clothing” (see Pecikry Zutoh, Shemas 6:6). They wer o

Jey : _ B 50 careful in all ways with this special mitnveh
that, “Bizchus nashim mdkm_rras mgalu avoseinu miMitzrayim — In the merit of righteous women, the Jswash
people were redeemed from Mitzrayim’ (Sotah 11b; see Moharsha that says that this refers 1o the trair of ezmush. With such

mathers, Hoshem saw a future for Kol Yisroel in spite of their low spiritual state at the time.

In the sefer Kov Hoyousher (82), it says that we, women and daughters, have a special power, a unique farce that
can literally drive us out of galus and bring the geulah in our days. If we will follow in their footsteps, then yes. we
100, can ment having a speedy redemption! Let's tap into our strengths and utilize our ferminine ko och!

mption! Duning Galus Mitzrayim, in a place

level of Exruips

lings they understage
familiarity. They did not look 1o gress like the

ﬁ Hashem’s Shechinah will walk with YOu. Theblessing tzniusbrings inits wake are incalculaale
because Hoshem has a special love for those who practice a refined style of lifea‘u.:‘n'nairrr.am strict privacy in all that
involves their personal affairs. He feels a special closeness toward them far they live a life of purity. T_h.s significant
fact can be leamed from a few beautiful words of Chazal. In Pesikto Rabasi, Perek 46, it says. “She'en licha cribo
lifnei Homakom min hatznius shene'ermar v'hotzneoh leches im Hoshem Elokecho — Nothing is rnnflel h:i?::e ::::
Hoshem than the practice of tznius, as it is inferred in the possuk, “And go with modesty, as you w;hai ;mmm
to be with Hoshemn your God™ (Micho 6:8). What greater fortune can a person have than to aiaal;t:rinahe t am:rlnl;i
the greatest dispenser of kindness, loves and is near to him. Every small step of Psfr;?fcf"izh oo
kedusha in our lives helps us draw the Shechinah closer to us, and where there is :

s i e
—— L ayim, l‘.aught. “Hakodosh Baruch Hu loves all the muLivos
world, but the mitzvah that He loves the most is t2nius!

th ruoch
. Dovid Hamelech said wi
e reward he maidservants that you have

i t possibl
g Lzr:ﬂ!ys}ﬁ_:l;:;tu nhtlina_thu highes _F.;gnw'rllrnE“‘ to be) with ¢
hakodesh, *V'im ho'imahos asher amarta imum achabde

mentioned, | will be honored” (Shmuel I 6:22).

On this verse, Chazol (Bomidbar Robba 420 say something

15 0Eme . b with the eyt o ter Dm? Hmﬁ[ﬁm Twltsle'lzal;a receive the weﬁsﬂtjmw i shemshoboi
' ts the loftiest level one © =g Hashern, Chapter 60k T

s e rep'ﬁ;a}mral MiPrague, zt ", wrote the following (Gevurns We see that the [mahos werepia 5

World to Come. How? The ki . .'I'_'Ef}'ﬂ'l"mm fZriLs — o her supreme wtﬂlll

Imahos bi tanius, ki umackeq) woman
o i I:ﬁ?[b ly for ::;ir tznius because the ultimate dl'““:“mh:f il.3&!!-2»5-! rewards to come!
:ﬂd cmﬂ:iuza":l:ﬂ“' This is how she can elevate herself to reap the gr cefor 02V
er pe

afm
{Much of this information has been gaken It
Uﬁmﬂ'& 1

my paruon in the World
hlE I-Erlvyd W I'J'I'E

id said, “If only that
remarkable. Dﬂ"":d ﬂ; men — the yedid

ador Levushal
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FA Lovzng Wake—Up Call

This booklet seeks to combme Iove, Azamra, and awareness. ‘
p We first search for the good in every daughter of Israel,

Vo § L and at the same time we do not ignore serious questions

' raised about the hair industry.

o Temple tonsurmg in India is a documented
religious practice.

) o Human-hair supply chains are often difficult

to verify from source to final wig. j

e According to the report, much of the global
human-hair trade may involve Indian hair,
/ including hair relabeled as ‘European’.

o Awareness, tefilah, and guidance from trusted
) rabbanim can help each woman take her next step =~ x. \%

with dignity.

e N

In the spirit of Azamra, we begin with compassion,
judge favorably, and turn concern into tefilah.
When truth is joined with love, hearts can awaken
and real change becomes possible.

BENOT SHEL MELECH  AZAMRA e+ TEFILAH « MODESTY }€>
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